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MRS. BARTER TO MRS. VESEY. 



LETTERS 



fROtt 



MtiS. CAMER to MRS. VESEY* 



LHitTfeR L 

Clarges St^t, Jan. 3, 1770; 

Your Letter, mydeat Mrs. Vesey, which 

was kindly intended to reatih liie before I left Deal, 
did not arrive till some days after I got here, which 
will make my excuses for its appearing less expedi- 
tious than usual. You did niot believe yourself 
when you talked of your image being jostled out 
of its place. I- am sure you would not love me^ 
as I hope you do^ if you could suppose I suf- 
fered any attention to my present friends to en- 
croach on the rights of the absent Did you ever 
experience any such instance during the wliole time 
that you have known me P 
TOL« xy« B t must 
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I must answer your kind enquiries about the sub- 
ject so near my heart, and can answer them with 
more comfort ti^n I eij:pf ctcd or hoped. I found 
my dear and invaluable friend, I thank God, upo» 
the whole much better thap from the accounts I 
had received I had reason to expect The most 
alarming, and what the physicians pronounced the 
most incurable part of her disorder is in such a 
state as may admit, I hope, of her living many 
years with a small degree of suffering ; so that if 
she can regain her strength, and recover the use of 
her limbs, her life, which is so great a blessing to 
her friends, will npt, I hoj)§, be burdensome to 
herself; though I am persuaded she must have felt 
disappointed at b^ing called back from that heaven, 
of which a few weeks ago she was so nearly within 

Tbou|(h. it ipf^ TkQti oftea be safe foe two suc^ 
vj^ioni^ries as you^ ^d^m^ to.di£fen from the unso* 
pidsticated good^seosei pf Mrs, HandcQck, I> think 
np may bejustifipclijd Qur tasita for the- solemn con- 
ceit;, of hpwling wjiiidf, and dashing waves. The 
rude, an^i i%iAi;t{;fQU9, ^I^manlis. are. certainly of as 
regl us^ in th^, gon^'al &yBjtem a$^ those of a mere 
gen^e and pl^id:teii]qpei^; andi besides the wise 
purposes vdvj^h they anawer .with, regard to inani- 
mate cr.eatipi\, it ia. certainly. a subject; of high ad* 
miration and gratitude to conaidervinwhat an im» 

. . . expK- 
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txplicable rtiatirieY they are adapted fo amuse th^ 
hnagirmtion by various kinds of delight, and to 
nfend the heart by various kinds of feelings. Hie 
gracious Author of our being seems, in compassioii 
to our weak and imperfect virtue, to have furnished 
it with an adventitious and external aid^ even from 
those objects which appear to have no natural coiv ' 
nection with it. For tlie satisfying, of Mrs^ Harfd-^ 
cock's conscience, and to procure her indulgence t(> 
our taste, pray remind her that in all probability 
people would not be so good even as they are if we 
had only " perpetual calms and cloudless skies." 
Amidst the gay and smiling scenes of nature ouf 
minds are engaged in an attention to our own en^ 
joyments; amidst the unrelehting storm and de- 
solati)ig torrent, our hearts are awed and softened 
to a tender sensibility of the wants and disti*eses of 
dthers/ 

As Mt-s. Montagu talks of writing to you rtrf 
doon, I imagine she will give you an account ojf 
how well she is , she ih inde^^ better than I have 
known her for yeafsv I hope this wicked towil 
will not utidb dll that she has acquired since last 
fttttumn. Mrs* J, Pitt is much better than when I 
saw her at Sunning Hill, and Mrs. Dunbar cannot 
get rid of her nervous complaints. Mr. Dunbar 
ha^ parted with Lovbl Farm, which I cannot help 
regretting, as it seemed so perfectly w^ll adapted 

BS to 



to Mrs. Dunbar's mind. But she does not seem 
to quit it with any reluctance. The coach is at 
the door; so adieu, my dear Mrs. Vesey. My love 
to Mrs. Handcock. Pray let me hear from you 
soon> and tell me how you do, and what you do, 
and what you thinL God bless you ! 



LETTER LI. 

Clarges Street, feb.* IS, 1770. 

It was not till yesterday, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, I received your kind enquiry after me. I 
am greatly obliged to you for the solicitude you ex- 
press about me, and I ought not to delay giving 
you some account of myself. Do not be uneasy 
for me ; I shall do very well. Never did my mind 
feel a more peaceful calm, than, I thank God, it 
enjoyfik at present. My spirits indeed are not lively, 
nor can I yet bear mixed companies ; but 1 do not 
withdraw myself from the society of my fiknds ; 

• Mrs. Carter's Letter, giving sn account of Miss Talbot's 
death, » published page 277 ^i her Memoifrs, quarto edition; 
aud likewise at the conclusion of the Letters between Miss 
Talbot and Mrs. Carter in this collectioiu 

and 



Iind though I am not capable of any high degree of 
pleasure, my thoughts are perfectly awake to the 
innumerable and unmerited blessings which I en- 
joy, and I hope -no deprivation will ever make me 
forget how sensibly I should feel the loss of any of 
those which remain. Under these restrictions I 
believe you will not accuse me of indulging any 
unreasonable grief, by fixing my attention as much 
as possible on the dear object who has engaged it 
for so long a course of years. While she was in a 
rnortal state I was accustomed to look up to her as 
the most perfect pattern of goodness I ever knew; 
and now my thoughts pursue her into the world of 
glorified spirits with more awful impressions : and* 
I cannot help considering her sometimes as more 
present to my niind thati when the veil of corporeal 
obstruction confused her view. There is no de- 
scribing the various sentiments with which this idea 
strikes me-^From the whole of what I feel on this' 
affecting subject, I find reason for thankfulness tp 
Him who " gives and takes away,** with eqUaL 
goodness to all, whos^ inconsiderate folly does not ' 
counteract and disappoint the gracious purpose iof 
ail his various dispensations, to the children of 
men. Pray for me, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that I ' 

may not incur this guilt 1 have been laymg 

open my internal state in a very unreserved manner : 
it will at lenst help you to discover that though I 

an^ 
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9m deeply affected my i^omd is^^ not unhappy; and 
at tbi$ i know you will kindly rejoice. You have 
top QQuch feelingi I am sure, not to ba pleaded to 
hear jtl^ajt poor Mrs. Talbot submits to her affliction 
with perfect resignjajion, ^nd ia wonderfully sup-? 
Ij^orted wnder it 

I have th(S pliea^ujije to inform you Mrs. Dunbaif 
is much better, and hs^s not any one consumptive 
symptom ; her disorder is on her nerves ; sh^ is 
very little foUpn away, and accompanies Mrs, J, 
Pitt this, evening to a very large party at Mrs. Mon<v 
jtagu's ; Mr. Punbar is. in search of a better iu>use^ 
l^ut en attendant they seem very happy i^ South, 
§tr^t. Mrs, Montagii continues upon, thq whole 
in better hea}th than usual, but I fear will be hur^ 
l)y the iatigues of the \Yinter, Fashionable life is a^ 
hard service, md, when once people ^r^ ^Qg&^ed in. 
it, the d|smisslQj[i. I suppose is not very easily pro- 

Never was ther^ a more ti^ue position tb^n yourX 
t|iat. " few, people give then^sdves time to bq frienji%" 
0, i^tura) consequence of a^ mor^ general maxim, 
t))atfQ^y people givq themselves time to be as wis/^, 
ja?. gopd* and happy^ as. Heiw?n. designed; thienj cv^ 
|l% tt^P present mortal s^^ 



tXTT£S 



LETTER LIL 



Clarges Street, Feb. 25, 1770, 

Befoue this lime, my dfear Mr^. VtBey^ 
I imagihe you must have received t^o Lettet"S from 
Jne, writ since that which I had froih yoti direietetf 
td D6flL I believe that m both, and I aih sure 1: 
did in one, iheittion Mrs. Dunbar, but I cahhol 
forbear answering your Note, which Mrs. Mohtagii 
gave me last night, for fear you should' imaging 
tliere^ is any alteration for the w'of se. Mts. Diinbar 
is certainly better, but rietvdus dfedrdets hang Ibn^ 
on hand, as I hav6 woeful ekperieilce, and are d 
most miserable state of suffering ; but I met her 
yesterday at Lady F. Coiiingsby's, appearing very 
tolerable; she builds her hopes of recovery on 
warm weather and sea bathing, and there is a great 
probability that she conjectures right Mrs. Mon« 
tagu continues in better health than I almost ever 
remember hen Our friends in Arlington Street are 
likewise well. I dined and spent a very quiet even* 
ing there on Tuesday, in a very small company* 
Indeed my spirits are by no^eans equal to a large 
one. 

What 



What a lesson to ambition, if ambition could 
jfeel, is the rapid progress of our late Chancellor *, 
from his exaltation to his grave ! He refused the 
seals on Wednesday morning, accepted them op 
Wednesday night, was taken ill on Thursday, and 
.was dead before Saturday night ! 
. Pr^ direct yoqr Letters to myself; for if you 
cpplose them JQ . our dear careless friend, they 
Sometin^es lie,$ev^raj days quietly in hpr dressings- . 
rpom, before she thijjks of -giving them to m^.. 
And tell me jn- your ijext whether I may enclpsc 
yonY\p(f Mr. Vesey, fori 4o not understand the 
ext^t of your privilege. Adieu, my popf. bead 
lyiU hold put no loijger,; than while I ser^l nay. 
^ectipnate love to Mrs. Handcock, and beg to have 
^e pleasure of hearing from you very soon. 

* Lord Mordeii, bette^ known by the nam^ of Mr. Charles 
'Jorke. The circumstances of this''event arc sufficiently public, 
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LETTER LIII. 

Clarges Street, March 3, 1?70« 

I HOPE, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that tho 
enclosed drawing and the description will give you 
^p idea of Miss Finch's dress, though it would be 
utterly unintelligible to me, from my total ignorance 
of the subject. As there was some time necessary 
for adjusting the affair, it was not possible for me 
to be more expeditious, though Miss Freame was 
80 good ^ to make all imaginable dispatch in pro** 
curing all the materials and assistances requisite for 
giving as complete an idea as might be. 
. I wi'ote to you about a fortnight ago, but I fancy 
you had not received my Letter when your^s was 
writ. You are wiser in the conduct of your rage 
for amusements in Ireland, than we are here, as 
you certainly' a.void some inconveniencies by having 
your habit balls without masques. Nothing but 
such a concealment could have encouraged a scan- 
dalous insult on the company in the lust masque* 
rade, from some wretch or other who appeared in 
a dress, which was contrived to represent no tlress 
«tall: and is said to have been extremely inde- 

I have 



I have so miserable a fit of the head-ache that 
writing is extremely painful to me ; but I cannot 
conclude without giving you the pleasure of know- 
ing that the Essay on Shakespear goes on acquiring 
an encreasing reputation, instead of losing any 
thing of its first admiration. 
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LETTER LIV. 

Clarges Street, March 31, 1770. 

I EEXL unquiet, my dear Mrsi Vwey, at 
having longer than usual deferred thanking you for 
ymr Letter, but my unfortunate head has made 
me so indolent that it is with great reluctance X. 
take up n^ pen ; and it is much encreased by the 
utter incapacity I feel of writing any thing worthr 
leading — But it is always worth an exertion to pre*- 
¥en(;^the solicitude of an absent friend, and there- 
fore, "for feair you should think me worse than I 
really am, I am determined to d^r writing not 
longer. 

I am glad the dra'^ing reached you in proper 
time, and answered your purpose, I know not of 

any 
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(■Ay dr^wijig or print <if Miss Finch in Miss 
J>«ame'$ pQs^sfion. But howeyar, you wili pro* 
feaMy sopn, have an appoctunity of applying with a 
w^y good gmce to herself, as tibe said Misd 
Fr^axDe is shortly to b^ome your cousin, on. whicb 
1 congratulate you. Mr. Dawson's lotseeoift tx> fao 
most six3^ularly favourable in fixing on the persost 
^ho of all others appears qualified to supply tor 
iiloiy so far aa it possibly caa be supplied^ the dls* 
(snguishftd Q^iiceilence of that angel he has lost. I£ 
9.hi^ d^cee of good, sense, tbe.rightest principles^ 
% 6nQ iiK^gination, an elegant taste, and great 
^we^n^is" of temper csin make hinv hap9)y^ I am 
persuaded he will find them all in Miss Freame^ 
All. the femily in general, and Lady Louisa Claytoik 
in> particular, seems extremely well pleased wichi 
thb er^t ; she has been in town some time, and 
is very agreeably^ engaged in nursing her sweet little * 
^1, who- was born about three weeks ago. 

Our dear Mrs. Montagu has- been ill of her oldi 
complaint, but alter a week's confinenHient is agaki 
Bdoring in a gay circle, 'till exertion, and over fa- 
tigue lays her up again; hor strength is not equal to 
her spirits, and tJie continual round of di^sipatioa 
dhe lives in ; but it is in vain to talk to her, and 
one can os^y hope the summer quiet will give her 
itupngth &>r the ne^t wmter's campaiip. 

I rejoico 



• 

I rejoice in the prospect of seeing you in Bolton*^ 
row next January, when I -hope I shall be more 
capable of enjoying your society, than I- should 
have been in the dark months of this last tnelan* 
choly winter. It is without any of the regret that 
one usually feels from the prospect of a general 
dispersion, that, I see the season advancing that 
will consign me to the solitude and retirement, 
where I hppe to regain that cheerfulness of spirits 
and capacity of being pleased and amused, which 
I find it so difficult ever to acquire in my present 
situation. By some means or other I have seen less 
this year thaA usual of the people whonv I the most 
wish to see, except in general company : and the 
uninteresting scenes of mixed spdety have been 
insipid and tiresome, to me to the highest degree. 
The conversation of a friend in every disposition 
does one good ; but the ^beart must be perfectly at 
ease to enable one .to receive any amusement irom 
the general topics of the. world. Yet do not iraa* 
g^e for this reason I shut myself up ; for indeed I 
go on with my usual train de vie, am thankful 
whenever I can fiqd my attention agreeably en- 
gaged, and contented with my ennui when I am. 
not. 

Mrs. J. Pitt and Mrs. Ch. Fielding have been 
with me this morning, and I have another Letter to 

write 
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write before I set out to Spring-gardens, where X 
am to dine, so I must conclude when I have sent 
my affectionate love to Mrs. Handcock, and told 
you a second edition of the Essay is printing.. 



LETTER LV. 

Clarget Street, u<pn7 28| 1770. 

It was exceedingly kind in you, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, to give me the pleasure of hearing 
from you so expeditiously, and my conscience will 
not be at rest till I have thanked you for it. I am 
much obliged to you for your anxiety about the 
effect which my solitude may have on my spirits^ 
but I believe I may venture to assure you that it 
will be far from doing me any harm ; indeed my 
own apprehension is, that I. shall be less retire^ 
than I could wish, as there will be so much jdo- 
mestic business for me as must engage more. of my 
time and thoughts than my inclination would chuso 
to allow them. My two damsels have behaved so 
wickedly during my absenc<3, that no consideration 
of my own ease ought to prevent my parting with 

them; 
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tBiem; and I am looking out for t^v^ others to 
fupply their place, who know no onfe earthly thing 
but how to dpeak truth and do as they are bid. 
One such prize I have found, and am watching for 
another equally ignorant. So you may easily ima* 
,gine I shall have too much employment, first in 
teaching myself, and next in teaching them the art 
and mystery of their business, to allow me to think 
of making any excursions this summer. I ought 
to fed the less reluctance at the task which lies be- 
fore me, as I have so little power of application 
for my srtudies that would be more amusing ; and I 
take pleasure in the thought of endeavouring at 
least to make two human creatures useful and happy, 
nor am I discouraged by any former want of sue* 
cess ; the trial is always a duty, and with success 
i have nothing to do. 

1 cannot give you toy vefy new intelligence of 
Mrs. Ann Pitt, as I have not seen hei* lately. I 
passed an evening with her t6te4-tfete some timfe 
ago in town, and have since spent a day with her 
at Knightsbridge ; she then looked better than I 
had deed her, but her appearance is so much al- 
tered that it would strike you greatly. In general 
her he^th is, I fear, in an uncomfortable way. It 
mutt ^ve you pleasure td feel the return of your 
statural disposition towards her. I hope she is in 
to danger; iKit even if i^e ivas, any pain which 

, 8 you 
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you might soffet for her loss would be softened by 
the consciousness of having before it was too late, 
felt those kind and friendly affections, which I be* 
lieve every good mind will think, in, whatever state 
of alienation those with whom we have been once 
connected leave the world, to have been always 
^eir due, the moment that all possibility is lost of 
tibeir oflfending no more, 

I am sure. you. was greatly shocked at the death 
of poor Miss Luttrel after so short an illness. 
There is something very striking in the reflections, 
which arise on considering the tumultuous feelings 
of a human so.ul, which finds itself hurrying a.way 
from the warm pursuits of gay unthinking life into 
the cold air and solitary abode of the grave, where it 
discovers nothing congenial to its own happiness. In 
tb^Qxt^rcys^oC iol^UectgeiLtalentSi in thefkiendlyaBd 
vjrtUQU^ ^Qf;t}fiAa!Q£ the heat^ in the sobltnied and 
noble amusegoente ofdteUcateandrefihedimaginatibn, 
the mind looks forward with a cheerful expectation 
tiiat every object of reasonable pleasure will subsist 
through every change of existence. But when death 
once drops the curtain on the harlequin farce of 
versatile unmeaning folly, ail hope of any future 
representation is for ever lost. 

You would have had this Letter some d^ys 
sponer, but an attack of feverish head-ache has ab- 
.Mlutely disqualified me for writing. I am better 

to-day, 
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today, and hope to have finished before Mrs. Mon* 
tagu calls for me, as we are going to dine with Mrs* 
Pulteney. 1 have told Mrs. Montagu your pa- 
thetic lamentations on her silence, to which I hope 
she will pay due attention; but indeed between 
company and Letters of business, she is extremely 
harassed. I hope before this reaches you Mr. pnd 
Mrs. Dunbar will be safely arrived. I rejoice in 
this favourable wind and fine weather, which will 
waft them over to-day. Mrs. J. Pitt is very well ; 
she and I have formed a delectable scheme of visit- 
ing some of the venerable remain^ of ancient mag- 
nificence in London. Peiidez vous, ma ch^re amie, 
car voila des spectacles, et vous n y serez pas *. 
Adieu ! Heaven bless you, and let me hear from 
you $oon. 

♦ Probably alluding to the well-known Letter of Henry IV. 
of France to the brave Grrillon, " Fends toi, brave Grillon, 
nottt avona combattus a Arques, & tn n'y etoi$ pas,^ - 
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LETTER LVI. 

Deal, July 21, 1770. 

» 

ThouOh I painfully feel and lament my 
own inactivity, do not allege it as an excuse for 
your silence^ my dear Mrs. Vesey, that you find 
tliat for any considerable time it ever prevents my 
writing to you. I heartily grieve to find you havei 
suffered so much from your apprehensions about 
dear good Mrs. ITandcock, though I hope they arose 
more from the quick alarm to which every strong 
affection is so liable, than from any real danger of 
those consequences which presented themselves to 
your imagination. When your spirits have reco- 
vered their late attack, \ hope you will be able to 
consider Mrs. Handcock's illness as a terror that is 
past, imd not, as you seem to do, as a pardfular 
warning of any thing future. The very condition 
of mortality indeed is a general warning against any 
absolute security in any enjoyment liable to the 
hourly deprivations of a changing world. But 
while the blessings which are allotted us carry no 
apparent symptoms of dang% it is certainly both our 
interest and our duty to enjoy them with cheerfulness 
and gratitude, and submit their continuance to tha 
VOL. IV. C decisioa 
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fjeckioH oC HeavGH, i»>&tead of fomniiig m^y p^f^fol 
conjectures! al>out it fron> our own visi:,nafy imagi? 
nation. It is surely strongly and unnecessarily tor^ 
mcnting ourselves to €lou4 tl]^ lustre and disturl^f 
the enjoyment of ah actual fii>e day \^y conjarpg. 
vff> the ideal horrors of a Srtorm. 

I arpr vexed and drsappointed to iirtcl you havp 
seen so little* of I^ady Dartrey, a» I tia^ set my 
Jieart oh yqiiv becoming acquainted w:itfe a ch^^ 
ractcr, whicii tp Uc estcciuc4 and loycd f^eeds oaly 
fo be kqowq. 

With vcg^rd tQ the hiiii^yiftg departure t\'hicf> 
ymi rosentioHi I ani pei?fectly persuaded ^at thp^ 
person io' question ha$ not the least termor o^ 
any appffritio/i, a^ tliat the circni^istance yx)u f^- 
gret has no* other fouqdjition than merely the na- * 
tuml restlessness of an unhj^ppy »CFveus consti- 
tution* 

Our deap Mx^ jVIontasti is ao^ into Northumber-? 
land-after a? Met tt»pleasa|it jourpey, during whicj^ 
she was not at all ^yell, ^roin ^u)e retucp of he^ 
bilious disorder ft ivas Jiappy ^i^ had thi& attack 
while she wai^at Hagley, and notjpt an inn. Slier 
writes me woi'd sh^ is now well. Mrs. €happne i^ 
with her, at whicli J am niucb^ pleased, for %vith 
her uncertain health ft would be excessively ua» 
conifortable to be at su§}i 8t ^isJiilicQ without « 
friend.- 
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^ jji is ibhc 'bea4-ache that has preiseir^ed ^e $ro^ 
AUc love of things^-^ iny ff^eqds, so far a^ they c^iji 
And me of any consequence, have reason jto thinj: 
ihen^selycs obliged to it, ^s it gives them so undi.- 
vided a pojtsessioa .9/ my heart Perlmps ^09 I 
may cl^im some little mer,it with the^ for not re- 
Ijretting my i^nsopli^sticated a^tt^-chrnent to them, ii^ 
spite of ^bat I n^ust sometimes feel in ijiqt con^ 
yersing with the ^vorld ,upon equ^-l termj. 

You ,fei9,ice me by your intelUgenqe jthpi 3^* 
J>unbar ^s n9^ Ukely .t9 pa^s finy considqi'able p^t 
/©f his time y^ Irelai?d. pye,vipon you for \vl\istling 
jfmd singing 9^r dear A^rs. Dunbar, aijel perhaps 
yourself, int9 ft C9ld h The;re b^3 beejp scarcely ^ 
^day in tl^is country fit S(fv suclji ft Statj^pq a.a you ^^e- 
jgcribe. It is 4;rue the sun is high and the trees are 
jgreen, bi^t tt^e fiir is chilling ai;id ungenial, ^id 
^there is ^otlih^g like the feeling pf sur^mer. As tp 
your epquiri^ gjf how I do ? ^nd what I tlUnk ? ^ 
^do like any one >vho every day ^qqls increai^ing s^mp- 
^toms of the deptedatiops p^f time qp a sh^tteiret^ 
.machine ; and I eip^eayour ,^9 think such thougli^ 
13^ l;)efit suc^i 81 discoyqry ?*. Adieu, my deju' Mrs. 
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* Curantcm quiccjuid (^ign^m s[i];:|iet^tc .bonqg : est, 

Hon. 

I jFor tljp rcpl^ of Isocratc^ to thjp satpp questiqti seeJLqttcjf 
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Vescy. I hope you threw in something like a 
doubt about your ccHning to England, merely to- 
quicken my wishes^ which wa* by no means ne- 
cessary. My affectionate love and best wishes of 
•f'speedy and perfect recovery to Mrs. Handcock. 



LETTER LVII. 

Deal, Sept, 10, 1770^ 

As the gentle Naiads seem so much more 
congenial to your constitution, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
than the boisterous Cyclops^ I hope your recourse 
to their stream will be attended with success, and 
confute the reasonings of the doctor. Indeed it 
grieves me to find that your anxiety for Mrs» 
Handcock was no sooner over than you was at- 
tacked by a pain of your own. But such are the 
chances of this " work-a-day world !" We often 
feel that health which we cannot enjoy from our 
concern for those we love ; on the other hand, as 
soon as our heart is at ease for others, we are 
discomposed, perhaps, by some painful atten- 
tion to ourselves. Thus passes life in an alterna- 

tion 
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tion of private and of social suffering ; and yet so 
wondei'ful and so merciful is the composition of our 
existence, that innumerable pleasures find a place 
amidst the evils of mortality, and, upon the whole, 
we suffer only just enough to reconcile us to the 
limits of our present -duration, and to extend our 
views to futurity. 

How m-uch do I feel myself obliged to you for 
wishing so kindly that I might share your charming 
morning scene of the river ; yet I think I would ^ 
rather choose to meet you in the more solemn re- 
treat, where the moonlight gleams through the 
gotMc window. I hope you will transport your- 
self on one of riie beams to return my visit on the 
sea-shore, where the moon forms a scene equally 
solemn, though in a different style, and I believe 
you would find the soft murmurs of the ebbing 
waves as musically soothing as the whispers of your 
trees. I was heartily sorry for what you must feel 
from the apprehensions of losing so suddenly any 
person of whom you speak with so much kindness 
and affection ; I hope, however, the favourable al- 
teration continued, and that by this time the danger 
is past. 

Miss Finch desires her best compliments, and 
thanks for your kind enquiries. Lady Charlotte 
i^rought her hither about a month ago to bathe in 

the 






the sea for a wealctfess 6f uewes, ^Yl^ch" l^as p/o-* 
bab'Iy been rencjered wprse by the vcfy long and fah 
iiguing walks Bl\e took when she was abroad. Lady 
Charlotte sfeid here ^bout teri days, and then, left^ 
fills' dear deposit to my charge. I flatten piyself 
ihe U tetter th^n when she 4ame, ^id, | th^nk 
God; there aire no symptoms of that di?sordef which' 
tiai lieen So' fatal in tlie family, ^s well fr^m my 
6wn ^nclinatiori, as froflfi my promise tp Lad^ Char-, 
lotte, I give up n\y wlplc time and attention t6 her; 
4nd shatt th|nk myself e.N;trcri[icly happy i( I can h'^ 
ir^ £cny degree useful io her. But alas,; my deaif 
iiriend, haw p'alnfally dqes one f(fel th^ convi^tioiij ' 
of htrniiaft' weakness und$r the sad cxp^rienc$ lio\t 
very little o\iit utmost endeavours' ca:h contribute toi 
tenpifove the sufferings of th^se for whoqfi we are tiie 
iMoH ieridea^Iy Interested^ yet ihc little wc can doj 
Oifght diligently aiid thankfully to b^ done^ and tlid 
success SLub'mitted tc^. Him iiji wAose power alon^ arei 
the source! of comfort and of happinesi to our-^. 
ielves aitd all we lo^e; — Mfss Finch is to remain 
here a fortnight longer. Lord Wipchelsea is at: 
|)resei]|i at Pciatl> fojr tiijk sake of being with his 
lister; E[e* appeair* to be a mo§t alniabl? young 
ir^atl; nii inann^rs" are extremely engagid^, and 
ihfere is ihe titmo^ ^Vgp^iety in his behaviour, witi^- 
{hj^ kas^ tt^^t^ of |)ertri^ss «t ftflfe tb^ioii whij[tr 

eteri 
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t^fety and I hope he will, do the &awk honour fts 
All tlie other branches of th^ family to the Fertttol^ 
school. 

Adieu, iriy dear Mn. Vesey ; tliis lias been ^Vrii 
h phisieures reprises, but I wiis determined to writif 
6j& soon as I could^ and htive jrou to draw the iil- 
ferenoe. The last Letter I had from Mrs. Montagu 
gave a very good account of her health, but no de- 
termination aboui ilh^U fllie should travel $0(|tli^ 
tvard* 



Ui- 



t^TTER LVtIL 



tunstal; jj% 31), ufi. 



V(jU desired to lifear from tj^e, 'tny dki^ir 
%iis. Yesey, before I reached tlic end of my jour- 
hey, ai^d it is not an aching head that sh4ll preveo^ 
my attempting iU I got hither tti tea yesterday 
afternoon, and found my sister and family very well 
and in good Stpii^lts, whidh was a great happiness td 
me, and the only circumstance tl^at cm rehdcr thi^ 
phcG eveft tolera bly agreeably? to . fn^j wiiich iit itr 
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self I suffictendy dislike. Though the weather is 
close and hot within doors, there is nothing likft 
the balmy airs of summer without, but a chili un* 
genial blast that shakes the blue fogs frcnn the 
trees, and seems to scatter agues over the face of 
the country. If it was my destination to live in this 
place, it would be my business to set about investi- 
gating all its advantages ; but as happily I am noty 
this would be an umiecessaty trouble to a passen- 
ger, and so I content myself with feeling very 
thankful for a purer aif and more agreeable situa- 
tion at home, where I may sit and think without 
interruption of the dear friends from whom I have 
just parted. 

I was extremely fetigued yesterday by the dnst, 
which I should think it shameful to complain of 
merely as an inconvenience, if it did not always 
make me really so ill as to deprive me of the enjoy^ 
ment of the beautiful prospects on the road, and 
every other advantage of the couQtry. This inca- 
pacity is particularly vexatious at a time when one 
would wish to have the quickest feeling of every 
pleasing dircumstance of the situation on which 
One is catering, as a compensation for the loss of 
that which one has just left; It is no doubt a very 
reason^bte wish that the whole creation should con- 
tribute to our amusement, and neither moral not 
physical impediment evei^ stand in the way of our 

perfectly 
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perfectly enjoying at one season the conversation of 
our friends, and at another ^ the song of the night^ 
ingales and the bloom of roses ; and thus one plea* 
sure be immediately replaced by another. A fine 
system this, and a state of trial extremely well 
adapted to the undeviating rectitude of such beings 
as the race of Adam ! After all, we must be con- 
tented to take things as they are; and it is from 
our own folly if they are not mighty well The 
whole secret conisists in connecting one part of our 
existence with the other, and supplying present d&? 
ficiencies by future hopes. Under any teizing in- 
capacity of enjoying the fairest season, the most 
enchanting landscapes, and the gayest music upon 
earth, it is only looking forward to the walks of 
Paradise, where no head-ache will interrupt our 
attention to their beauties. And the best conso- 
lation in parting with our friends is to anticipate 
the society of Paradise, in which there will be no 
more separation. 

I had the happiness of a Note from Mrs. Mon- 
tagu just before I left London, in which she ia- 
forms me of her having been perfectly mcU ever 
since she left town. I hope you will be able to 
contrive your affairs so as to go to Tunbridge, as I 
am persuaded the waters will do you good. Do 
pray teU ftie very soon how you do, aj^d send me 
an account of all the rareee-shows, and all the 

playthings^ 



^aythingSy nhd all the playfellows you have pickecf 
Up since I s^w you^ I propose being at Deal oil 
Friday evening. 






I^EtTER tlX. 



Ileal, Jwit 13, 17rii 

/ 

By all means, liiy dear Mr§, Vesey, leave 
Dr. James to swallow his own powdeh, and Mr; 
Vesey to squabble with his two old gentlemen, and 
do you get as fast as you can to Tuhbrtdge; If 
yoa do not find health in the springs you will at 
least acquire good spirits from the «bciety; But 
indeed I do think you will be the better both from 
Ihe water and the air. At least yoli mu$t be the 
ivorse for continuing any longer in the heat and suf- 
focation of London. I hoped you had beenl at 
Lady Primrose's, disporting yourself on the bank^ 
of the Thames, and not stifled between brick .wall^ 
in London. . I am obliged to you for confirming aU 
the good accGfunts of our friends at Tunbridge, vtdL 

that 
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tiiat I am brihied by it to think it s^ iu$aieht«iK« 
cuse for your not >\'riting to me before. 

Do not reproach me with being glad to get out Cff 
town, for however that might be^ I certainly wai 
^orry to leave you, especially at a time when I 
flight hope to sec ipore of ycft^ than the innumen 
i-able claims Jqur otl^er friends bad on you woukt 
^llow me to' do in the winter. But indeed it wai 
proper for me to return home. I have passed my 
time in sqlitary tranquilUfy ever since I have beeni 
here, as my father is not yfct returned ; so after the 
first bqstle of arranging my apartment and settling^ 
the family was ovel*, I have been for iflost part of 
ilic day in absolute sHence &nd quiet. 

You do not mention whether Mr. anc^ Mrs. Dun^ 
t»ar £|,r0 to spend any time at Tunbridge, nor doesi: 
iho mention it herself. I find ]Mrs. Montagu leads 
ix very quiet life theft, neter mixes in society but 
when she is prinking the waters. I am persuaded 
this circumstance will greatly contribute to her re- 
tpvery^ aft I Am cert£(in the fatigue of constant ex- 
|jrtion, alid being in q succession of company, very 
tnuch increased, if it >vas not the original cause o^ 
her illiiess. Your going to her will give a gaiety 
io her spirits, and form such a degree of society as 
ivithout. fatigue will prevent iier from feeling too 
much solitude. But do not seduce lier into any 
of your lively schemed of being diverted to death, 

for 
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for I am not sure that sHe may be so absolutely 
proof against your enchantments, as I was when I 
gained that memorable victory, which prevented 
you from carrying me to every place you had ever 
heard of in England or Wales, in the space of 
time biarely necessary to convey any mere mortal 
gentlewoman from London to Old Windsor, to 
•dine with good Lady Primrose. 

I do not by these wise injunctions wish to resti*aitl 
your own flights at Tunbridge, for I believe they 
do you a great deal of good, and most heartily shall 
I rejoice to hear of any thing that does you good, 
for I cannot say I atn much pleased with your ac- 
count of yourself. Why will good Mrs. Handcock 
persist in making you take medicines that seem so 
totally to disagree with you ? But perhaps, poor 
soul, I accuse her wrongfully, and ^he cannot help 
your taking them ; for I know, when you please, 
you are very refractory. Pray be good, and do as 
you ought, and let me hear a better account of 
your proceedings, and let the next Letter be froift 
Tunbridge. When you write to Mr. Vesey, I beg 
you will recommend his bringing his two old gen- 
tlemen to England, in hopes they may be as dila* 
tory here as they have been in Ireland, and that I 
think win secure my seeing you next. winter. 
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LETTEH LX. 

Deal, Julji 26, 1771. 

Though I am always very ready, my 
dear Mrs. Vesey, to admit an honest excuse, I 
have so very little toleration for an ingenious one, 
that I was much less satisfied with the reason which 
you gave for not writing from Tunbridge, than if 
you had left me to form some candid allowance of 
my own. I am heartily rejoiced at last to hear tl^at 
the Sunning-hill waters agree with you, and if you 
find the good effect continue, pray do give them 
fair play, and do not hurry back so as to lose the 
benefit of the time which you have already be- 
stowed on them. A month or six weeks can make 
no great difierence in your return to Ireland, M^here, 
alas,' you are to remain so long, and may make a 
very important one in the establishment of your 
health. ^- 

It is scarcely possible, I should suppose, that 
you can have resisted the temptation of the great 
spectacle in your neighbourhood'; at least I think, 
in the same situation, I could not. Yet perhaps I 
might have been disappointed in the expectation of 
realizing my ideas of gothic *grandeur and solem* 

nity^. 
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il^% *stoo probably the wliole sho\V will hk in(li^ 
meed by the genius of modern taste, which h^n 
j$abstituted the tinsel of finery and the whims o^' 
jbucy, for tlie noble ornaments of mitgnilicence^ 
jand tlie splenin apcji sublime enchantments qf ima^^ 
Ration. 

I angi happy .to ll(Sa,^ oii 4W h?pd3 jthje gpod acJ* 
l^cmut of MrSi jV^ontagu's }j(|balth. If she tan but 
.ItoDqijiire virtue enough to ^.ct when ;^he jp well to a 
(Ocrtaiiy degree as if she wjci^e sic^, it may be hoped 
jthal tlie prescat amendment m^y be lasting ; but if 
bet genius ijs resolved to liye up to thp height of hei* 
jconstitutio^^ like all otjjer prodigals, it will soon run- 
licyond ji.t I heartily grieve ;to thinjk that Lady 
DiMlrey l?aS flot ^^eceived that benefit from Tun- 
^MTidge wli^ch for some time ijt aecu?.ed to promise. 
Ste has Jl?cen very ill. She very kindly wrote ta 
^ne as soon 99 she got ,to Londoo, to prevent my 
jbdng alarmed by hearitig a worge account of her 
^ness from somebody .else. Till tbi^ Post I hav^i 
Hot been well e;iough to than^ her for this kmd at? 
j^tion. Tliis ffp has prevented my ^writing to you- 
J9S S999 aj5 I wished, and much ^ooaer jthaji you ,cter 
jxtyeA ; howeverj I think ydu will hardly hate left 
X)ld Windsor before tlys reaches you, which conr 
.ireys to ypu my good wjshes for a pleasant journey, 
a safe voyage, dnd overy other good circumstance 
^that c^Q contribute ^6 your qomfojt und happiness. 

■ ■■ ■■ V 
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tfy^M have tke least glimpse of a prospect of doiiti^ 
ing tp Englaad next spring, I feel sure you will nofl 
Refuse me the pleasure of communicating it 

Lady Ancrani and Mrs. Crofton have been some 
Cit^e at Deal, an 4 bave been s,o good as to call oi^ 
me pretty often. -4s Mrs. Crofton and I were sitr- 
Iting in iijiy room on Tuesday, there was a tap at 
jthe door, and it immediately opened. As we are 
^equally short-sighted, neither could discover who 
this ^visitor %ras, arid after talking her over all the 
4vhile she was w?ilking up the room, by the time she 
arrived >vithin an inch of our eyes, we discovered i| 
to be Mrs. Dunbar. Only think how I rejoiced at 
j^iL^ unexpected vision: ft M'as too transient, for 
her abode is at Margate, where Mr. I>unbar has 
taken a hou^e for the benefit of s€a-bathi;)g. They 
both looked well and |n spirits, a^id ha\^ promise^i 
^o come to peal ^gain, 

B^ so good .as Jo p^-esent njiy compliments t^ 
Lady Primrose. I am very glad Jo hear she is 4fe 
least tolerably ^ell, which it is to be feared is aljt. 
^hat can be expected frdqi such an invalid constitu-* 
fion a$ her s. Adieu, dear Mrs. V.cscy^ One proof 
pi my love, amongst many others, is, my writing t^ 
you when I can scarce j^ec a lettcj? pjr unjierstand % 
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LETTER LXI. 

Deal, Aug. 30, 1771. 

Ar£ not you the finest of fine ladies, 
to make engagements with people one day, and for-- 
get both engagements and people the next ? You 
bid me write to you on the road, and commit ray 
Letter to the care of Mrs. Dunbar, who would 
know how to convey it to you. You will see by 
the enclosed that I most dutifully obeyed you; but 
when I mentioned it to Mrs. Dunbar, to my utter 
iistonishment she told me you had not mentioned a 
word about it, nor did she know any more than I 
where you was to be found; and so my poor 
Letter has been shut up closely ever since, waiting 
when you would give a signification for its enlarge- 
ment, which did not arrive till yesterday. 

I leave Mrs. Dunbar to give you an account 
how well slie is pleased with this country, and I 
hope it will be such a one as will make you half 
wild to see it. You know her too well to need any 
account from me how happy I am in her being 
here. Adieu ! Pray tliiuk with due compunction 
of your tricks, and let me hear from you very soon ; 
you promised to write to me on the road, but aot 

alias 



a line have I received since you left Old Windsor* 
I long to know where you are^ and what you are 
doing, and where you have been; mind and answer 
all these questions as an atonement for your past 
faults. 



£NCLOS£D IN THE FORMER. 

LETTER LXII. 

Deal, Aug. 20, 1771. 

I READ your Letter last night, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, by the soft melancholy light of this 
fair autumnal moon, as I was sitting on the sea- 
shore, soothed by the lulling murmur of the ebbing 
waves. The stillness of the unruffled ocean, and 
the solemn sceneiy formed by a shadowy illumina- 
tion, had composed my mind into that pensive kind 
of tranquillity whibh has such an inexplicable union 
with the tenderest feelijngs of the heart. In such a 
disposition, only guess in' what manner I must have 
been affected by your Letter, the farewell for an 
absence of so many long months! Indeed it was' 
too much for my spirits, and 1 will not attempt to 
vo% IV. D describe 
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describe wliat I felt When we parted in town 
you were certainly as effectually out of my reach, 
and I had as little prospect of seeing you before 
the year 1773, as when yoa was preparing to cross 
St. George's Channel : yet, all the while I knew 
you to be in England, I did not feel your absence 
as a separation, in the manner as it strikes me now. 
Yet days, and weeks, and months are things of 
limited duration, and the period will come back, I 
trust, which will restore you to the society of your 
friends on this side the water ; so let us pass the 
intermediate time with the cheerful hope of meet- 
ing again, and with the spirited hope of returning, 
aAer every separation, wiser and better to each 
other, and with improving prospects of that meet- 
ing which will not be embittered with the thoughts 
of any future separation^ . 

' The last Letter I received from you was dated 
July 19: I answered it as usual, and heard no^ 
more of you till your's yesterday from ShrewTsbury. 
If there was any other left for me at Wfaidsor, do 
write and enquire for it, for I really cannot submit 
to the loss of it, and I dare say it is reposing very 
quietly in the pocket of some of Lady Primrose's 
servants. 

I know Mrs. Handcock never writes, therefore 
her silence was no mark of oblivion, and from the 
mature of her disposition J was very sure she had 

not 
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fiot fbrgcrt mir Now you do sometimes write : and 
therefore, whenever you do not, I have a right to 
conclude, from the nature of your disposition, that 
you are too much engaged by things^ to find your- 
self at leisure to think of people : and therefore pro- 
bably had forgot me. If I could transport myself 
on some moonlight evening to partake your reve- 
ries at Lucan, you would be very certain of having 
me very soOn at your elbow : but I do not find so 
strong a temptation in the thought of making one 
in so numerous a party. 

I had several times the pleasure, of seeing Mr. 
and Mrs. Dunbar while they were at Margate, and 
spent two days with them. I never saw them in 
better health or spirits : they went away sooner than 
they wished, to see after, a house near town, which 
they seemed to think they should hire. I have not 
heard from Mrs. Montagu this age; but I begged 
her not to write till she had done rambling. Mrs* 
Crofton is still here, and desires her compliments; 
jshe is so good as to call often upon me, and means 
to continue some time longer at this place, which is 
a gr«at pleasure to me. 

As Mrs. Henry accompanies you in your depar- 
ture from us, I hope she will likewise accompany 
your return ; though «he did not give me all the 
encouragement to expect her again as I could have 
i^ished. Never wjw^. there, I believe, a more per- 

D S feet 
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fed integrity, nor a Warmer spirit of benevolence 
in any character than her*s, nor guided by more 
excellent principles. I hope soon to hear from one 
or both of you, that you are safely landed. I am 
happy that there has not been one stormy day 
since the date of your last Adieu ! blessings at* 
tend you. 



LETTER LXIIL 

Deal, Oct. 10, 1771, 

* 

It very seldom happens, my dear Mv^ 
Vesey, that I suffer a. fortnight to pass between a 
Letter from you, and my thanks for it But in^ 
deed ever since I received the welcome account of 
your being safely landed, my head-aches have been 
so frequent and so violent, and consequently the 
languor which succeeded Ihem, has been so oppres- 
sive as to have most totally disqualified me for any 
degree of application ; this must plead my excuse, 
and I am sure your affection for me will allow it to 
be a sufficient one. 

You are equally true to your particularities I 
fii/d on each side the water, and while you regret 

> "Poets, 
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" Po^ Sta)Cii$men» Players^ Geniuses, and SchQ 
lars," it proves your attachment not to ^e^/>/e but 
to things^ for what is all this but mere drapery and 
ornament ! I do not pretend to determine for the 
others, contained in your catalogue: but I insist 
on having Justice done to myself, and therefore I 
beg that you will certity in your next Letter, tlxat so 
far as I have a share in your regrets^ and a share I 
am vain enough to think I have, you will regret 
me^ Elizabeth Carter, stript to the naked heait, and 
imder the appearance of a faithful and most affec- 
tionate friend. When you have once fully settled 
y^ur estimation of this pointy I will not quarrel with 
you for any interior degree of value which you may 
set on the mere external trappings, with which your 
imagination will find a pleasvire in decorating me. 

1 believe I anticipated your kind appointment of 
nieeting me on a soft moonlight night, in my an*- 
swer to your s from Shrewsbury. We have had no. 
$pft moonlight scenes since that time, but continual 
sjtoripsj . which have made me feel very happy in 
tlie thought that my friends were safely landed. 
These last violent commotions of the elements 
would have afforded a noble entertainment to my 
imagination, if they did not unfortunately so wretch- 
edly anect my b^th as to confine m^ to the iuir 
perfect enjoyment of them in my pwn room, when 1. 
^ould have wished to be in the midst of the tern- 

pe$t. 
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|)test. This is the mom vexatious, as it is an enter- 
tainment entirely calculated for our^iiblunaryworldJ 
Beyond the stars all is serene and calm; I do not; 
however, think it necessary to suppose that the kind 
of feeling which the soul experifences from' such bb- 
jects win ever be lost, however the objects them- 
selves may varj-. Perhaps - the * gayest flower of 
Paradise may give th6 enlightened faculties of- the 
soul, is strong an" impression of' thfe' sublime, ' and 
as awful a sense of divine power, as strikeis our pre- 
sent composition in the contemplation of a thunder- 
ing sky, or a stormy ocean. No one object of crea- 
tion is greater or less than another, considered witK- 
reference to the supreme mind, the original author 
of all. The difference arises merely from our situa- 
tioh. In a state of perpetuil dangers, of insecure 
enjoyments, we are apt to confine our Ideas of the 
exertions of greatness and pcwet* to objects of ter- 
ror that threaten us with som6 *sudden alteration ; 
In a happier state of being, where our venture may 
be trusted without any assistance from our fears, we 
shall probably feel nothing so' strongly as the su|)t 
fime of good. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock, and a thou- 
sand thanks for the kinijness' with which you 
degqribe her preparing a'room — which alas I much 
fear, I shall neyer inhabit, unless it sBouW Kappea 
when I 9Jn as free £roih mortal iqpum^raiices as 

your 
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your Prior* Indeed however stpong my t/^mpt^-' 
tioQs^ and they are I assure you very st^roag, .V> 
visit Lucan, my kind of he^,hh rendera ine ao 
unfit for travelUflg> unless I cou^ld travel by my^^lf^ 
that I should be quite % dead Wf^ight upQU ^ilie 
party, and I cannot think of rendering, myself ^90 
troublesome and disagreeable a companion : to say 
nothing of any other reason against a scheme, 
which in itself would be &q .very delightful jjo 
me. 

I am sorry to find that the house Mr. Dunbar 
left this country -in such baste to^ Ipok at, does not 
answer, nor any of the many they have seen 
since: Mrs. Duii^^r is so excessively fond of the 
country, and has so true a taste for its enjoyments, 
that aljQ^st any cottage wi>ald he\ ai^ aqpquisition to 
her^ The comiort hqwev^* < is, that #1^ w»Si^^ 
it is not capable of disturbing the unnjifiled tf^^ 
quiUity of her mind. Yop.a«k n^e ^pvjf t l^ke 
Mrs. Crofton: well enough |o be ^xtj^mejy sf^^ 
dlalized aft m^y not owing her aequai^taiiA^ ^ <y^<- 
|)o pray my fiomathpag in justificaffOQ ^ yppmlf 
'Ibr^is <MnissioQ^ I had a Letter l^tPo^ /rqpi 
Mip, IMbstt^u whose heiill^, .t^aiik Godi r^eM^ 
1^ advfintwges sbe received ftsom TmhMf^ ■ / 

Adieu 1 my det^r Mrs. Yeseyt tifts diiy \m ffi^ 
j^foi^ tlie 5yn^ o^d promisM %ii* fpr .the 9{>proach- 
iqg^ mopn^. K^niwber jmi .«{yo0itfO6i4 ; I ^U 

meet 
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nteet you on the sea shore, though I do not pro-* 
pose to indulge your love fpr adventures, by run* 
ning the hazard of my neck on the edge of a cliff* 
Mfbm you see Mrs. Henry, give my love to her, 
and say I hope she has received my Letter. Write 
' to me 30oni and love me alwajs. 



LETTER LXIV. 

Peal, N<yv. 21, 1771- 

Qpn Correspondence would have gone» 
on in its irregular track, *my dear Mrs. Vesey, if 
piy perverse head would have seconded the incK-r 
nations of my heart, and aHowed me to thank ydq 
fyt your first Letter before I ireceived the last, 
which arrived last night But indeed I have sq 
'aeldoip had an hour in which I could write witl) 
my tolerable ease^ that I was always ghid to hi^ 
liold opi ah wy exccise, to avqid getting about it, 
and so loitered ^on ufi the hope which ypu have Icindly 
fCComplUbe^^ - ot hearing from you again. 

J entirely i^ree with you, that the *' m^i^ 
^ m jf^QViwfm^ by age, except »n thQ«e ifrhq 
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never Ipved much.** It is not to these that atiiln* 
tion and avarice succeed, l^ut to the other mere 
earthly passions which are perpetually changing thar 
appearance, " stained with tiie variation of each 
soif/* in passing through the several stages of a 
shifting mortal constitution. The virtuous affec- 
tions of the heart are founded on unchangibg 
principles, and instead of growing weaker, become 
more generous, tender, and refined, in proportba 
as they approach nearer to that period when they 
shall be purified from all mixture of human frailty; 
and exalted to their highest perfection* 

I am happy in being admitted to a share in your 
twilight reveries. I should be most happy in the 
Jjope that the many conversations w^e have had 
on the most important subjects, always found a 
place there, — I kept my appointment most tilth- 
fully of meeting you on the sea shore the last 
inooniight nights. It did mb inexpressible good, I 
hope you shared it ? ' 

Your dream ' was as wdl connecte4 as if you 
had formed it wide awake. You best know how, 
for it deserves attention as a monition. In general 
no doubt the best relief to the poor is from supply- 
ing their wants by the means of their own honest 
labour : and therefore your plans in tiiie cabriole 
are not to be ranked among the vices of useless luxury. 
'J'hev pnlv become so, I apprehend, when by too 

great 
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gpeat nn: exigence in employing, those who can 
woxk, ..there is not enough reserved for the relief of 
&ose who from various, innocent inabilities cannot 
-—It must be confessed there will always be a 
danger of mistake, vvher,ever, the benefit arising to 
otheics is interwoven with thie indulgence of our 
own fancies : ^d perhaps the only secure way of 
avoiding it, is by a. regular. approi»*iation of all the 
seyieral articles of expence. In this view it nmst 
be y^ry jpteasant to find that what is merely set 
down as a, gratification of taste becomes in its pon« 
sequences a work . of charity^ without encroaching 
i^pcm the rights of what is such in its orginal prin- 
ciple* — With all your dreamily, perhaps you did 
not dream that your lively agreeable vision would 
produce such a grave moral dissertation. But you 
threw it in my way, and I could not help taking it 
up. 

Indeed, (to come to your second Letter) I did 
not mean to hurt you by any flippant remarks in 
in my last about people, and things, fpr I really 
meant nothing but what I have laughed at, and 
you with me, aa hundred times, before. I agree 
to your proposal of keeping my head and heart 
togetlier : for they are truly so strongly complicated 
with each other, that it would be ve^y difficult to 
get them asunder* , Indeed you pay me much too 
high u compliment in accusing tne of the defection 

of 
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of your cduntry wothen, I dcarce ever met wldk 
ah If ish woman in mjr life, who did not in a 4teiy 
kindly tnfan^er take ¥o^t and flourish in the icAl (^ 
England/: We al-ertndcii obliged to you all foi< thii 
partiaiitj^, fdr ybiilislVe ariiohg you Iftiport^d'lhaw 
ST^nse^^hrf virtfifi iSihrs Vf&ailt t^e^ai-e likely to repa^ 
you, by'aH tHe h^iftgry {ieople wBorii ^e 8ehd<|o ^ 
you iip'frbiii theHcfe. . ^ / • 

Mrs.'MdhtAgrt ai^itiris me she w6uld wrifcci td 
you Vj thd'Pbst iHat brought mine, by ttiii' th«r©: 
ifofeyoar'rnind mlisf te at ^est 'slbdut her. Mft 
and Mrs: Duhby iiavib beeiii it'Baih, but iareil 
fincy returned. Mrs. titt &nd '^all fiSeir family art 
wfell kt Eixtombe, ' from #hteK thfey do^dt pl^dpose 
to remove till after Christmitd. ' *Lady Dattiiey'i 
health is greatly improved by Bristol. I have 
heard nothing of Lady Primrose or Miss Cooper* 
A& for myself . I cannot answer your kind wjsh^ 
with respect to my health, this fine weather ought 
to do me good, but indeed I am very little capable 
of enjoying it ; frequent ^ttacks^of feverishness very 
much incapacitate ihe fbr ^allnrig. 

My sister Pennington and all her family have 
been wim us for the lai^t ten days, which occasions 
many family meetings, from which my health often 
fexcludes me. They ai^e air gorife but on a party 
this afternoon, from Hrhich; 'as it is it iioArie^ (iis^ 
ahce,lM» Bbt dxp'eidt Hlfeni ^ i^eturti' tih lifter 

S midnight. 
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Midnight. My father is gme atnoB^t the rest 
M^t^ blessing to hkn fafTiily, that he can under- 
take such a scheme at 84; which he completed 
the tenth of this month, i have iertamlyjat least 
as much happiness in sitting at-^hoQie with this 
reflection^ as if I had ^een able to makje one of 
the party. I beg my aiffpctionate Ipvp to, Mrs. 
Handcock. I wish I could convert your tete-a-t^te 
at Lucan into a trio. As I cannot, I heartily wish 
you both the fullest enjoyment of so delightful a 
l^tirement. Adieu^ dear Mrs. Vesey ; J propose 
}o leave Deal, if it please God I live f^nd |^^sper« 
# yery few days: after Christmas.- I hope , you will 
let me hear from you belGor^ I set out Every 
Jifppness attend you ! 
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Clargcs Street, Feb.7,,1772. 
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mnd half angry^r :at not heariqg^iromj^pw^ ipy dea^p 
Mr«. y^sey,. b^jc? J Jeft the coi^nj^^i^l jsbpujd 
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not have deferred writing to you for so long had 
I not been more than usually ill for the last ten 
days I was at Deal ; I went out indeed every day, 
as I had my reasons for not choosing to appear as 
ill as I was ; but to enable me to do that I was 
obliged to keep myself absolutely quiet and often 
on my pillow for the whole morning. I am at 
present, I thank God, returned to my usual state, 
and though my head is still very untoward I will 
no longer defer my visit to you, for fear, as your 
ideas are apt to travel pretty fast towards the con- 
clusion of things, you should from so uncommon 
a silence imagine me to be dead, and put yourself 
to the expence of having a lamentation sung over 
me in an Irish howl. This, however,, if it was 
necessary, ought in all reason to be done at the 
public charge, as I seem, more than any English 
woman ever did, to belong to the whole kingdom 
of Ireland : I find myself growing more and more 
Irbh every winter of my life. 

I congratulate you on the elevated situation of 
your dressing-room, which exalts you above the 
fogs of Dublin, and sets your imagination at 
liberty to expatiate in the regions of pure sether. 
I confess you to be in this, as well as in many 
other instances, much more ingenious than I, who 
should find it impossible in the midst of a great 
city, to divest myself of the unlucky idea of brick 
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houses and smoking chimneys: and I must raise 
my turret within reach of the moon at leasts before 
I could fairly lose sight of these vulgar terrestrial 
objects which, I think, would not be very effectually 
banished by an hospital full in my view. I de- 
light, however^ in the transformation of the wea- 
fliercock, which in your exalted station appears in 
its genuine shape of a caudle^ while to the gazii^ 
spectators below, I am credibly informed it wears 
no other figure than that of a ragged flag. However, 
as there is such a natural relation between a lying- 
in-hospital and a caudle, I am persuaded you see 
it in its true form. My only difficulty is, that 
though I believe a caudle may be a mighty goodx 
thing to drink, I do not w ell see how it can con- 
veniently serve for a weather-cock, and help to 
shew one in what quarter the wind is. I depend 
on your next Letter for clearing up this point en- 
tirely to my satisfaction, and enabling me to con- 
fute Lady Bingham's scandal about the flag. I 
had the pleasure of meeting her last week at Mrs. 
Hamilton's, where I dined with her and Mrs. 
Crofton. I heartily washed you and Mrs. Hand- 
cock could h^ve shared in this very pleasant day, 
instead of merely contributing to the entertainment 
^ it, for you both engaged good part of bur 
conversation. Miss Cooper * is not yet cOrae to 

. • Afterwards wife of Mr, Dc Luc, (he celebrated geog6list, 
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fown, fctit IS disporting herself in* tfie snow at 
Bromley. I have made frequent enquiries after 
her, and am disappointed to find that nobody seems 
to guess when she will come. 

I often call on Lady Primrose, who always re- 
ceives me very kindly, and professes a great regard 
for me because I love you. I dined with her last 
week, and she was so good as to carry' me to St. 
James's chapel, in the afternoon. I have likewise 
ispent ifwo'evenings t&te-4-t^te with her. Her health 
is sometimes better, sometimes worse. Upon the 
whole I think much as usual : and she looks full 
as well as she did last year. All our friends are 
well. Lady Dartrey looking better than I ever 
remember her, and continually going on in the 
path of her angelic predecessor*. Mrs. Dunbar 
ajid Mrs. J. Pitt in very lively health ; I am to 
to dine with the latter on Thursday next. How 
we shall talk about you, and wish for you ! Mrs. 
A. Pitt has lately exhibited a very elegant ball, 
I must refer you for particulars to Mrs. Montagu, 
who was there. I was sadly disappointed in Mrs. 
Montagu's looks, which I do not find improved 
to the degree which I had been taught to expect ; 
however,'! thank God, she is in reality better than 
she has been for years : and she is upon the whole 

^ Lad^ Aim Dawson. 
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tBleraUy sober tbii winter. I dined there on Moff-* 
dftjF with a party which you would have highly en« 
joyed^ Lord and Lady Nuneham> Lord Lyttelton 
(to whom en passant, I have delivered all your 
inessages) and Mr. and Mrs. T. Pitt *. It was an 
easy agreeable day, and the number so limitted 
that the conversation was not split into separate 
parties. Miss Finch is soon to be married to Capt. 
C. Feilding^ Lady Charlotte has smoothed all 
difficulties in the way of their union, and behaved 
on this occasion as she does on every other, with 
the most amiable goodness. 

With all your wicked reproaches, if you do but 
answer my Letters, as quickly as I do your's, I 
shall be contented. I scarcely ever defer writing 
above a week, and I had your last Letter only on 
Friday. O dear, I have not told you into what a 
mortal fright I was put, by the reason you assign 
for your first inclination to be acquainted with me : 
whereas I all the while, thinking no harm, hoped that 
you would love me, because I was diffident and quiet, 
and tagged after you like a tame kitten from one 
chair to another, whenever you thought fit to change 
your place fifteen times in a quarter of an hour. 
I know not how I should have had courage enough 
to. converse with you again, if you had not reco- 

♦ Afterward^ lx>rd and Lady Camclford. 
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vef eel my st>if itSy by saving you i^Mild Goatinue t(r> 
love me if you found your original expectations evsr; 
so much frustrated^ 

If you have such a longing desire to send me a 
gown, I am told that either muslin or stuff may 
be very legally conveyed^ if it is made up. So if 
^rs. Handcock will be so good as to be my re- 
presentative and have it fitted to her, I will be 
obliged to you for your kind attention to the de- 
coration- of my figure; and am .quite indifferent 
whether it be muslin or stufil I have writ myself 
dqwnright sick, so my dear Mrs. Vesey, adieu. - 
You can have no idea how much I long for you in 
Bolton R0W4 
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LETTER LXVL 

s 

Clarges Street, Felt. «8j l77fi. 

Do not be disheartened, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, I shall continue, I will not say as civil, 
but as just as ever, to a pen from v^ hich I receive 
so much pleasure. To tell the honest truth, it was 
not from mistake, but from mere flippancy that I 
, VOL. IV. £ turned 
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turned yoiir cradle^ which I could reacj ptvftcAf 
well^ iato a caudle, as it Avould iiiake the more sin* 
gular weathercock of the two, and it was as ea&y to 
fbrm the one out of a ragged flag, aa the other. 
You have effectually punislied i»e for this idle tricky 
by writing ine so short a Letter, for which however 
I am determined to thstn^k you as quick as possible, 
in hopes of making my peace. 

I have very little intelligence to isend you fronv 
Denmark^as there is a profound silence at St James'9 
on that subject- You know that the unhappy 
^ui^ Queen is kioprisoned in a castle dashed by 
the waves, where she i& kept in very strict confine-* 
ment I am persuaded you would think it an alle« 
viation of her misfortunes, if I could tdl you, it fo 
the very castle once Haunted by Hamlet's ghost; 
but of this I have no positive memenee; thougli, 
as it is at Elsineur, I think such an imagination a& 
your's and mine, may fairly enoisrgh make out the 
rest. In the Jjetter w^hicb the King of Denmarift 
wrote to om''s, he only mentioned in general, that 
the Queen had behaved in a maimer which obliged 
him to imprboa her, but that from regard to hi» 
Majesty her life should be safe. There was a 
Letter in almost the same words to the Princess 
Dowager of Wales^ to wbf>i» this, sad aShir is snp^ 
posed to have given the coup de. grace* It is re- 
fiiarkabl^ tha^ durlag her whole Ulnes4», she never 
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SsCovered to Any of the family, riot ev^n to the 
Princess of Brunswick, who w as constantly witfi 
heFj that sh« had any apprehensions of her own 
danger. The only hint she gave of it, was a very 
short time before her death, by asking her phy- 
sician ho^Hr l<mg he thought she could lire* Oti 
finding him hesitate, she said it was no matter, for 
'" she had nething to say, liothing to do, and no- 
thing to leave/' This last circumstance is very 
true, and surely greatly to her honour. I was at 
the furteral.-*-It did iiot answer all that you would 
imagine of so awfiil a scene, but however" I found 
that upon the whole it fully repaid any trouble that 
it cost me to get there: our party consisted of Mrife. 
J. Pitt and William, Mrs. Croftort, Miss H. Findh, 
and four or five more whom I believe you do not 
know. The melancholy music of tho fifes and 
muffled drums, which played a dead marc^, intdr^ 
rupted by regular pauseif, while the procession was 
advancing along the body of the church, was s6- 
lemti and affecting to an inexpifesslble degree* On 
entering the chapel the order of the processi(Hi was 
entirely broken, and all thrown into confusion, by 
mixing with the crowd of spectators with which the 
middle of the chapel was filled. The p(»*td of the 
service which are so eictremeiy fine wbeti wdl 
chanted, were so ill-performed as to make nothing 
but discord. But when the Dean bi^n to read 
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the prayers, which he pronounced verj distinctly 
and well, the deep silence and attention of so vast 
a multitude, all drest in the same mournful uni- 
form, was very striking. The Herald ranging and 
proclaiming the Peers and Peeresses after the ser- 
vice wag over, too much resembled a trifling epi- 
logue to an affecting tragedy. 

It is a strange transition from the solemn arches 
of Westminster Abbey, to the gay rotunda of the 
Pantheon, but as it is a fashionable thing, perhaps 
you will expect me to say something about it. In- 
deed I can say but little about it, for though I was 
there one evening I stayed but an hour, and found 
that sufficient pour m'ennuyer. The architecture 
is, I believe, very fine : and it is, perhaps, the single 
instance in Europe of so large a building finished 
in all tlie nicety of a papier mach6 snuff-box. This 
mixture of gi^at and little makes a confusion in 
one's ideas, and is, I think, by. no means. ad va«- 
tageous. You would, I think, be pleased with the 
appearance of the dome. It is lighted by invisible 
lamps which diffuse a general illumination, very 
soft and pleasing. — In short it is an Arabian tale, 
or a fairy vision. 

Mrs. Montagu and all our friends continue, I 
thank God, very well I saw Lady Primrose very 
lately, and think she looks better than she did. 
Miss Cooper is come to town, and I hope to meet 

her 
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ket this evening at Mrs. Dunbar's. She has called 
twice, and I mean to go to her this morning, if my 
head does not send me to my pillow, which it seem» 
very likely to do.— And so it did, and obliged m% 
to defer seeing Miss Cooper till I met her in the 
evening at Mrs. Dunbar's, where several of our 
frjeqds .were assembled together; why could not 
you complete the number? I am told there is 
some prospect of your coming to London this 
spring in your way to Spa. If it was likely to be 
before my return into the country, I shall have an 
outrageous quarrel against you, for not giving me 
tlie pleasure, of receiving such delightful intelligence 
from yourself. 

Pray do ^ou remember yQur promise to me of 
Mrs.Dunbar'§ picture? I am too sure I shall never 
get it from herself. Consider, it was not you who 
procured me the original, therefore it is the more 
incumbent on jj^pu to supply me with the' copy.* I 
acknowledge at It^e same time, with gi'eat grati- 
tude, that I owe you Mrs. Jl Pitt. You would b^ 
bappy to see how healthy and blooming she looks 
thi^ ye^T- Adieu^ ]i)y be^d is all confusion. 
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Clargcs Street, April J7, 1772, 

5Iaxy a time have I intended to thwk 
you for your Letter, my dear Mrs. Vesey, but al^ 
ways found myself either too ill or too well. In 
the first case I was not able to write, and in the 
other I had set myself a task which appeared of 
more consequence than the mere indulgence of my 
own inclinations, and so I have deferred writing till 
notv, when I am neither positively sipk nor well, 
nor idle nor busy. It cannot be said that I hav^ 
for some time been much engaged by the liiirry of 
social parties, for the accident, of sonie little chiU 
dren being taken with the small-pox in the second 
jBoor of Uiis house, has exchided ine ffoin almost all 
my friends, and I am in a state of quarantine. Mrgi 
Montagu, wanted me tp change my lodging, tiit it 
would have been too great an undertaking for my 
ineflfective kind of hiealth to quit a place where I 
Jiaye resided §o many winters, #nd M^here I have all 
my conyeni^pcies about me. When people have 
had the long struggle of more than half a century, 
)ike me, with an untoward constitution, they find at 
)ast tfiat 4 Xevfipomry suspension of pleasure, is 

«^ less 
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a less evil than an addition of pain. So I have 
quietly submitted to this long exile, and stifled all 
my sentiments and longings as well as I could; and 
by this means have kept myself in a state of tole- 
rable tranquillity, though I have been deprived of 
more vivid enjoyments. I know that you who think 
tranquillity and dullness so nearly allied, will pity 
my situation extremely; and indeed it is by no 
means the situation I should have wished, but I 
have made the best of it I could. Miss Cooper 
has been veiy good to me in n?y solitaiy state ; I 
have had the pleasure of seeing her almost every 
day ; luckily for me she lodges in Half-moon Street. 
Mrs. Talbot has no fears about the small-pox, so I 
go to her as often as usual, and might go oftener if 
I would. As the last child who had the distemper 
has taken physic and has been out, I suppose my 
interdict will soon be taken off: but the proposal 
shall not come from me, for I would not wish to 
see any of my friends an hour sooner than they can 
think it would be perfectly safe : especially as the 
small-pox, both by inoculation and the natural 
way, is very much in the town at present. Miss 
Pulteney * is in a state of inoculation at present, 
and, I thank God, in a very good way, and nearly 
veU. Mrs. Puiteney was so reasonable as to con- 
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jent to Jhe operation, though shp has strong preju« 
dices againgt it, and scarcely any fears in the natu- 
ral Way: so it must be suppqspd she suffered ^ 
severe struggle during the suspense, Ip a few day^ 
J hope she will enjoy the comfort qf knpwing that 
all is safely over. 

I siBnt your message to Lord I^yttelton, who I 
find thinks the claim a more serious affair than you 
do. Poor good rpan, his situation will be a diffi- 
cult one if the trial goes wrpng, Wh^^t a compli- 
^ cation of wipkedncss is to be diseptapgled in that 
wretched family to which his daughter has allied 
him,, before any one end of the thread can be laid 
hold on, even if any end can be found af all ! Hap- 
pily for him tliere isf a world where the virtues of 
the good dp not suffer from the follies ^nd tjie viges 
of the thoughtless and thp profligate. 

Lady Prjmrosp is just returned froip ap excur^ 
sion to Old Windsor, and is looking vastly well, a$ 
Miss Cpoper told m^ last, night. Mrs. J. Pitt is 
pi Sunning Hill. Of Mrs. Dunbar, and many more 
of our friends, my expulsion prevents my knowing 
pny thing? Lord p,nd La4y Dartrey set out for 
Bath on Afpnday ; he has been \\\ of the jaundice. 
I have this ujpment received a Note from Mrs. 
]\lontagu, in which she tells me i^he is very y/e\\^ 
^nd that my quarantine is oven 

• It 
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It is very paortifying p> me to be told that you 
eome to England this year, but not before I leave 
j^ondon. However I am glad for the sake of those 
who will be the better for your coming, but pray 
tell me in your next, that your being here in the 
summer will be no impediment to ray finding you 
in Bolton Row if I live till liext winter. You majr 
send the muslin by whatever conveyance is most 
fX)nvenient to you, provided it be made up, I wish 
I could find it less difiicult to convey a little parcel 
to you. I have had a set of Essays, &c. written by 
my angel friend Miss Talbot, bound for you, which 
I long to get to Ireland, but believe I must wait 
till. L^dy Dartr^y gpes. Never was there a truer 
picture of any , ^nind than this little wprk is of 
its ^ijth^r; md I h^ye thp pleasjure of finding it 
universally read and approved and admired. I was 
in great pain on hearing Mrs. Handcock had been 
ill, but I have lately had the comfort of findhig, 
&om the intelligence of some Irish gentlemen who 
have lately seen you, that she is now very well ; I 
beg my best love to her, 

I know of nothing very remarkable going on at 
present, except pjreparatipns fpr 9. masquerade at 
th^ y.antheon. Perhaps you may think it on^ 
singular phoenomenon in the present winter, that 
fhe lyiacaroni gentlemen wear artificial nosegays, 
^iirely jthi$ ^|iec]es pf aiiimal is not ap English gha^ 
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racter. Such a composition of monkey and demon, > 
a$ at one half of the day appears to be studying all 
the tricks of the most trifling and contemptible fop- 
pery, and in the other is raving and blaspheming at 
a gaming-table, must be |in aggregate of all the fol- 
lies and all the crimes that a \vorthIess head and a 
profligate heart can collect from all parts of the 
globe. Next winter may perhaps furnish a com- 
panion to the picture, and exhibit the coterie ladies 
making riots at the play-houses, armed with oaken 
chibs, knocking down watchmen, and demolishing 
lamps, — and fainting away at the sigijt o^a spider, 
or an earwig. 

Adieu, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I am afraid you will 
think this rainy day disposes me to be censorious^ 
But in rain or sunshine I am ever most afieqtion^ 
ately, &c. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 

CUrges Street, Jpril 2S, Iflti 

I KNOW not how to express my grati- 
tude to you, my dear Mrs, Vesey, fer your kind- 

nesft 
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oess in so immediately ansivering my last Letter, 
better than by following your example. Before I 
proceed any further, pray take notice, tfiat I de- 
nounce open war against you if yoti ever repeat the 
injury qf supposing me capable of burning such 
Letters as your's either before or after I have read 
them*. 

You are very kind in promising to let me know 
the result of the trial. I will take the liberty you 
allow me, and say nothing to Lord Lyttelton of 
your last Letter. I believe his hopes are by no 
means v00^ strong, at least they were not when I 
last heard him speak of the affair, so that there 
is no gr^^at cause to apprehend his teing quite un* 
prepaied for either event, and I think the lefe ht 
hears while it is in suspense the better. One would 
wish a friend> if possible, to sleep out all the time 
between the beginning of such a doubtful affair and 
Its conchisioQ. In most cases the blow that is felt 
by a certaiJlty of the worst is ^ coup de grace com- 
pared with the agitations that rack the mmd during 
n state of suspense, — ^What is the Ipss of that mere 
artificial bauble a title, to any natural distress of the 
heart ? I ^un sure ypu wftl be grieved tp hear that 

• < 

* . It is much to be regrett^cd that the public does not benefit 
ly them. They were returned to Mrs. Vesey's family long bc- 
f^tp BIrs. Carteret deceam* ^ \ 
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||0€r (Jear JLady JuKaiija Penn has lost Mr;s. Baker,, 
She had lain-in neaily three weeks, without any ill 
symptoms w;hatever, but was then seized by a fever^ 
which carried, her off in a week. This amiable 
youDg woman has left her friends all the cons,Qla- 
tioa that can be derived from a reflection on tho^ 
consequences of her virtues. During the short 
time in, which she had an opportunity, of §ictin», for 
herself she plainly appeared to be [^ursjiing the' 
wme plan of duty and usefulness in society for, 
which the excellent family to which sl^e belongs is so 
rem^)^ably distinguished, ..Lady Julian^supportai 
tjiis heavy stroke with all the composuEG and.jeai";- 
0ation that can be expected from such principles a$ 
her's. . I believe you do not know 3Ir-. BaEer, ar 
most amiable maq, and worthy of, such -a . wife ; 
most sincerely do I grieve Jor him. , . „ . • , .. 

I had consigned the books* before I bad received 
your Letter, to the care of Mrs. Dunbar, .who wag 
tp. have sent them by Mr.j J/i^s, but by spme ipeana 
another they wcre,fQrgot;;,hQ?vever, youjwill;SOOQ 
receive them c^^^^ri ftomjierself.^or JVIc \punbar*5 
Fye upon Mf% ]H[fyadcoc;k jbr shaking ^er ji^ a^ if 
she did nof thjijk J. ghpukl Jpye thi^^gpwn much , tha 
better for every ckcumstance about it that dis* 
covered your kind attention. All our friends are 
well, piany preparing for the general dispersion^ 
Thi9 alloy to the present enjoymipnt of ihpif ^piety, 

(Obliges 
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cWigfts me to carry my views forward to our reuiiioa 
next winter, when I hope you will complete the 
circle. Adieu, my dear Mrs. Vdsey; my aflfec^ 
donate love to Mrs. Handcock. Miss Cooper is 
well, and desires her love; I see her every day; 
we have just been into the Park, and have had all 
the benefit of a north-east wind in full force. 



LETTER LXIX- 

Clarges-Street^ J% 28, 177S. 

« If I could have gained any intelligence 

worth sending you, my dear Mrs. Vesey, you 
should certainly have had it immediately ; but as I 
could not, I was glad of Miss Cooper's indulgence 
to an aching head, as she was so good ^s to under- 
take to tell you that I bad nothing to tell you myself* 
Mrs. Norman perfectly well recollects that Lord 
Anglesea's daughters lived in fiolton-row, but had 
not the least remembrance of any such person as 
you mentioned, or any thing particular even abbtit 
them. Indeed I had very little expectation from n^ 

enquiry^ 



enquiry, considering the distance of time* In tto 
long 8pa€ie of thirty years die scenes are so oftea 
shifted on the theatre of life» that few spectators 
can retain a tolerably distinct idea of any one. 
Here and there indeed a busy character may hap- 
pen to sa; and do something Or' other that leaves a 
lasting impression; but the greater number are mertt 
guards and attendants, pages and waiting gentle- 
women, who just come in and walk out, and as 
soon as they have quitted the stage are thought 
on no more* To be sure one might have given a 
plain answer to a plain question without all this 
parade of imagination, but then, though you would 
have read it sooner, you would not have liked it 
half so welL 

. I am now just arrived to the very dregs of a 
London winter*; most of my friends gone into the 
country, and the few that remain, in the hurry 6f 
preparing to go, so that I have very little to regret 
that my own journey is fixt for next Tuesday ; in^ 
deed it would not have been delayed so long, if I 
tad not waited for my father, who is in town. I 
know you will charitably bestow a world of com- 
passion on me in this season of general dispersion. 

* It riioi^ld be recollected that this obsertation was made 
above thirty years since, when the longest day was deemed the 
middle of summer, instead of being, as now, the Tcry begin- 
i^t^fit. 

i Indeed 
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Ittdeed the instant of separation is not pleaMnt ; 
however, though no one^ I belieTe, moore fully en^ 
joys the society of those I love than I do, there ii 
happily in my disposition such a ^tety of faope^ 
that my thou^ts, instead of dwelling on the pr^ 
sent separation^ ^ring forward and anticipate the 
pleasure of meeting them a^n. This expectatba 
prevents all the regrets of absence, gives spirit to 
every intermediate pursuit, and sets tl^ most indif# 
lerent objects in an agreeable light Amongst the 
inhabitants of a world like this, ^tined to various 
situations and to various duties, those who are the 
most nearly united by choice and affection must 
often be distant in place* But the connexion re-^ 
mains with uninterrupted force, and preserves its 
most valuable advantages, while through liie seve« 
ral roads of life each is animated by one common 
purpose, and follows one common guide, under 
whose cpnduct all the travellers wiU at last be sure 
to meet in the same common and eternal abode, 

I have heard nothing lately of the Valencia 
cause* I hope your agitations aie by this luqp^iHljr 
over, as the last accounts were ratb^ favorable. I 
have had the pleasure of hearing, though not from 
herself, that Mrs. Dunbar was got safely to Dublin, 
and very well. I beg my most affectionate love to 
her. lilrs. J. Pitt is at Sunning-hill, and will not, 
I fear, come to town again before I leave it Mn« 

Montagu 
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I was heartily glad, for the last hurry of a Londoa 
season was beginning to produce its usual effects 
on her health ; but iipon the whole I think she has 
been better this year than 1 6ver knew her for a 
whole winter. She wished me very much to ac-» 
company her to Tunbridge, but as she was neither 
ill nor alone, and I could be of no particular use,» 
I resisted the temptation, as it would be inconve-^ 
nient for me to be longer absent from home. Mis& 
Cooper is well, and desires her love to you. She 
leaves town on Monday. She has been a most d§^ 
iightfuUy agreeable neighbour to me, and I have 
been obliged to her for very many entertaining 
hours, and the kindest attention during my exile 
from the rest of my friends. Adieu, my dear Mrs. 
Yesey. I am Removing to a greater distance from 
you, as diistance is measured upon the surface of 
the terraqueous globe, but my thoughts will bo 
equally near and ever afiecti(uiately your's. Pray 
let line have the pleasure of receiving a Letter from 
you soon after I am got tp Deal* 
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LETTER LXX* 



Deal, J^ne 12, l/fS* 

Though I say it who should not say it^ 
1 believe, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that there is not a 
decypherer in the world who could have made out 
your last Letter except myself, not that I am vairt 
enough to ascribe this special power to the particu^* 
lar sagacity of my head^ which would never have 
got me out of such a scrape^ Oh what perplexity 
and confusion of all the twenty-four letters of the 
alphabet ! if it had not been aided and abetted and 
comforted by my heart* 

I have, according to your direction, writ by this 
Post to Mrs. Perry, and hope soon to find the good 
effects of it. You have laid me under a restraint, 
which I feel the more difficult for the very reason 
that you assign for it, as its being a mark of your 
affection is the circumstance that would most natu** 
rally tempt me to talk of it; however, I promise to 
be very prudent, and, like Queen Midas, I will 
whisper the secret only to the reeds, and I think 
they can scarcely blab it beyond the county of Kent, 
Ivhere as nobody knows you, nobody knows or 

yoL* iv, F cares 



eetves faow little or how much you love mt. 1 heard 
from Mrs. Montagu last week ; she gives me a very 
good account of her health. I stayed in town till 
I left very fc\y to regriet behimi me : I hope soon 
to hear that they are breathing the fcesh air as well 
as myself. Of all solitudes London is the m^ost 
dismal and the least improveable. 
. ' I hope Mrs- Dunbar has not forgot to bring yoii 
Miss Talbot's Essays, which I designed you should 
have had long before, if I could have found an oppor- 
tunity of conveying them. I have not yet been ablef' 
to fix in any regular course of reading, but hope 
to get nM>re settled and quiet by next week. My 
liead for tlie last month or six weeks has been un^^ 
commonly easy for such a restless kind of head a» 
mine. It has probably been the better for so dry; 
a spring. Be so good as to give my love to Mrs. 
Handcock, and let her know I shall be glad of 
twenty-six yards of the cloth she mentions at 4s. 6d^ 
a yard, and am very much oMiged for tlie trouble 
she has taken about tiiis foolish cooMnission. 

How could you be so inhuman to talk in such d 
dark and alarming way,, as if there wa^ any thing, 
except the common accidents of mortality Kkely to 
disappaint my hopes of meeting you in town next 
winter? You are an absolute savage if you do net 
write soon, and set my heart at rest from this alarm;^ 

I expect 



t ^xjiect every minute to bd sumnioiiea to dirliiCf> 
tod I must not make my fgither wait. v 
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Deal, /ttfy if, iTT^i 

It 1$ riot d week, niy dear Mrs. Vcfleyi 
^at 1 hive been in possession of your kind ptreSerrt^ 
for which I ought to have thanked you by the fii'stf 
Post, but my head had been in so wretched a state 
ever since,' that writing was extremely painful to 
ine, 1^0 I was obliged to confine myself to the gra-« 
titude of my heart, which sensibly feels this dnd 
every other instance of your kindness* Besides 
this consideration, which forms its greatest value, 
the muslin is delightfully pretty, and I have looked 
at it and admired it several times in every day, arid 
feel more pleasure and vanity in the thoughts of 
making my appearance in it to-morrow than many 
a fine lady would feel from a birth-day suit* I am 
transported with the work-bag. I thank you for 
comprehending what a delightful prize to an old 

T % maid 
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nKiid is a bit of pink ribbon that may be W6m wltte* 
impunity, and malice itself cannot object to this, 
decoration where you have placed it. I had a very 
polite Note from Mrs. Perry from Dover, in which 
she mentioned her going to Spa, and offered to exe- 
cute an commission for me there. Will yo"? be 
so good when you write to preserit my compliments 
and thanks, as it was not in my power ; and my 
civility would cost her much more than it is worth 
if I sent it after her into Germany. 

I had a Letter from Mrs. Montagu last night, in 
wdiich she makes me happy by an account that Tun- 
bridge -lias been of all the benefit she could wish to 
her .health. She went to town about a week agoy. 
and is preparing to go into Berkshire. 

. I hope you enjoyed at Lucan, in health and 
spirits, . those few golden days which gave one more 
lively ideas of summer than any which have glad- 
dened this climate for many years. They hav^ 
been succeeded here by the cold and sullenness 
of November. I found my spirits so irresisti- 
bly affected by the change that it was with somq 
difficulty I could prevent feeling quite fretful 
about it. A very unreasonable and unwarrant- 
able kind, of impatience this, to quarrel with the- 
natural influences of those elements to which we 
belong, and which, with all their inconveniencies^ 
we are generally very unwilling to quit, The me- 
chanical 



diirricriveflfect indeed it is npt in the pow^of tnii** 
utmost endeavours to present, but the evil, like ait 
others is nbueh lesaeaed by sabmitting quietly to it,- 
Indeed tlia indulgence of aiiy .diBGontent:.OQ: thisL 
subject would have very little excuse, even if all 
the hours of health and exhilaration were dedicated 
to the pursuits of wisdom and virtue ; but it is still 
less justifiable when one considers how great a part 
of them, when no worse employed, are suffered to 
evaporate in mere harmless trifling, and the childish 
pursuits of idle ^nd undeteriAiried vivacity. — I beg 
your pardon for troubling you with this lesson for 
myself, but I seldom feel any unreasonable ten- 
dency so strongly as when I see it exprest in black 
and white. The determinations of thought are 
oftai so -subtile and volatile as to elude the grasp 
tof'the niind, unless they are fixed down by* somtf 
e^'terhal assi^taBce; . And so because I attitoo idle 
to undertafce-tliisexepcise merely for my own pri- 
vate edificatiOf), I am mightily apt to instruct my- 
self Eit the expecice oif th^: patience of my friend^. ' 
If ydu ever feee Mrs. Dunbar' be so good as tQ 
assure her of my affectionate loVe. I have the 
pleasure of heai^ng" frohi every body that she looks 
delightfully and is very well> but nit one word have 
I had from herself* Lady Dartrey I am sorry to 
say I do not hear so good /an account of. Adieu^! 
n^y dear Mrs. Ves^y, My kind lote^'tb'' Mrs, 

Handcock : 
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Handoock : if she was so good to 6c my pro:^ in the 
fttiing th(B negligi^ey it has succeeded i merveiUe^ 
ibr it wanted very litde alteration inde^sd. I^t m^ 
bear ^om you ^oon. If e^y^ ¥©Sis yoM» 
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Jt was indeed ip03t lundly attentiYe of 
^QUi ro}|f dear M^^ Vesey^ tq forbear acquaiating 
ine with poor dear ^m. He&ry*^ aqcid^ut, tUl yoi^ 
poul(^ iotoriu rae that the vfot^ of it Waa oyf r. £vea 
now I cauiKit help felting j^oy spirits strongly ii;8eettsd 
by the renaftinln^ sufferings which she herself sup* 
ports with so ipiich patience and qbeerfuluess. I am 
f ery th4n|ful however) that the moat pai|ifu} and 
dangerous q{ theot are paati and I hope every day 
will now dimioish theo), } beg you will assure her 
jsl* my kiad Iqve and most affecttQuaie good wishes* 
J Vrqw I need not ask you to give me very sooaan 
M96 Wt hgvy §h.e goes on, a3 you are sensible of the 

RWety 



toxiety I must feel for so truly .gwd-and izaloablie'a 
liiend. It is no woinder. iM^e; sbould sjapport her- 
self in a manner very superior to many of those 
whom you call my, beaux. They talked and rea- 
soned upon their principles ; she feels, and acts upoh 
her's. I rejoice both foi: Mrs. Henry and for you 
in the size of your venerable rooms ; in such a con* 
^nement and in su eh .weather/ a fhse circulation of 
air i&^a mosjt esseptial comlbrt. It was Imppy you 
had a friend tQ partake, your cares in nursing. I 
hope your health has not s«&red: by the shock, and 
the anxiety wbieh you must have felt from this dis* 
Ixessful acciitent. 

JVIrs. Montagu is going into Oxfordshire to visit 
Jjovd and Lady Nunefaam. Not long since I heard 
from poor Lady Juliana PelUD ; she proposes spend- 
iag the summer at Stoke. She writes in a style of 
divine resignation, of which she gives the best proof 
by mentioning with cheerfulness and gitltitude her 
still remaining comforts and blessings. Pray rejoice 
the heart of Mrs. Henry by this paragraph. 

What is become of Mrs. Dunbar and half the 
friends I have in the world, I know not ; as they 
do not trouble themselves to give me any intelli- 
gence about their situation. I comfort myself in 
the hope, while I hear nothing to the contrary, that • 
tbey are well and happy, whether they think of me 

or 



'72 

or not IS of very little consequence in their train 
de vie, whatever it may be to mine, who, by mix- 
ing very little in the bustle of the world, am apt to 
mak(3 a serious point of the concerns of my heart, 
to which I find much more leisure to attend, than 
people who are more engaged in an attention to 
things. 

A thousand thanks to you for giving me the hopes 
of seeing you in town thiswinter, I am delighted at 
the idea of probably finding you there at my arri- 
val- It is \i'ith the utmost difficulty my head has 
allowed me to proceed thus fafy but I was deter- 
mined not to omit this Post. I quite depend on 
your giving me very early, and I trust good intelr 
ligence of ypur malade. All happiness attend you, 
your nursery apd friends, 
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LETTER LXXIIL 



Deal, Oct. 18, 1772, 

On the first sight of your hand, my dear 
Mf s. Vesey, I hadformed an agreeable expectation 
of finding your Letter dated from some druid's cave, 
or monument : you will easily guess my disappoint- 
ment and grief* at finding your leaving Iceland de- 
layed by such a reason. I should have been more 
alarmed, however, about dear Mrs. Handcock's situ- 
ation, if I had received tlie account from any one 
less tenderly interested. But your general sensi- 
bility heightened by strong particular affection, has 
I trust filled you with worse apprehensions than 
there is any real ground for. It could not I think 
be expected that with a violent contusion, and pro- 
bably some strain, she could be much better in 
eight days. It is very affecting to me to think, how 
your spirits must have been harassed during this 
last summer. But such events are a sour*ce of true 
"cJomfort in the reflexion, when they have called out 
;tije exertions of such a heg-rt a3 your's. In every 

liCtter 
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Letter I receive from Mrs. Henry, she speaks with 
the most lively gratitude, and kind afiection, of tbg 
unwearied attention and goodness which she expe-r 
rienced from you ail at Lucan dujrijig her melan- 
choly confinement Indeed it was qiiite a blessing 
that her misfoltune should have happened in a 
place where it received every possible alleviation. 
May Heaven recompence all the melancholy hours 
which have been so kindly devoted to your suffer- 
ing friends in Ireland^ by many cheerful ones with 
those who so sincerely and anxiously wish ibr you 
in England. 

It is well for niy vanity that the Duchess of 
JLeinster has np opportunity of comparing aie 
.with the flattering picture drawn of me by my kind 
and partial friends. You once befere mentioned 
a desire of showing her some of n^y: Letters, and I 
then left you as I do now to follow ypuT owp incli- 
nation, or rather discretion. . If your opinion of 
the effect they might be likely to produce, was lui 
well. grounded, as I am persuded it is sincere, I 
should be hiaippy in the use which you propose to 
make of them, but there is something very different 
in the kind of impression made on the heart of a 
friend to which they ar^ immediately ^dressed, 
>&ud tlie judgment of an uninterested reader^ How;- 

evor 
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ever at all events, if it will give you pleasure, you 
have my free consent to do as you like *. 

On reading , your description of ..the beautiful 
/Bituation of yoiir cottage, I could not help fetching 
^ sigh, to think how incapable you then were of 
lenjoying it. But the walks of Paradise would lose 
their charms if they were haunted by the evils of 
piortality. But it, is well for our present imperfect 
irirtue, that the ^lnumerable circumstances which 
must concur to make up the sum of a single hour 
of happiness, are of so precarious a nature as to 
remind us perpetually of that dependance, which if 
pur enjoyments were more complete we should so 
isoon be in danger of forgetting. 

It was not till last ni^t I got your Letter, and ' 
I aitswer it immediately ; ai I shall be very anxious 
knew how dear Mrs. Handcock does, I must ver 
quest you to be equally speedy ;. my affectionate 
}ove and best wishes attend her. Adieu ! dear 
^rs. Vesey: God bl<^0^ you, and send you hap.- 
pily amNong u9« 

^ Mrs. Vesej^s opinion «pon tfais subject nercr vaiied ; 
^6 this reply of Mrs. Carter gives a c«>|iiplete and additibna} 
(f^ictioa tp the pjneseot pubUcation, 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

Clargcs Street, May 2o, 1773. 

Your' spirit has a most restless life, my 
dear Mrs. Vesey, if* it is fluttering after all your 
friends who ar^e now dispersing themselves to th6 
four winds of heaven, -tt bad better have sat quiet 
with me in Glarges Street, whene I have beta 
ofaliiied to remain an idle hearer of the bustle- 6f 
t)therai, as an ill-timed little fever has confined 'toe 
very much, though not totally, to my pillow.-- This 
is the first day I have felt kiiy cdmfortablesymptoms 
bf returning hiealth. My* fpvfer, I- thank God, fs 
nearly gone, and I shall I hdpe m if day-oi^'t^vd he 
able to join in' the hlirry that is necessary to trans- 
port one to a distance from • the spot, -io^ which 'all 
one's trumpery has been fiied^ for 50 many months. 
I hope to set off for Kent next Wediaesd^ay, and 
to be quietly fixed there for the remainder of the 
year, awake to all therblessing? I fin^ jn that .situa- 
tion, and sorrietimes amusing mysfelf with pleasant 
dreams of next winter.* I need trot «^ ho^^ plrin- 
cipal a figure you will make in the picture ; for I 
am detern)ined to hope without hesitation that you 
are to b? in England, though when 1 taxed 3/ou 

with 
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\yith it, you was so cruel as to say you did not think 
ao vourself^ 

In However small a degree I may have been 
instrumental,, to so happy a change in the friend 
you ipention, 1 am very thankful for it. But indeed 
it was the . operation oif a higher power, whose 
goodness will never suffer any honest mind to 
wander in darkness, while it carefully and diligently 
seeks for lignt. The probity of her character, a 
strong sense of religion in general, and a sincere 
desire of discovering the truth, were such quali- 
fications as naturally lead to conviction, and 
must always obtain the assistance necessary to 
procluce it, 

I hope your tenderness gives you more alarm 
about dear Mrs. Handcock than is necessary, I 
wish you could persmide her into more exercise. 
I am glad Lady Primrose is so well, your visit 
win do her a w^orld of good. Do not despond, 
you will beyond doubt, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
recover the delightful enthusiasm for rural objects, 
to which I am persuaded a few dark clouds have 
given only a temporary interruption. The first 
bright day will restore verdure to the fields, and 
l^armony to the groves, and I hope to find by your 
next Letter, ([for J fear you will not return to London* 
6efbr^ I go) that you are enjoying all the beauties 
of the countxy with youjc usual poetical spirit. It' 



t8 

Is but seldom perhaps that merely the increase of 
years deprives us of innocent and reasonable plea- 
sures. They are much oftener lost among the 
passions and interests and schdmes of the world. 
Wheti the mind has been so happy as to keep' 
tolerably out of the tumult, it will, ajs long as any 
of its faculties remain, be awake to every unso- 
phisticated delight Adieu ! my head says I must 
have done, and however unwillingly I am obliged 
to obey — God bless you* 



^■fcMi^npi !!■ I !■ ■■ ii ■ ■! T nm 



LETTER LXXV. 

Tunstal, June 8, 1773« 

SoMEtHiNfc whispers me, mjr dectr Mr^ 
Vesey, that you are still in town, and I feel a 
pleasure in thinking I can once more converse with 
you in Bolton-row, before that long absence irf 
which my thoughts must travel over such a length 
of land and sea to find you. There is not indeed 
any part of the globe, to which they would vfot 
follow you, but it is less pleasant to find you in an 
uaknown region, aiKd amidst objects inth which 1 
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have flo GonnecJtion, than in that deaf green dressiri 
/room, where I have passed so many happy hour^ 
with you. Amidst all the tender regrets, which I 
feel from their being so long suspended, I love and 
cherish the hope which enlivens me by tlie prospect 
that they will return agaki* In the mean time let 
us accommodate ourselves to the necessary inter-* 
ruptions which the best atnd most eligible enjoy-^ 
ments of society must often undergo from the 
condition of an imperfect and varying life ; and by 
endeavouring ta improve every opportunity of our 
several situations, become more endeared to each 
other, in proportion as we become better, and 
consequently more secure in the glad expectation 
that when or wherever we next meet, the meeting 
ttiurt be happy* 

I beg my kind love to Mrs. Handcock ; I hope 
she has not suffered by the hurry of her spirits ont 
tlie suddenness of the scheme for setting out. Both- 
she and you will have forgiven my abrupt manner 
of going off on Taesday ; as I am sure you will 
botli believe I should have been more civil if I had 
fdt less. I was waked in the night at Dartford by 
8 noble peal of thunder, and wished to know if 
you and some more of my friends, who love the 
sublime '^of the elements, shared it with me. I 
thought on you «11 : recommending you and myself 
to heaven j and then as none of you were visibly 

present 
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jpresent to speculate with me on the tempest, quietly 
returned to sleep in the midst of it. 

My love to Miss Cooper, and be so good as to 
tell her, that if she is in town I believe Mrs. Pen*- 
nington will call on her on Tuesday morn, about 
her breakfast hour. If you should not be gone, I 
am sure she will be delighted to call on you, and 
her old acquaintance Mrs. Handcock. She begs 
her compliments to you both. I defer writing to 
Mrs. Montagu till I get to Deal ; but your motions 
are so uncertain, that I would not omit the first 
chance of a Letter finding you in town. Be so 
good as to remember me kindly to Mr. Vesey, 
thank him for my books, and tell him I shall think 
of him with more kindness than ever, the sooner 
he contrives to get back to England. As I have a 
great partiality for Ireland, I am perfectly welt 
contented it should share you with us, and it is 
welcome to all the long days of summer : but it 
should in return allow us some winter evenings. 

I hope soon to hear from Miss Cooper, and you 
will remember your promise of desiring her to 
acquaint me with your proceedings, do not add to 
your hurry by writing yourself. I propose being 
at Deal to-morrow ewning. Adieu ! my. dearest 
Mrs. Vesey; God conduct you safely to your 
present destination, and restore you happily to 
us again* 
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Deal, My l6, WfS. 

THbuGiif t longed impatiently to hear 
frofn you, my dear Mrs. Vesey, yoiir silence gav# 
in6 no suspicions. I am too Well convmded of 
your affection to a friend who 'so sincerely loVe^ 
you, not to believe that you would thihk often and 
kindly of me, whether you told me sO' t)r riotl 
Yet one is always pleased by every confirmation ot 
an interesting truth, even where the corivifctibfi \i^ 
ever so strong^ and I heartily thank you for ever]^ 
affectionate expression in your Letter. 

By this time I hope you are in health and good 
spirits, enjoying all the beauties of Lucan, and all 
the delightful reveries of your own imagination. I 
lament for you who I hope will so often travel 
through Wales, that its poetical and romantic 
grandeur is so tamed and dwindled, that yon Tf ere 
obl^ed to go so far out of your way to find a spot 
capable of amusing you with the danger of break- 
ing your neck. Probably, however, the inhabitants 
of a country so altered may feel more obligations 
to the prossdc taste of the turnpike commissioners 
fiuui you do. Safety^ ease, and convenience are 
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very agreeable circumstances in a place of abode ; 
though the sublime objects of untamed nature 
afford so high an entertainment to the imagination 
^f a poetical traveller, 

I sent your Letter to Miss Cooper by the very 
next Post after it arrived. I heartily thank you for 
giving me leave to read it; when I saw that it was 
not sealed, I longed for the permissioa which I 
found so kindly granted at the end of your Letter 
to me. Miss Cooper is such a wretch that she has 
not writ to thank me for the conveyance of what I 
know would give her so much pleasure* When I 
heard from her, she was preparing to go to Bromley ; 
but she did not omit mentioning dear Mrsv Hand* 
cock s galanterie of the tea cups ; my love and 
thanks to her, but I firmly believe we neither of us 
needed any such memento of her, but I am sure 
we shall both find the tea much the better, which 
is conveyed to us in such a proof of her friendship 
for us. 

Lady Ancram and Mrs. Crofton are at Deal 
Castle, and I hope are likely to remain there the 
most part of the summer. They both inquired 
much after you— The match between Lord Car- 
marthen, and Lady E. D arcy seems to be renou^ 
tout de bon. I wish you joy of finding a live 
genius in the Isle of Anglcsea : which I am per^ 

suaded 
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suaded you would think the next good thing, to 
meeting the ghost of a druid. 

You ask me why the " head is always so sus- 
picious of the heart." Indeed, my dear Mrs* 
Vesey, it would be happy for us if this was always 
the case, particularly in that instance in which you 
:?eem to think it so strange, " the emotions of the 
most mnocent affection." It is upon this very 
account . that they require the strictest guard, and' 
the most careful direction. Our wrong dispositions 
are open enemies, which at the first view declare 
war against our virtue and our happiness. Our 
innocent affections are amiable but imprudent 
friends, which, if they are suffered to take the lead^ 
may carry us through flowery paths into situations 
of inextricable perplexity and danger ; though the 
most endearing and valuable companions of our 
way, when they are taught to submit to a proper 
guidance. 

I hope soon to hear from you, and pray tell me 
when I may again frank my Letters to Mr. Vesey; 
though if you are wise^ou will conceal it, for there 
is no guessing whether I might not have pursued 
the subject you threw in my way through another 
sheet, if I had been perfectly sure my dissertation 
was worth the encrease of postage, which, happily 
for you, I do not think a very clear point. Heaven 
)>lessyoUt 
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LETTER LXXVII. 

* 

D«al, Sepi. 2, 1?73. 

It is impossifafle for me, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, to begin my Letter with any other subject 
than that which I am sure must at present be sa 
Bear yoqr heart as the loss of our excell^it and 
dear Lord Lyttelton *. To his friends atone th}» 
is a melancholy evenly to himself I trust it proves 
most joyful. Froii^ a* wot Id which so little deserved 
his virtues be is removed to the applauding society 
of saints and angels, and to the righteous Judge/ 
who will reward them. Except th^ testimony of a 
good conscience, a long series of disappointm^ifai 
in every human pursuit left him a very small porticm 
of happiness below. His great integrity, his amiabl^f 
siiaplicity, and the gentle temper of his mind, ren- 
dered him unfit ibr the advancements of li£^ which 
ii^ this bad world are procured and supported by 
arts to which his soul was an utter stranger ; and 



* Some p&ssftges of tikis and tlije folI»wing Letter were 
printed in the Memoin of Mrs. Carter^ but they are iaseiteii 
h^re in order to preserve the coiroeiUon of tbe Letters, wbi^lk^ 
would have been incomplete without the^ 

S. the 
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tte 5ift©6ttons of his heart were disappointed in 
every scheme of that domestit comfort whieh he 
was sio peculiarly qualified to impart and to enjoy. 
If e was a hoWe and edifying example of the power 
of Christiah principles hi many instances, and very 
particularly in that absolute resignation to the 
divine win, which calmed his mind amidst all the 
Storms which with almost unremitting violence beat 
Upon hitti. In all th^ conversations upon his mis- 
fortunes to which I have been witness, I do not 
i^collect ever to have heard him utter a single 
mtttmtir or complaint. It pleased God to try him 
in the " furnace of affliction," and like gold he 
canie out with the greater purity and the brighter 
Idstre. — ^The concruding scene of his life was con- 
Ibrmable to all the past. The account is very 
Meeting, but very delightful. His sun set in calin 
kplendouf without a cloud, his mind was supported 
by Christian faith, and his hopes were foil of im- 
iiibrf ality.^ — ^Mf . Pepys was with him at Hagley t<) 
the l^t; and as Mrs. Montagu will have very 
jmrticular accounts from him, she will probably^ 
when het mind is sufficiently composed, transmit 
theitt to yon. I bad a Letter from her last night j 
I thank God her health has not suffered from this 
j^roke. She appears te deeply affected by it as one 
would naturSliy supjiose her to be, and expresses 

herself 
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herself with as much piety as sensibility on her 
melancholy loss of such a friend. 

I hope you have by this time got rid of the con^ 
sequences of your bathing. Indeed, you are mosi; 
JQtplerably rash. Do pray give yourself up ^ littl^ 
more to the directions of Mrs. Handcock, He? 
^Ober good sense will correct your fanciesj and her 
afifection. is too strong. to suffer her to laugh when 
there is the least reasonable cause of alarm. By 
guarding against imaginary distempers jou are in 
perpetual real danger from mi;sappiied an^ improper 
remediies. Your prescriptions agree . better with 
your friends than with yourself. You have sent 
Xady Dartrey to me in very comfortable health, 
whijC^b I hope Bristol will confirm against the attacks 
•of winter. Her sweet little boy, though always 
very healthy, has evidently acquired a greater 
degree of firmness, and some addition to hie fairy 
^i^e, since he has been here. She goes to Bristol 
oext week, apd had set her heart on; carrying the 
child with her, but it i$ thought to b^ so much more 
beneficial for him to continue some t^e longer here^ 
^at with her usual. su]t)mission to. egvery. rea^o^abls 
opposition she ha^ agrieed to leajv^e hip? het^ind. 
•J^here is nothing very surprizing ^n )w?ur .tendency 
to lov^ 4ear JUdy Dartrey prodigiously. The mor^ 
ypii becpme ^cquaipted with her, tb? more irrq; 

^istible 
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sistible ypu will fiad it. Her understanding is clear/ 
lively^ and elegant, her imagination highly poetical^ 
her virtues are fixed on the steadiest principles of 
religion, and her heart is amiable to a degree which 
to. any one not perfectly acquainted with it can> 
scarcely be described. 

As to your question. Cynosure * is one of the 
names of the polar star, wlwch I think will solve 
your difficulty. It is perhaps too uncommon and 
scientific a word, and if the thought was good for 
much, one would wish that Milton had not by this 
expression obscured it. I hope you have by this 
time hea,rd from Miss Cooper, and you will havey 
found that jshe had too good an excuse for no^ 
writing sooner; she is, however, I thank Gdd; 
better now, though not as well as her friends wish- 
her: I had a Letter to-day. I beg to* be kindly 
remembered to Mn Vesey and Mrs. Handcock. 
Farew^ell, my dear Mrs. Vcsey^ God bless you. ^ 
May we be the better by reflecting > on the friend 

• The Cynosure of neighb'ring eyes. L'Allegro. 

A striking ifl&tance; amoug manjy 9tlii^rsif jQ()p^si^ryiin:diif 
great poet, which Mrs. Carter's correct^ judginent ,gould»not 
approve. It seem* probable that Milton's taste was vitiated 
by his familiar acquaintance with th6 Italian Poets. Cynosure, 
in its proper sense, is riot the polar star,' but* the constellation 
ct Ursa Minor, of. xybicb tlus.poiar star isia part. '^ : ., 

who 
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yAo is removed from us, and tiiankfbl fqr those 
whom the divine goodness permits us taenjoy. 
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LETTER LXXVni. 



Deal, Sqff. 17, 1773. 

, .7lf ovGH you must have received a Letter 
£rQipi Qiei before your's could arriye here, yet as 
you wi^h to hear from me, ray dear Mrs. Vescy, 
I c^pnpt forbear writing again, though I have no 
qew information tq give you ; as when I condoled 
with you ia my last Letter on the loss of our 
e:^cellent fiiend, I told you all the particulars I had 
learpt in regard to this interesting subject It is a 
great blessing to us both that our dear Mrs. Mon- 
tagu's health has not been affected by this trying 
strokf^. 

It is vary true that the death of a friend is an 
awakening cfall to the heart, to which it is our duty 
and our interest to ^ttepd. Such m awful ap4 
affecting i^emeiito shoi^ild alarm, pur carelessness 
and cs^xcite ouf diligence in every duty that may 

contribute 
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contribute to our reunion with every virtuous-partner 
of our hearts. Such a disposition will sanctify our 
sorrows, and give an employment to our minds. 
But do not let us, my dear friend, " sorrow like 
those without hope;" nor when one blessing is re- 
moved, deject our spirits by melancholy apprehcn^ 

* 

sions about the rest. Surely such hopes as become 
a Christian will find no difficulty in their admission 
to a heart like your's, if it was fairly allowed to 
discover ti eir excellency and ilnportance, and was 
not driveh back by the hurry and tumult of the 
world ; that world which never can bestow any real 
and secure enjoyment unless it is connected wHti 
the' hope of a better. The dark doud of death is 
ever impending over tlie gayest scenes, and surety 
it must be worth our utmost thought and attention 
to seek for some assistance to penetrate the shade, 
and discover the prospect of immortality and happi- 
ness beyond it. Do not turn your thoughts with 
such despondency from the view of your return to 
England, where, God be thanked, there are so 
many friends who love and wish for you. Let us 
look forward with cheerful expectation to our all 
meeting again ; and if we indulge this hope with 
that proper sense of dependance on Him who alone 
ha3 the power of accomplishing it, we shall be just 
ffi well (perhaps much better) disposed to subn^it 

to 
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to a disappointment, as if we tormented ourselves 
, by a perpetual forecast of it ; and all our anticipar 
tion of uncertain evils is only Just so much misery 
hpureperte. 

. I most heartily thank you for your delightful ac- 
count of the manner in which Mrs. Dunbar exerts 
herself to diffuse happiness around her. So much 
a,ctivity of virtue is such a triumph over the strong 
impediment of an uncommon degree of natural in-v 
dolence as nothing but those principles by which 
she is uniformly guided could possibly effect » I 
am charmed with your picture of the Chapei. I 
think Mrs. Dunbar has too good a taste ever to re- 
store the gilding, or obliterate the vener^ible traces 
of the sombre pencil of time. . . 

Though you could not seduce me out of the plain 
turn-pike-road, nor ponvince me that it was worth 
tbp hazard of travelling in the dark, merely to take 
a view of some spruce villa on the banks of the 
Thames, or a square brick house with broad sash 
windows, once inhabited by good Queen Anne, I 
^0 think my gepius for, the sublime could not have 
withstood your invitation to such a scene qi wild 
natural grandeur as you describe, and I am not 
sure whether I should not even have followed Miss 
Vesey into so noble a recess of — " The looe ma- 
jesty of untamed nature." 

I re- 
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I return you Lord Valencia s Letteri ivhich dpc| 
him great honour ; and I hope is a proof that ht 
has profited by the great blessing of being con* 
iiecfed with so excellent a friend. My summer 
friends in this place are taking their flight like the 
swallows. Lord and Lady Dartrey went last week. 
Lady Ancram and Mrs. Crorton on Monday : the 
forcner is to return in a tew days^ but Mrs. Croftoa 
takes up her winter abode in town sans retour. I 
was very unfortunate in not ji^ngable to spend the 
last day with them, as they kindly wished me. 
But my father was unwell, and I did not care to 
leave him at dinner ; and in thfe afternnpon, when I 
could have gone, my head sent me at six o clock to 
my pillow. . , ^ 

The last time I heard from Miss Cooper she was 

got better ; probably she has told you that the Kir^ 

has given Dr. Beattie a pension of 200/. a year : at 

which 1 think every friend to genius, dedicated to 

the service of religion and of virtue, will rejoice. 

The, D.r, and Mrs. J^eattiq have been at Sandleford^ 

but were preparing to leave it when I heard last 

from Mrs. Montagu. jMrs. Scott is still with li^r. 

^ly affectionate love to Mrsi. Handcock and Mrs.. 

Dunbar I rejoice to hear she is so near you. Do 

pray write soon. It cannot^ I think, hurt your 

j^pffits to converse with a friend in whom you have 

« 
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so Und a confidfcncfe, and of tehose sincere iflfec^ 
tion and most ardent wishes for your happiness you 
caniiot doubt May God bfess and preserve you, 
and give you every assistance you need. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

Deal, SepL t5, 177%. 

TH6trGH I wrote to you not above a 
Veek before I received your last kind Letter, yet 
as you tell me it is a consolation to you to hear 
from me, I cannot forbear writing so soon again. 
It grieves me to find your spirits are stHl so low ; 
but do fendeavour to raise them from the melan- 
choly chambers of the grave, to those glad regions 
of immoitality and happiness, where I trust our 
excellent friend is rejoicing in his escape from the 
«tiflferings of probationary life. It would be absd* 
hitely selfish to wish him back again into a world 
where his tibials derived their most painful acutenesi 
from the sensibility of his virtue. 

Hoiv could you think that 1 could ever give xnj 
consent for printing that incorrect and impeHeet 
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riKt(di ^ which fhe first effusions of my heart ta^ 
turaily produced, when. I wa& conversing with n 
Minoioii fricxid so nearly interested in the sufagect? 
I jom with you in wishing there Hiay be a well writ 
life of good Lord Lyttelton : but I am very far from 
being equal to such a task. 

Tbpugh I agree with you in tile great use that 
may be derived from an account of the life of a 
character of distinguished excellence, I differ from 
you with regard to the persons who will receive the 
benefit &om works of this kind. They contribute^ 
as every thing else does, to n>ake the good better^ 
but seldom or never to reform the bad* Those 
whom you justly characterize by the title of " Un- 
feeling scoffers/' are as impenetrably to example ^. 
they are to< reason ; and though, as you say, they 
may be silenced, they will not be convinced : for 
CQaviction is not an operation of the head, but of 
the heart This is the doctrine of inspiration ; and 
common sense and experience bear ample testi- 
mony to its truth. You say Lord Lyttelton " be- 
came a Christian from philosophical enquiry.'* — 
But upon that enquiry he entered with a mind un- 
disturbed by passion and unbiassed by prejudicOf 

* Of the character of Lord Lyttelton, io the fir$t Letter 
written tfter bis death, 
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and Consequently with a heart full of virtuous dis- 
positions. Had his head been ever so speculative 
and philosophical, with the pride and malevolence, 
and dissoluteness of Bolingbroke, or the pert para* 
doxical vanity of Hume ; with all his enquiries he 
had remained an unbeliever. 

I am much obliged to you for mentioning Mrs* 
Dunbar, for, alas, I never hear any thing from her- 
self : be so good as to mention in your next when 
they talk of leaving Ireland. Lady Dartrey is 

r 

gone to Bath instead of Bristol, as his Lordship 
has been ordered the Bath waters: she continues, 
I thank God, well. When I last heard from Miss 
Cooper she was tolerable, and talked of going to 
Encombe. 

God bless you, my dearest Mrs. Vesey, and 
raise your spirits from their present melancholy 
views to happier prospects ! Pray write soon, for 
I shall be very anxious till I hear from you. 
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LETTER LXXX. 

Deal, Dec. 8, 1775* 

Your Letter, my dear Mrs. Vesey, waa 
writ when your mind was sobered and composed by 
the quiet retirement of Lucan : my answer will find 
you amidst the hurry and flutter of Dublin, where, 
too probably, alas, the tumults of the world will 
not much dispose your mind for fixing on the 
subjects which engaged it in the vacant hours of 
calm uninterrupted solitude. , Yet I know you 
will wish to hear from me : and I shall naturally 
follow the train of thought into which your Letter 
leads me, whether or not you have forsaken it your- 
8elf= 

When I recommended Sherlock^s Sermons, I be-* 
lieve I did it with some exception ; many, indeed 
most of them, are very excellent. Most of those 
in which he defends the general truth of Christia- 
nity, and answers the cavils of unbelievers, are 
writ with a clearness and a spirit which are seldom 
equalled. But in some others he is obscure and 
confused, and seems either not to have understood 

• Her^ follows what is printed in page 6l7 of Mrs. Carter's 
Memeirs, 4to. edition. 
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himself, or not to have wished to be understood by 
otliers* tJpon some occasions too, he appears to 
.me to have caught the spirit of the society * to 
which he preached, and to be a great deal too 
cl^er. Afchbishop Seeker's Sermons are abso- 
lutely free from these objections, and are, I think^ 
upon the whole the most calculated to awaken the 
conscience and amend the heart, of any that perhaps 
were ever published. 

You have drawn such a fine sombre picture of 
your situation at Bath, as would have delighted my 
gothic imagination if I had not deeply felt for the 
sad effect it had upon your's. There can, I think, 
be little doubt but that a long attention to the scenes 
i^hich you describe, immediately succeeded by such 
a distemper, was the mechanical cause of that 
dreadful idea which so strongly took possession of 
you. But give me leave, my dear friend, to ob- 
serve, that the more painfully you feel the impres- 
sion of this dreadful delirium, the more you should 
be excited to counteract it, by applying your 
thoughts to the only remedy against its terrors. 
Christianity alone can brighten the dark passage 
with which your imagination was too l^ng engaged^ 
and open the prospect of life and irajnortality be- 
yond it* 

* He was Master of the Temple* 
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I am much obliged to you for your anecdote of 
the young Duke of Leinster, which was extremely 
affecting, and very much to his honour. You talk 
of losing the Duchess. Is she to come to England? 
Our dear Mrs. Montagu has had no return of fever 
since she came to town, I hope therefore it is en- 
tirely gone. I am happy to say she is cautious, and 
when I last heard from • her she had not once been 

» 

out of an evening. Her spirits do not seem to be 
good ; but perhaps this may be no disadvantage to 
her health, for which they are generally apt to be 
too good, 

I propose to leave this place the 28th of this 
month. If you are not so very good as to let me hear 
from you before I go, I hope you will, however, 
give me the pleasure of a Letter very soon after I 
get to town. Consider how much I shall want it 
to comfort me for your absence, which J shall feel 
4IO much more sensibly than I do here, when I am 
within a few doors of the liouse where I spent so 
^9iany happy hours of almost every day with you 
last winten Adieu, God bless you, and direct you 
into the path jof true happiness. 
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LETTER LXXXL 

Clarges Street, Jan 25, 1774. 

Indeed, my dear friend, I should be 
inclined to think even the tumult of I)ublin a ihorc 
reasonable amusement than *' the silent church- 
yard," if, like Plato's discontented ghosts*, the 
mind only hovers over that scene of melancholy 
and desolation, and does not penetrate into the 
wotW of life and activity and social joy, which are 
lodged beyond it; from whence perhaps the gentle 
spirit of him whose removal you lament, looks back 
with kind compassion on the imperfect, interrupted, 
and insecure enjoyments of the friends whom he 
has left behind him. 

■ 

Ma rhuom cliino alia terra, al ciel non mira 
Sol pcrche troppo sente, e poco erode. 

. Faith mdeed is the only medicine, that can as-^ 
suage the pains of sentiment : and they whose hearts 
are apt to feel the most severely, are the most par- 

* From this- passage of Plato, Milton appears to have bor* 
lowed the idea contained in those highly poetical, but ungram- 
matical, lines in Com us, which begin, ** Such are those thick 
and gloomy shadows damp/' 

ticnlarly 
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ticularly concerned to strengthen the one iii propdr** 
tion to the other. 

You need not, I hope, be under any particular 
concern about Mrs. Montagu. I found her, God 
be thanked, much better than I expected. The 
fever which had so greatly alarmed me by its lori^ 
jeontinuance in the summer, is effectually removed ; 
she is not thinner, 1 believe, than she Was last 
winter, and her looks are not unhealthy. Mrs. 
Dunbar and Mrs. J. Pitt are very well. Mrs. J* 
Pitt, whose active spirit of benevolence is always 
at work for the good of the friendless and dis- 
tressed, has proposed a scheme for examining into 
the merit of petitions for charity : to relieve those 
who are really entitled to it, and, as far as can be 
lawfully done, punish impostors and cheats. Whe- 
ther it will succeed or not, I cannot tell : but one 
feels a satisfaction from even the consultations upon 
such a subject. Mr. Pitt enters warmly into the 
project. Several of our friends had a meeting;' 
upon it last Sunday evening, and are to meet again 
for the same purpose the nexf*. I could not 
help reflecting with how much more real pleasure^ 
this party retired to their piltows after a Sunday^ 
evening spent in this manner, than if it had beeil' 
past amidst the gay tumult of the world. 

* This wav tbe orfgin of the Ladi<38^ CSbtfiiMA^tSf^tfility. 

H S Miss 
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Miss Cooper is better in health than she was last 
winter. — Lady Primrose, I think, in appearance 
much the same. I met your friend the Duchess of 
Montagu there one evening : and for most part of 
the time there was no other cotnpany, which gave 
me an opportunity of hearing the Duchess talk" 
more than I ever had done, and consequently - 
enough to convince n)c of all I have heard you 
say to her advantage. Indeed the party was so very 
pleasant, that I was extremely sorry wlien it came 
to an end. 

It is talking in much too gloomy a style, when 
you say you " cannot look thiough the perspective 
of time to come, upon this earth, with any hope 
of smishine." The tender regret which we must 
feel for the present loss of those who have finished 
their journey before us, surely ought to be mixed 
with a high degree of tliankfulness for the numbers 
who are still continued to acconipany and cnlivea 
our way ; and with a cheerful hope that a gracious 
Providence will ever supply all those supports and 
comforts which \ve need to our very latest stage, if we 
endeavour to entitle ourselves to its assistance and 
protection. Whenever '* it appears to you as if 
there was no stand necessary for you to keep," con- 
sult your reason, consult your Bjble, and both will 
tell you that such an appearance is absolutely false. 
Wirtx^ut recurring to any effects produced. upon the 

general 



general system, every individual ih evei*y stage, 
and under every circumstance of existence, has a 
a post to maintain, in which it is placed by the 
sovereign Disposer of the universe : bn a diligent 
attention to the duties arising from that 'sittfeition, 
whatever it be, and not from a desertibri bf it, must 
all oiir happinisfis depend. 

• It heartily grieves me to find you suffer so much 
from the want of quiet sleep. I fear this com- 
plaint is' ilot hkely to get much 'better while ybu 
continue in Dublin. The agita!tion of spirits, raised 
by crowded assemblies and heated rooms; is su^h 
an enemy to repose, as I fear no medicine can be 
able to counteract. Indeed it wotild do you a 
vast deal more good to try whether some change of 
air, of hours, and mode of living, might not re- 
medy this evil, than to amuse yourself with specu- 
lations on the remote and hidden causes from 
whence it arises. You bid - me tell you what nei- 
ther I, nor any other mortal can tell. The manner 
in which soul and body is affected by each other 
is one of those impenetrable secrets with which, 
because it is impenetrable, we have jio concern. 
All our business is to improve the moral conse- 
quences arising from it, arid exalt our ignorance 
into a virtue. Our being so little able to account 
for a point so intimately near us, affords a striking 
lesson of humility, and should check our idte Curio- 
sity 
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sity and ei^tra^vagant densands io other in5taace3 of 
, truth beyond our conpreheijsion. 

; This Letter was b^gun ^oipe. days ago, but tljie 
.}j[iaw.so relaxed me^ and made. such a poor aaimal 
of w^, that I was unable tq finish it. . I will pot 
Hj^napt to tell you how sincerely I regret sending 
you a Letter, instead of the deligbful intercourse 
of cards and twisted notes. But I r^ieye this 
painful feeling by looking forward to the hop^s pf 
next winter. I was last night pt Mrs. Ord s, with 
Mrs, Montagu, and she was very well and in very 
good spirits. We called first on dear J^ady Dar^- 
trey, who is looking better than I evpr saw her, 
and is literally grown fat: Miss Cooper was there, 
and they all desire their love to you, and regret 
alnpkost as much, (and I believe I might say quite), ^s 
J do, the not seeing you amongst us ; but we talked 
vith pleasure and delight of , our expeictations for 
next winter. Let nie hear from you soon. . God 
bless you, my dear friend* Adieu, 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

Clargcs Street, April iS, 1774. 

By tbis time I hope, my dear Mrs. Vcsey, 
that indisposition which gate so me^anchaly a 
tincture to your ideas is perfectly iiemoved, a»d 
that you think ci your friends as engaged in tbehr 
several pursuits and walking up and down the sur- 
&ce of the earth, and not slumbering in a churoh^ 
yard. It is, perhaps, one «£ tlie hardest tasks in 
the conduct of the mind^ to prevent its being in«> 
fluenced by the phantoms of disdrdened health ; 
and people of weak nerves should be early taught 
to guard against the misrepresentation^ of dis^ 
temper* This caution is much more in our power, 
I am convinced, than is usually supposed: and yet 
I do not recollect <ta iiave ever seen it taught or 
recommended in any treatise of education that has 
ever fallen in my way; 

For fear you should still retain any pailiful ap« 
prehensions about your friends, I am so happy as 
to be able to acquaint yau that (hey are all as well 
as usual. Mrs. Montagu is I hope iipon th^ whole 
better than usuafl. » She hafe frequent little attacks, 
which must be expected from great exertions opera- 
ting 
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ting on yery delicate health, but they soon pass 
oSy and there is no teaching her moderation in her 
amusements and societies. She talks of going ta 
Tunbridge before she sets out for Northumberland : 
and I hope she will visit it too after her return, for 
the waters always do her more good than any me- 
dicine, because they seem to strengthen and 
brace her nerves. — As to myself J go on much as 
usual, sometime^ better, sometimes wdrse; and 
never bad enough to give you arty reasonable alarm 
about me. Miss Cooper seems to have quite re* 
covered what she suffered from too jE^reat hxigue 
while she engaged in a particular departmeat of 
our society *. Boerhaave's fever powder and re- 
signing her post have restored her health. She is 
going to Bristol this summer to meet some friends 
from Ireland. The general dispersion will now 
soon begin, which is always an unpleasant circumr 
Btance,. but you cannot imagine with how. different 
feeling 1 take leave of a winter which ends in your 
depai turefrom England, from that which encourages^ 
me to look forvyard to your return^ at jibe next re- 
union of OUT friends. 

» • * • 

• The Ladies* Charitable Society mentioned before, in 
which . the Ladies took unwearied pains in examining the 
merits; aud necessities ofthe pelStiooerSi anc) giving relief acr 

oordingly. 

» S And 
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•And yet the Ikirest expectations of meeting thMt^ 
we love must be liable to perpetual clouds, unte$0 
Ae mind is habituated to extend the prospect 
beyond a world which must ever be liable to 
disappointment. Indeed I grieve for what yoa 
call your melancholy fancies: but, my dear 
friend, why will you suffer your imagination to 
fix itself on the dismal sound of the passing 
bell, and the dark chambers of tbe grave, instead 
of teaching it to wander through the regions 
of light and immortality, amidst the great com- 
-munity of happy spirits ? You love society : take 
a view of that brilliant assembly described by an 
author (Heb, xii. 22, &c.) who gives such excell^it 
rules for securing an admission to it : and when 
any painful ideas of separation deject you, let it 
comfort your heart. 

The Charitable Society is soon to break up for 
the summer months, but it is to begin again .in 
November. In the mean time some care will be 
taken of such objects as by age and sickness are 
disabled from working. Our new subscription is 
to begin in January. I should think tiiere could 
be no objection to your becoming a member of 
the society when you are in England, from any 
pati*iotic principles, as so very considerable a part 
of the objects relieved by it are Irish. I wish you 

well 



106 

well t^MUgh your iDyihpbgic^I qo^rtos^ I hare 
4y goi to the end ivith the same opioion 2 



Lidy Arabella Denny h&s been «oine weeks ia 
Abwn, but 19^(6 must sood resign her to you again ; 
ttfid indi^d iit would be monstrous to wish to detain 
iUcb a tx0asu.re from a country which? to our sham^ 
lie it fipoken^ is indulged with so . few advantag^a* 
{Jije fajfe^s kindly allowed me to see her pretty often* 
I highly reverence her character, and think her 
manners remarkably pleasing. 

I b€;gl to be kindly remembered to Mr. Vesey^ 
M»d Mr9. Handcock ; do i^ray write soon, and teU 
IQte if you have got rid of your cold and your 
l^aoniy ideas. Be so good as to let Mrs. Hesory 
hw^ \b§ enclosed, It is but two or thrte day^ 
since I received your Letter. God bles^ you, fare- 
ivelL 

* BiyaiAt's Mythology, of which Mrs. Carter gives a general 
iqpiuiQQ in the next Letter with her usual good sense. 
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1 E TT E R LXXXIII. 

1 

Clarges-Street, May ^^ 1774. 

Thouqu by tlie rules of ordiaQry calcii* 
IfttipQ I b^lieye it is not Yery jdng since I retseived 
your Letter, yet I ain so ai:cu5tc»ned to vfiAte Ho 
you imr»ediail$i}y, thftt it aee«is to me quite^^i age 
th^^t I have ddf<^red H- I carmot aUege the put- 
ting myself :to school as the tmdB^oa of my sSenee 
as y oil 4q, w^b I beg fi)r the future you will ine-, 
serve for sucb of y«»ur Correspondents Who cami6t 
read your hand, and not for me who can, and who 
pei^evere in pronoundng it to be one of the most 
legible of all possible hands. Whether 1 mi^t 
^Qd it to be such if it belonged to any other writer^ 
is a mere point of speculation, and I take &ings 
just as they are; and as I always do find out your 
meaning, what does it signify whether it be by my 
ayes jor my heart ? 

The business of mir Society, which has lately 
been moi^e than usual, mixed up with a feveri^ 
cold, has prevwited my writing to you sooner, aa 
I have every day wished to do. I hope I am grow* 
ing better, birt I still feel very confused and stu* 
pified and uneouifoitable : though I keep up and 

down 
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down the lyorld and am just going to dine with 
Mrs. Montagu. I hope you will be one of our 
society next winter. It would do your heart good 
to see two people who have just interrupted me by 
returning their thanks for the relief which they have 
obtained, and which has enabled them to return 
to their work, which had been interrupted by sick- 
ness, which obliged them to part \yith every thing 
necessary for carrying on their business. 

. Mrs. A. Pitt has been abroad ever since I have 
been in towa~r-I feel. pretty much inclined to that 
kind of constancy which you describe : and I think 
upon the whole we may be both contented to pre- 
serve it It should only render u& as cautious as 
possible In what manner we bestow our affection, 
and all will be well. People however must have 
teamt from long experience, that agi^mens do not 
always imply moral qualities. Whenever we grow 
wise enough to chqse our friends only among the 
friends of virtue and. of God, we shall never find 
constancy to be a painful feeling. 

I have not seen Voltaire's verses, nor ever wish 
^to see any tUing which attempts to destroy the 
only hppe which as you say ^^ makes this life sup- 
. portable." . No pleasure can be capable of giving 
any real delight to tlie human mind unless it is 
c(P!jDr^cted with immortal ideas!. I fed this so 
.stropgly that J can soircely enjoy a rose or a sprig 

. ' Qf 
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of myrtle, till my imagination transplants it to 
the walks of Paradise, where it will be secure from 

fading. 

I meet Lady Bingham somcthnes. But have' 
heard nothing that gave intimation of another scrape* 
She mentioned indeed having named a hmse to 
you, which by her description, one would think 
is the vei^y house that Mr. Vesey and you might 
have set down and wished for : and all your friends 
are grievously disappointed to find you have re- 
jected it. However, provided you will admit us 
to the dear house in Bdton-row, I am tlie less so« 
licitous about your refusal of one that will contain 
all friends. 

I do not recollect any late productions in the 
literary way, except a little volume of very pretty 
Essays by Miss Aikin, and Mr. Bryant'* Analysis 
of ancient Mythology, of which I have read one 
volume in quarto. It is a work of immense learn- 
ing and very great ingenuity, but has to roe tlie 
fault of almost all the mythological systems I ever 
read, the want of sufficient proof. When one is pro- 
fessedly invited into the regions of fiction, the further 
one travels the better. Imagination has a natural 
right to take the lead, and reason veiy quietly fells 
asleep and never interferes in the progress. But 
whenever an address is made to the understandingi 

an4 
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and fancies and conjectured take the place of proof5», 
I know few kinds of reading so unprofitable and 
teizing, however ingenious the writer may be- 
Mr. Bi^ant is a man of excellent Character, and 
acknowledged abilities, and the tendency of hii^ 
studies to the highest degree respectable : all thm 
I have a pleasure in mentioning, and perhaps the 
&ult is in myself that I do not feel moi^ convinced 
of the truth of his system. I am told the second 
volume is much more satisfactory than the first. 
I find it is a fashionable book, from which one 
would infer that this is an age of most profound 
lifierature, and from the very nature of his subject* 
it is scarcely possible to discover what he means 
hut by the assistance of Greek and Hebrew. 

So your wild genius poor Dr. Goldsmith is dead^ 
he was just gping to publish a book called Ani« 
m^ted Nature *. I believe a compilation of xiah 
tural history. I am sinc^ely glad to hear he has 
no femily,. so his loss will not be felt in domestic 
life ; he died of a fever, poor man. I should be 
happy if I could give. you any satisfactory account of 
dear excellent Lady Frances Conii^sby. But alasber 

^ * This is the work of which Dr. Johnson foretold with equals 
truthand felicity of expression, that Goldsmith was going to \^rite 
a natural history^ and would make it as entertaining as a» 
ctstchi talc* 

healtl% 
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healtli will not yet admit of her restoration to tto 
circle of her friends. The subject goes to tny 
heart. 

All your friends here are well. I saw Mr&^ 
Dunbar last night, and Miss Cooper this n^raing^ 
Lady Primrose is gone into the country. Good 
night God bless you, I hope you will have plea- 
sant dreams. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

Clarges Street, May 30,. 1774, 

Mas. Montagu is going to Tunbridg^- 
and though I think, she needs it less this year than 
any she has lately passed, yet upon the whole I 
think she is quite right to go; she would fain have 
tempted me to go with her, but 1 am wanted at 
home, and my day for travelling into Kent is^ fiJted- 
far next Thursday, and I hope very soon after my 
arrival to be favoured with a kind proof of your 
remembrance. Lady Ancram ^ ^nd Mm. Crofioa 

* Lord Ancram, now Marquis of Lothian, foF several sum* 
mers inhabited a house in the village of Walmer, tiear Deal, 
which had belonged to the PHncess Amelia. 

have 
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' have been gone some time; they are not much 
more than a mile distance from Deal. This is very 

. well, but it was better last year when they were 
much closer. I imagine you will soon have the 
pleasure of seeing Mrs. Dunbar : but the weather for 
the present retards their journey. 

I am just going to wander amongst the tombs in 
Westminster Abbey, and expect to be summoned 
€very moment. 1 heartily wish you was to be of 
the party, which I think you would enjoy. Have 
you read in the papers an account of the discovery 
of the body of Edward the First in all his regal 
attire ? It is very true, and all the robe, crown, 
&c. as fresh and bright as when they were deposited. 
A very few spectators were admitted to this view of 
royal mortality. The tomb is again closed ; and 
in spite of all my curiosity I cannot help thinking 
it extremely right, that the abhes should remain' 
undisturbed : though to be sure no human creature 
has less title to repose after death than he has, as 
a conqueror who never let the harassed world re- 
main in quiet while he was alive. 

I cannot tell whether there is any good transla- 
tion of Plutarch's Lives, I think I have heard there 
18 a tolerable on^ in French, but never saw it. I 
am not surprized at any blunder in Voltaire's ar- 
guments. Wit is a squint of the understanding 
which is mighty apt to set things in a wrong places 

I have 
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1 have not seen any of his late writings, nor fiom 
the character of them, do I ever design it. I 
should as soon think of playing with a toad or a 
viper, as of reading such blasphemy and impiety 
as I am told are contained in some of his works *. 

I heartily thank you for rejoicing me by the in- 
telligence, that the house in Bolton Row is re- 
pairing ; I comfort myself for the disappointment 
of the cathedral window, by the reflexion of the 
impossibility of uniting gothic ideas with a London 
life. I am extremely sorry that you are prevented 
from persevering in a remedy from which you found 
so much benefit. I hope however it will at least 
serve as a proof, thai the disorder which so much 
alarms you, is not the incurable evil you seemed 
to apprehend. 

It would be Avith a very ill grace if I found fault 
with your writing, unless I was to mend my own. 

♦ Tliough Mrs. Carter would not probably have been in 
much danger herself from the perusal of irreligious books, 
yet the principle i^ a good one. Few persons are. capable of 
detecting fallacies in abstruse and difficult subjects. With 
half the world bold assertions pass for truth ; and wit and' 
sarcasm for unanswerable arguments^ Strip Voltaire of these, 
and of his unfair manner of translating the Bible into modem 
French, without any reference to the idiom of the original 
language, or any allowance for oriental manners, habits, and 
imagery, and nothing will remain which can injure the 
weakest faith. 

VOL. jv» I However 
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However to say truth, I see no reason to wish you 
would take the trouble of altering it, for I find no 
difficulty whatever in reading your hand, so I beg 
you will not change it, unless when you happen to 
have any scruples about making Mr. Vesey pay for 
twelve dozen of rat traps. I beg my affectionate^ 
remembrance to him and Mrs. Handcock, 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

Deal, Jtt/i^25, 1774. 

No to be sure, my dear Mrs. Vesey, you 
do not deserve that! should write to you for these 
three months : but as I i^oald find it very difficult 
to resist the silly inclination which I cannot help 
feeling to comply with any thing which you think 
proper to ask, I shall thank you for your Letter 
iust as soon, as if you had answered mine in the 
most regular way. I know enough both of the 
tooth-ache atid its remedy not to agree with you^ 
in giving it a place amongst the evils of life^ 
Though you are not so explicit as I could have 
.wished^ I am willing to infer from what you say^ 

that 
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that you have got rid both of your pain and of 
your tooth. 

Though our summer hais not been favourable, 
yet by your description it has not been quite so 
unsummer-like as your's* My roses, and gera- 
niums, and myrtles, are in high bloom and verdure^ 
and I ejDJoy them as well as I can ; but it is in a 
happier climate that roses grow without a thorn* 
JVIy spirits are often low from seeing my father almosi 
constantly in pain. Yet I am thankful that it is 
not violent, and that there is no appearance of any 
symptoms of dangen But his health is uncom- 
fortable, and it is impossible for me to help 
feeling it 

I know not what particular circumstances might 
attend the death of Lord H -^, but the mise- 
rable situation of himself and family during his 
life afforded a most awful and important lesson to 
mankind. All the misfortunes he suffered from the 
profligate behaviour of his children, were the natural 
and immediate consequences of those execrable 
principles which he had himself inculcated upon 
Itieir minds. Wherever the doctrine, that inclina- 
tion is to be the only guide of life, is reduced to 
practide^ the wildest mpnster that roams the desart 
is less mischievous than a human creature^ who i^s 
iurnished with so many implements and oppor- 

I 3 tunities 
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tunities of spreading ruin and desolation wherever 
its activity extends. 

Lord Chesterfield's Letters are, I think, the most 
complete system of French morality that ever dis- 
graced the English language. A system founded 
neither on principles of virtue, nor sentiments of 
heart, but upon those selfish motives, which aim 
at nothing higher than mere biens^ance, and which 
never yet, through the general course of life, pro- 
cured to any character, confidence, or esteem, or 
love. ' It is in vain that Lord Chesterfield would 
disguise the intrinsic imperfections and deformities 
of the composition which his instructions would 
produce, by so strongly recommending the graces. 
The world is always quick-sighted enough to distin- 
guish between the mere touge and enamel of artifi- 
cial good breeding, and • those genuine graceis which 
naturally spring from principles, and dispositions, 
of which unhappily his lordship seems to have been 
totally ignorant. — All this may I think be fairly said 
on many of the most specious and plausible parts 
of the collection ; others are more openly detest- 
able. That a father should seriously and earnestly 
counsel a son to endeavour to make his fortune, by 
betraying the families into wliich he is* admitted, 
destroying domestic connexions, and violating the 
most sacred rights of society, is a degree of pro- 
fligacy 
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fligacy which it is to be hoped, even in tliis bad 
world, is not often to be found. 

I had a Letter from IVIrs. Montaj][u last Post, in 
which she gives a very good account of herself. 
I am obliged to you for mentioning Mrs. Dunbar, 
it is the first news I have heard of her ever since I 
left London. I lately heard . from Mias Cooper, 
she h^s been in town for some weeks, but is npw 
returned to Bristol with her kindred, Maqy thanks 
to you for your kind confirmation of my hopes of 
seeing you next winter. Heaven grant us a com- 
fortable revoir of all our society of friends. 

I hope ]\Iiss Vesey succeeded in her pursuits of 
the ghost. I do not wonder that Mrs. Handcock 
should content lierself with the screaming of her 
own peacocks : but that you should sit quiet, when 
there was the screaming of a ghost to be heard, is 
very surprizing. Pray was not you enchanted when 
you were w^alking with me this morning, as in Ihe 
midst of my walk I sat under a tree, and saw the 
gradual illumination of the sun rising through a 
grove? There is no end to my scribble. -My 
answer to your Letter is sufficiently expeditious, 
.but would have been still more so, if I had not 
been interrupted by the head-ache and many other 
unpleasant avocations. Farewell, my dear, heaven 
^guard and keep you, 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXVL 



Deal, Sept. 20, \77^. 

yoTJB Letter found me, my dear Mrs* 
Vesey, in th^ melancholy attendance of a sick 
room, to which my father is at present confined. 
He 18, I thank God, better than he has been, and 
th^re is no prospect of any immediate danger : but 
I dare not indulge the hope that at hjs age any 
complete recovery will restore him to comfortable 
health. I keep up my spirits as well as I can, find 
I live on froni day to day, with as little further view 
as possible. 

Many thanks to you for the marvellous history 
of the late transaction at However 

wellrgrounded the suspicions of that fanfaron 
knight-errant might be, his behaviour, with regard 
to the Duchess and her family, was so insufferably 
insolent and impertinent, that one could not read 
the f|.ccQunt without a high degree of indignation, 
The reply of the brother was 1 think spirited and 
proper. He and the rest of the family are much 
to ht pitied, that by an amiable, though a niistaken, 
tenderness fur the lady, they were prevented froin 
carrying the same spirit throughout, and from with- 

drawing 



drawing their consent ftom such a connexion. 
Besides it would have heightened the romance for 
the lover to have carried off the Lady €n croupe to 
his own castle. 

But what answer shall I make to that passage of 
your Letter, my dear friend, in which you wish to 
engage my partiality for your amiable friend ! What 
can be said on such a subject but this : let not those 
who are blest with sober and moderate passions, 
or are so happy as not to meet with opportunities 
of indulging theni if they are otherwise, let not 
such too severely censure those who are hurried 
into extravagant improprieties of conduct, by im- 
pulses of which a calm temper of mind can form 
but m imperfect idea. It appears too evidently 
by your Letter that you apprehend the report not 
to be without foundation. There certainly can be 
no other proof to the world of its falshood, than 
her dismissing this ^^ Abelard," who is thought so 
dangerous, however inconvenient it may be to part 
with him. Her own honour and dignity of cha- 
racter are points of much more importance to her 
children than any advantage they could gain by the 
most able tutor *. One would think I was writing 

* A subsequent Letter explains this passage, and proves 
that it relates to the marriage of the Duchess Dowager of 
Leinster* 

her 
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her a Letter of good advice: but as you en- 
trusted me with this extraordinary story, I natu- 
rally mention every thing that arises in my mind 
upon it 

I should have condoled with you on the frustration 
of your f(&te champfitre, but that such a series of 
strange adventures, I think, must have too much 
engaged your thoughts to allow you to reflect on 
the disappointment of your own inventions. ' I 
thought your ballad had been composed by Sir 
Walter Raleigh, though I believe quoted by Shakes- 
peare*. Whoever was the author, probably he 
could never have dreamed tliat his soft Arcadian 
sing-song would ever have been applied to such a 
doughty blustering Orlando. If you have any 
continuation of this eventful history, I hope you 
will communicate it to my curiosity. I shall really 
be very glad if you can inform me that your friend 
has confuted the report, for as your friend, I cannot 
help feeling interested in this point And indeed 
the general principles of humanity must make one 
wish, that a character, M'hosie influence must be of 

* In the Merry Wives of WindsoVy — " Come live >vith roe 
and be my love." But Dr. Percy, in his Ancient Ballads^ and 
after him Pr. Johnson, in his Shakespeare, attributes this 
beautiful soqg to Marlow, and the answer to i|, " the Nymph's 
Reply," to Sir W, Raleigh, 

very 



very wide extent, should not invalidate the force of 
every right example, by any one instance of extra- 
vagant conduct 

This Letter has been begun these ten days, but 
my spirits are sunk, my father continues to suffer 
very much, and the greatest part of every day I 
spend in his room. The longest times of quitting 
him, are at breakfast and at tea in the afternoon, 
when I find great relief and comfort from a kind 
friend, who constantly visits me at those hours. 
She has an excellentunderstanding highly improved, 
a fine imagination, and the rightest principles. She 
sometimes is so good as to read to me, and her 
judgement is so exact, and her taste so elegant,, 
that her observations are quite delightful. She is 
not two and twenty, but a long series of ill health 
has sobered her mind from all the flutter and dissi<* 
pation of youth, and left her only its agr^mens. 
I hope she is at present in a way of recovery, and 
nil her former sufferings will be well repaid, by the 
improvement she has been so happy as to derive 
from them. I beg to be most kindly remembered 
to Mr. Vesey and Mrs. Handcock* — ^Adieu, my 
dear friend, — God bless you. 
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J.ETTER LXXXVII. 

Deal, Nov. S, 1774. 

Your Letter, my dear Mrs. Vesey, found 
nie in a situation very little capable of thanking 
you for it, so soon as I could have wished. You 
have probably by this time heard of the melancholy 
conclusion of the anxieties I had endured for so 
many weeks* I am very sensible how infinitely 
thankful I ought to be to the divine goodness whicli 
extended the life of such a parent so much beyond 
tbe usual date, and I submit with entire resignation 
tp the stroke which has merciiully been so long de* 
layed. But my heart most painfully feels that 
disQi^l v^capcy, thait forlorn solitude, which 
succeeds the removal of the chief and constant 
object of attention* To this I shall in time become 
accustomed, and I trust recover that cheerfuhiess 
of spirits which ought to result from those princi-* 
pies by which it is my earnest desire both to forn[i 
my conduct, and to regulate the internal state of 
my mind. I will not allow myself to enlarge upon 
the subject to which my thoughts and my feelings 
most naturally incline, as I am too weak at present 

to 



to indulge them without too exquisite a sense of 
pain. 

I hope you have received less alarming accounts 
of Lady Primrose, and that you will meet with no 
uncomfortable circumstance to check the pleasure 
either of yourself or of your friends, at your 
meeting in England. I hope to be in town very 
goon after Christmas, and to find you there. Change . 
of air, instead of hurting Mrs, Handcock, will I 
trust do her good. London, I believe, is less 
-damp than Dublin, and consequently much less 
pernicious in rheumatisms and cramps. 

I am glad to find your friend the Duchess of 
Leinster's family have taken so prudent and good 

patured a resolution. As Mr, O is said to 

be a gentleman, and a man of character, there can 
te no impropriety or derogation in receiving him, 
liowever it might be reasonably wished that neither 
]tie nor any other person might have been placed in 
that situation. 

Adieu, my dear Mrs. Vesey, writing is a very 
unpleasant task to me at present, and I have much 
to do. May the most favourable gales bring you 
^11 safely over. You have many friends most im- 
patiently wishing for your arrival, but none more 
'sincerely and affectionately than I do. The very 
thoughts of finding you well, and in Bolton Row, 
is a cordial to my exhausted spirits. 

j.ett:er 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

Deal, June 10, 1775* 

TuouGH my head-aches so I can scarcely 
.hold a pen, I cannot forbear attempting to thauk 
you, my dear friend, for thje extreme pleasure 
which I received from your intelligence last night. 
I can now think of your going to Ireland with great 
tranquillity of spirit; as the securing the house 
^ves me so good an earnest of your return. I 
cannot help rejoicing too that it is the very samq 
house which is associated in my mind with so many 
agreeable ideas. 

The fresh air and cool shades of Gatton have> 
I hope, repaired your spirits, after the heats of 
London.' Here it has been only agreeably and 
moderately warm. Be so good as to make my 
compliments and best wishes to Mr. Vesey, and 
tell him that I now consider him as engaged by all 
the laws of chivalry and gallantry to fulfil his 
promise of returning, not to you, but to me, next 
winter. I do not insist, in these degenerate days, 
that he should set a swimming across St. George's 
Channel for my honour : if he will but hold himself 

in. 
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in readiness to depart the first hour the Irish 
Parliament rises, I will be contented to receive 
him even by the vulgar conveyance of a good tight 
-vessel. 

I have bad one Letter from Mrs. Montagu^ in 
-which I thank God she gives a good account of 
her health, but complains of the want of spiritSy 
which is not at all strange after they had been 
so harassed and exhausted. I hope the air and 
quiet of Sandleford will soon restore them to the 
cheerfulness which is so natural to them. I am 
very uneasy about Miss Cooper. Such anxious 
expectation at such a distance is a dreadful trial of 
health and spirits. You did not name the subject 
of her distress, so that unless she had named it 
herself, I should not have known where to fix it. 
When you next write tell mc some particulars, for 
she says very little and does not tell me which 
brother it is ; this Pogt has brought me no worpe 
news, which seems to give better hopes. 

I Mtx happy that you think Mrs. Handcock is 
recovering very fast> as I am sure she must be in 
a very comfortable way to quiet your apprehen<> 
sioDs ; my affectionate love to her, pray. I hope 
you wUl be wafted over by prosperous breezes, and 
find • Lucan all fragrance and music ; and that by 
thc' time you arrive there, you will have acquired 
health sufficient to enj^oy it. 1 grieve to find your 
9 medicines 



medicines have not had the desired effect, nor 
given you the relief you expected ; more temperate 
Meather perhaps may prove a more efficacious 
remedy. Let me hear firom you before you set 
out, if it be only a linfe, that my thoughts inay 
know where to follow you. Good night. God 
bless you. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

r 

Deal, Juii/ 13, 1775. 

And pray, my dear Mrs. Vcsey, am not 
1 just as mortal as you? And how could you tell 
l>ut / might be dead ! If this was a point worth 
enquiring into, you might easily have satisfied 
yourself, as I am fixed to a spot. But wh^e was 
' I to gain any intelligence of you, and to what 
region of earth, air, or water could I guess where 
to direct a Letter? In your last you was on the 
road to Lucanl Shice. th^n I heard indeed that 
you had taken a house at Tuabridge, (but vtsi.&om 
you), but how many e^cui^sdons you were td^ make 
before you got thith^^ and at what time ybu pro-' 

2 posed 
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posed to an ive, I was totally in the dark ; and if I 
had not been more uneasy about you than yo\k 
silence deserved, I should have felt quite angry iJt 
your letting me remain so long without any account 
<Df ybu, or your chinge of plan, 

YoU talk as if you wished tne at Tunbridge. If 
you do, coBie and fetch me. Travelling is gbdd 
for Mrs. Handcock, and a suspence of drinking 
the waters will be good for you, and your both 
making me a visit "will be good for me. Your 
abode here will not at all interfere with your Car- 
thusian scheme, so far as respects a very exact 
temperance in diet, but that too will be very whole- 
some for you botii. I think you will be pleased 
with tills country, which is very beautiful ; and we 
will go to Dover, and to St. Mdt'garetX and there 
you will have the sublime : and we will enjoy the 
gothic greatness of Canterbury cathedral together 
at your return. If you approve toy proposal, I 
will go to Tunbridge with you, (I do not mean in 
your carriage, for I siippDse you have only a post- 
chaise at Tunbridge), and if you have not room 
for me in your lodgiiigs, I will get one is tiear you 
as possible, till Mrs. Montagu arrives, as my en- 
gagement is to her, if she chuses to be troubled 
tvith me. Do let me hear from you by the return 
of Post, "and let me know if you approve tiiis pto- 
posai; which is as pretty a proposal as ytfu shidl 

meet 
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meet, with in a summer s day ; and if you do, when 
I may expect you, that I may get myself in readi* 
ness to attend you. My head has been so bad for 
the last two days, that I should have deferred writ- 
ing, if I had not been unwilling to lose a Post 
My lovQ to Mrs. Handcock, I hope she will quite 
approve my scheme. 
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LETTER XC. 

. Deal, Jfi/y 21, 1775. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my deaf 
Mrs. Vesey, for the trouble you have taken in so 
kindly searching out a lodging for me, which I 
cannot bear to . think should be k pure perte, and 
therefore I propose to set out next week, either 
Wednesday or Thursday, as you say I may come 
without any warning, and I will not exactly name 
the day, for fear any thing should happen to pre- 
vent me, and so make you uneasy. I can by no 
means think of depriving you apd Mrs. Handcock 
of your airing, by having your post-chaise to meeC 
me on any part of the road, nor shall I want it to 

convey one. to you, unless you have chosen a lodg* 

ing 
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irig for me beyond the compass of a walk, which X 
flatter myself is by no means the case. I never 
want any servant wheii I am out, consequently 
fehall riot encumber myself with a maid, for whom 
I should have no earthly employ but to stand 'and 
make curtsies to me; However, I shall like to have 
ti. parlour, as perhaps you and Mrs. Handcock 
would sometimes drink your tea with me by way of 
variety; I Suppose thfe people of the house would 
boil my tea-kettle for that arid for breakfast, and 
whenever I have not the pleasure of dining with 
you I shall not give them much trouble. 

I hope we ihall soon have the joyful addition of 
Mrs. Montagu to our party. I imagine her stay 
Will not be long if she goes abroad ; and this, S^^ifli 
the temptation of comitig to Tunbridge before' foix 
leave it, makes me set out the sooner, as I would 
willingly stay a proper time for drinking the waters- 
It is mortifying to me that you cannot give m6 th6 
pleasure of seeing you here, and still much the 
more so from the reason you give for my disap-* 
pointment I dhall be happy if I find the second 
trial of the waters more successful to you than tha 
first. 

' I siarefely kiibw what I write, for my head has 
been in k Mrretched Sta'td almost ever since I wrote 
last; ''I do not flatter myself the wateri will do 
that any good; bat I hope they xnay^be of* use to 
TOL. IV, K me 
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me for the rheumatism. If you receive this Letter 
on Sunday, and can write that day, I shall be 
obliged to you for a single line of directions to my 
lodgings, that I may know where to deposit my 
trunk, which w ill indeed b6 a very light one, as I 
find you and Mrs. Handcock live too much in a 
state of nature to make it necessary to me to bring 
any superfluous attire. 

I heartily wish poor Mr. Walker's health may 
benefit by your humane attentions, he is indeed a 
really valuable character. You will be glad to hear 
that Lady Lothip^n is safely confined to her chamber 
by. the birth of a son. Adieu, my dear kiiid 
friend, love to Mrs. Handcock, I rejoice I shall so 
S|Qp^ have ,the happiness of seeing and conversing 
with you. 






. LETTER XCI. 

. . • ' ^ ■ ' ■ * Deal, %f. 27, 1775; 

^ ' ' . ; It is, scarcely worth while, \m, jdear Mrs. 
cVeseyj.; to /di$fwi,tch a Iyptt§|;,acros^ the qoujirtry tp 
ai^si^^jT your question bow Ido^ unles& I^ could giw 
jouQ. mprejfi^|i*fac^Qvy answer thgo thft.I ha,ve ju;»t 
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the same wretched aching head, of which you must 
have been so often tijred at Tunbridge. But you 
desire me to write, and in whatever slate my head 
may be, my heart is always ready fo obey your 
commands. Your not setting out till Tuesday i& 
an argument, I hope, of some degree of reluctance 
at leaving sweet Tunbridge. I shall always recol- 
lect with pleasure and gratitude, the hours which 
you and Mrs. Handcock were so good as, to let me 
pass witli you at the dear farm-house. I do not 
believe that the finest Grecian palace could ever 
have left a picture in my memory painted in such 
strong and lasting colours. You cannot think how 
often I please myself with looking at it. 

It rejoices me that the weather is so much im- 
proved, and so favourable for your expedition. I 
think I have a natural right, as I .first mentioned 
Arundel Castle to you, to expect you will give me 
a full description of it An account of your other 
spectacles I am contented to ewe to your gQnero^ 
sity.. Pray do think how much good you will da 
me, if in aijt ^evening, when you are retired to youc 
inn, you will sit down wbUe , every object is tresh 
in your mind, and write me a history of the events^ 
of the day. You will not however, I am persuaded, 
think of quitting tlie open air, whatever Mrs. 
Handcock may remonstrate against the dew, as 
long aaf you ^an see the declining moon shed its la&t 
^ n > K S fmint 
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faint gleam on the venerable old structures whicli 
you propose to visit How happy should I be- to 
share your poetical and sentimental contemplations: 
You do not fell me whether Mrs. Boone was to be 
of your party, I wish she may, for I believe her 
taste to be worthy of such an entertainment. 

I had a Letter a few days ago from Mrs. Mon- 
tagu, who seemed to be in verjr good spirits and 
very busy. I was obliged to you for the convey- 
ance of Lady Dartrey's Letter, she is at present iii 
Stanhope Street, but is to gQ next week with Lady 
Charlotte Finch and all her f5amily to Lord Win- 
chelsea's at Burley. Little Miss Fielding left Deal 
this morning to be of the party. Her health i^ 
much mended since she came here. I received 
your Letter but last night, so I have been* as expe*^ 
ditious as possible. My affectionate love to Mrs: 
Handcock; if Mrs. Boone is still with you, pray 
my kind remembrance. My kindest wishes of 
health and good spirits, and all possible amuse- 
ment in your journey, you may be SureoC God 
bless you. Take tare of yourself, that 'we may 
have a m6st comfortable meeting next winter. '- 
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LETTER XCIL 

De&l, Oct. ^5, 177S» 

You would sooner have received my 
thanks for your kind Letters, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
and the account which you desired of the travellers, 
if I had not waitied till I could give you some in- 
formation, which probably you' may have already 
received from Mrs, Montagu herself. But you will 
wish to hear the detail. After long expectation 
and inuch regret at the loss of every fine sailing 
day and fair wind, I received a summons from our 
friend, to meet her with Dr- Douglas and Mon- 
tagu * at Dover on Thursday' last. When we ar- 
rived there, I found her servant and a Note, . to in- 
form me that she was taken ill at Canterbury, and 
not able to proceed, for the present at least, on 
her journey, and exprest a wish of consulting Dr. 
Douglas. On this we held a council : in which it 
was determined that he and my nephew should go 
to Canterbury that night, and I return to Deal^ 
and be determined in my future motions by the ac- 
count I should hear the next day. Never did three 

• TBe Editor. 
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poor wayfaring wretches ' set out with more unfa- 
vourable circumstances, in the midst of that storm 
which 1 should have been better qualified to enjoy 
in the old castle which you describe, than when I was 
exposed to it in the open road. In going up Dover- 
hill, there is no describing to you the effect of the 
wind howling amongst the clifts, tlie. roaring and 
agitation of the tempestuous sea, the dashing of 
the rain, and the deepening gloom of approaching 
night I believe I should have felt more terrors 
' about myself, if I had not been so solicitous about 
Dr. Douglas and Montagu, who had a much longer 
time to conflict with the storm. However, I thank 
God, we all arrived very safe at our different des- 
tinations. It was dark by the time I got half way 
home, and I was quite alone. My driver was sober 
and careful, but within a mile of my own house 
the wind and the rain so confounded him, that he 
twice got out of the road towards a high bank. 
"When I arrived at Deal I twice attempted to walk 
to Mrs. Douglas to give her an account of her hus- 
band, but I found it impossible to stand the tem- 
pest. From the account I received of our friend 
the next day, I went to Canterbury on Saturday, 
and found her very languid by a low fever, and 
agitated about the prosecution of her scheme. She 
grew better before I left her, pud I made her pro- 
mise me that she would not harass her spirits by 

balancioj; 



balancing about it, but determine not to form any 
resolution till Monday, when I was to see her 
again. On Monday I found her, thank God, much 
mended, but not in a situation, with any degree of 
prudence, to undertake a voyage by sea, and a 
journey of a thousand miles by land so late in the 
year. At length, by the advice of her doctor, and 
the persuasion of her friends, she was prevailed on 
to give up the scheme till next summer; and I 
hope now her resolution is taken, it will very much 
help to facilitate her recovery, if she keeps to her 
promise of living very quietly the whole winten 
Her illness, I am persuaded, was o(i;casioned by 
the excessive fatigue of business and cotnpany, in 
wich she has been engaged ever since she left Tun- 
bridge. It is a great relief to my mind that she is 
determined not to g© ; for indeed there would have 
been too much reason to apprehend her being sick 
aaiongst strangers iit some detestable dirty inn. 
Dr. Douglas thought she might safely venture to" 
go back to London to-day. She was to reach 
Rochester to-night I brought Montagu back 
with me to Deal on Monday. He bore his dis- 
appointment mtH great good-humour, and so did 
little Matthew*; I believe poor Miss Gre- 

* Matthew Montagu, Esq. of Portman-square, Mrs. Moiv 
tsg\x'% nephew aud heir. 
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gory * will feel \t mtich the most severely, yet her 
good s^nse, I am persuaded, will convince her 
how infinitely worse her situation would have beer^ 
if Mrs« Montagu had been taken ill on the road to. 

Nice. 

I ain extremely obliged to you for yoi^r charming 
description of Sherbourn Castle. Your travels 
through Sussex I have not seen, nor could I much 
e;^pect it. I beg my most affectionate ^ompUmenti^ 
to Mrs. Handcock and our excellent friends at En- 
combe. I directed a Letter to you from Miss 
Cooper to Bolton-row. I have not roonci to $ay. 
iQuch about myself, and it is no great matter, unless 
pay account could be more amu$ing. Adieu, nriy 

dear friend. 

. ' ■ ' • 

. * JTow Mrs. Alison ; daughter to the late, and sister of thq. 
])reseiit Dr. Gregory of Edinborough ; sister also of the Edi- 
tor's dear and much respected friend, the late Rev. Wm. Gra-, 
gory, of Canterbury. 
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LETTER XCIIL 

Deal, Dec, U, 177JU 

Though, considering your long silence^; 
'piy conscience might be perfectly at rest if I did 
not write to you this fortnight, yet you would cer- 
tainily have heard from me sooner if the almost con- 
stant pain of my head did not render writing gene- 
rally a difficult, and sometimes an impracticable ' 
task. For one complaint or other I have been swal- 
lowing medicines ever since I saw you, but with so 
little success, that after having taken all I have left, 
from a principle of good housewifery, that they may 
i)ot be wasted, I think, without some very absolute, 
iiecessity, I will take no more. 

And so Mrs. l:Iandcock has no taste for your new 
invention of a coffee-pot. But she is an intolerable 
common sense woman. As to her strange objec- 
tions that the pot has neither spout nor handle, and 
that the lid will not open, they are certainly quite 
nugatory ; for as it is of a beautiful Etruscan form^ 
it answers every essential purpose of a good coffee- 
pot—except the possibility of making coffee in it, 
which is only a mere circumstance, which any one 
f)f true genius would easily overlook. 

Indeed 
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Indeed I was downright angry, and am scarcely 
in charity with you now, for the account you gave 
ine of your stayinjg with Mrs. Montagu till she w^as 
^uite exhausted* It is treating her as children do 
n ciockwork* toy, wHch they never think has di- 
verted them long enough till they have forced and 
broken all the sprmgs. If you had left her at seven 
o'clock, a quiet evening might have prevented her 
feeling any inconvenience from a social dinner, and 
sfie might . have . afforded her friends many such 
cheerful days; but if she finds she cannot entertain 
them but at the hazard of her life, for their sakes 
as well as her own, I hope and believe her mvita- 
tions will be very much restrained. 

I am sorry to hear that you and Mrs. Handcock 
were not secured from the influenza by the storm. 
I hope by this time you are both perfectly free 
from it, as I had the pleasure of hearing you had it 
very slightly. It has been as general here as in 
town. Indeed it seems to> have seized the whole 
globe. A person just now called on me, who is 
fallen away to a skeleton by the severe and various 
ways in which it has attacked her. 

Have you seen Mrs. Crofton ? She was fairly 
blown out of her cottage by the East wind, which 
attacked it with unmitigated fury, and made her 
pay the tax of a fine open summer prospect of the 
sea. Lady Lothian I believe will leave Walmer' 
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next week. I lately spent a most comfortable day 
with her, and came home by the sea-side, lighted 
by the moon-beams glimmering on the waves. I 
should have enjoyed this fine scenery more fully ia 
a walk, but this her ladyship prevented with so 
much kindness, that I could not refuse being con- 
veyed in her coach. I believe you will allow that 
one must be most desperately obstinate to resist 
Lady Lothian. You will be glad that the two pok)r 
little Fortescues ever since they came to England 
have been under her care. Her exemplary atten- 
tion to the seven little creatures by whom she \sL 
surrounded throws a brighter lustre on her than aU 
the jgems in her coronet. 

I read in the news, that Lucan had suffered by 
the storm of the 14th of October. I heartily wish 
it may not be true, but if it is, I am determined to 
hope that the wind has spared the trees and un- 
roofed tl^ house. Will you be so good as to let 
your servant carry the inclosed Letter to Mrs. 
Talbot? My affectionate love to Mrs. Handcoct 
A thousand thanks for your kindly wishing me ia 
your neighbourhood. Very soon after Christmai 
I hope to be so happy as to be within reach of you% 
£n attendant; adieu. 
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LETTER XCIV, 



Deal, Mayfly 1776. 

Though you will casfly believe mc, my 
ificar Mrs. Vesey, that I have thought on you with 
the most cordial affection every day, the unavoid* 
able hurry on my first coming down, and a very 
bad fit of the head-ache in the mid»t of it, have 
left me very little leisure or capacity for writing. 
But my business has now got into tolerable order,: 
and my head is for the present better, so I will na 
longer delay returnmg you and Mrs. Handcock my 
sincere thanks for all the delightful hours which you 
have allowed me to pass with you both this winter, 
a recollection which I can enjoy with unabated 
pleasure from the hope of its being renewed ne^t 
year. My thoughts now liave a determinate object, 
and can anticipate our meeting in Bolton-row, in- 
stead of pursuing you to unknown regions 3epa- 
rated by the sea. With this prospect in view for 
the winter, I the less regret the not knowing where 
to look for you during the summer, as I find your 
schemes are still undecided. This I should think a 
lamentable circumstance for myself, but it is of 
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very little^ consequence ^ you, wko can alWayg 
wave a Fairy tvand, whiiih never fails to conjure tip 
piteasures and aniuseftients all found you, 'irtto 
Whatever clime oi" -Whativ^r element you feappen'to 
be thtownJ'lt can raise you up transparent palaces 
and coral * groves betieatlv the sea,' ' and convert 
a pigeoni-ifouBef into a drcssiAg-irooto, and a heap of 
brick and mortar mto a walfe of- -roses lipon ^arth; 
You will have no need 6f theA6 expedients, how- 
ever, as long ts Mrs, M6hlagu ooatittues in town, 
but probably as' soon- as ^he is gbne you will grdw 
exceedingly wealry of brick houses ^and k limdky 
air. 

All that I have yet been able to enjoy of the 
country is in my own little garden, where I am 
ptanTtn^erantams and myrtles^liD repair as well a» 
I can the terrible devastations of last winter, which 
destroyed nearly my whole collection. As you are 
acquainted with all possible ^uthdrs, pray be sa 
good as tell me who is the writer of a Letter to a 
young Nobleman setting out on his Travels. I 
found it here on my return, directed to me. If 
you should have an opportunity, I shall be much 
obliged to you if you will return my Ibest thanks to 
the author for his favor to me, and still more for 

■ ■ ' < ■ • t •■ *■ 

the Hdble and' beneficial tendency of his work. 
iHappy would it d6 for this nation if it was received 
^6nth the attention wWich it deserves ! Happy in all 
'" '^ events 

3 



evtnts will it be for the author to have^ eaceited hig 
aliiillties and best endeavours to recommend .to oup 
yotttig. people o£ rank the. only true • standard oS 
aetic^i^ aad to rescue them froni the n^i^i^able non* 
sonse and vile subversion of all principle, which 
are so indujStriQusly circulated by those, who, with- 
out the least real pretensions, dignify themselves 
by the title of philosophers. 

I must beg leave to trouble you with the enclosed 
to Miss Cooper, as I kno.w not well how to direct 
to hen .Adieu, my dear friend ; pray let me hear 
{mm yoi^ soon, very soon, that you have not forgot 
your, &c. 
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LETTER XCV. 



Deal, June 7, 1776* 



It was no doubt out of pure revenge; for 
my remonstrances against your waste of good coffee 
that you put my frugality to the trial abou^ jie 
frank. However, my dear Mrs. Vesey, as I know 
apon i]}e whole it was kindly meant, I shall obey 

your 



* \ 



445 

^our injutvctiOQs of ,writiog bpfore the poor frabk in 
proscribed. » . 

I was much obliged by your Court JnteUigence^ 
which was the first of aoy kind that I have re** 
ceived since I left London^ and I longed, to knolir a 
little how the world was going. Though I am vtry 
little a party in the said world, few f>^ple Ibeliev^ 
are more attentive to it as a spectator, or receive 
more amusement from the shifting scenes. People 
whose interests and pas^ons are < engaged in the 
bustle hav^ very little leisure to attend to the $pec^ 
tacle which affords such an entertainment to. quiet 
uninterrupted observers, who c<)nt|ent tli^iaselyes 
with seeing the drama without any wish (oc the 
plumes and tlie tinsel, and the long tiains of ^ 

actors. ; ; - j' 

In the midst of a bad fit of the head-ache yes tti;- 
day I could not help regretting for you and Mrs. 
Handcock the wind and the rain, which must have 
interrupted part of your pleasure at South Lodge *. 
But then I comforted myself that when the com- 
pany had nothing better to do they would sit round 
a table, and kindly think of and mention their ab- 
sent friend. But after all, perhaps while the ele- 
ments were fighting on this stormy coast, you might 
be enjoying calm skies and a bright sunshine, and 

^ Enfield Cfaace, tben the seat of Miss Sharpe. 

m ' . . r not 



not iificliilg 1 vacant minute to thiilk atkmt vti6 ; atid 
yet perhaps I might have t better chance tif being 
reHaembei*ed in the (|aiet retreat bf hamadryad* 
than in yoixt shining party this evening. 

I hope you are by this time come to some deter* 
ititnation- for- the summeir, and such -a 6i\6 as i^ 
pleasant to y^a and Mrs. Handcock; Wh^ doed 
Mr* Vesey talk of joining you ? Or does he pro- 
pose to abide by his bricks and mortar^ arid leave 
you to your own devices? In this cas^j I should 
think one of thenii might be to vilie Misij Cooper 
and me* 

Montagu is waiting fof liie to say his leissori, attd 
th6 Post will be gone before I have fiiiidhedm^ 
business^ sd t will oiily add my most aflfectiotifale 
love to you and Mrs/ Handcock, and bid yoil 
adieu. ■ ' ♦•.'.■..•,-.' ^ > • 

' * . < 'It . . ■ • i • 1 J • , • , • ... 
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•- LETTER XCVt. 

beal, Jme 2^, 1776'a . 

You may probably, my dear Mre. Vesey, 
have ds early an account as I have from the con- 
tinent ; but as it IS possible you may not, 1 Mrill not 
defer giving you ^e pleaiSure of knowing that our 
friends ai'e, I thank God, safely landed. I have 
this morninot received this intelliirenCe in a few lifaes 
from Montagu, which he wtote just a^ he got oil 
shore. They were only two hours arid ten minuted 
On their passage* The sea ^Is very rough, and 
ihe wind pretty strong, and all of them heartily 
sick, except Mrs. ^ontagu and Mi*. White. Whert 
Montagu wrote they were all going to bed^ ex- 
cessively wet I hope we sliall soon have a better 
account 

I went to Dover, according to Mri. Montagu's 
appointment^ on Friday, but did riot find kef there^ 
so I staid till the next evening. I could have 
amused myself with the romantic views of that 
wild country if I had been able to ramble, but my 
head said no^ and ^pnfined me fo my room almost! 
the whole of S^tur^ayi and rendered every object 

VOL. lYi , L w 
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so unpleasant that I caii scarcely bear f o recollect 
the picture of the Castle, which was full in pros- 
pect of the wincjo^v: ^Xvhexe I,sat, so strong is the 
association of ideas. I had but just a glimpse of 
Mrs. Montagu, for she did not come till eight 
o'clock on Saturday, and I was to return to Deal 
that night She was very well, aftd in very good 
spirits, and I [believe much the better for giving 
herself two days' rest before she sat out. 

I wrote to you the day before I received your 
last, and enclosed the account of Mr. Vesey's arms 
in Canterbury Cathedral *, which I hope arrived 
a^^fely to you. Do pray write to me soon, and let 
me know your plans for the summer. I heartily 
congratulate you on Mr. Comyns's recovery. My 
affectionate l6ve to Mi's. Handcock. Adieu, my 
dear friend. Heaven bless you. 



J 1 



* This Letter is missing. 
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Letter xcvil 

toeai, July 15i 1775. . 

In spite of all impediments and obstruc- 
tions in the way of writings it is impossible for me 
to defer for a single Post my ackiiowledgiiients to 
you fof your very kind present, which ought to bp 
considered as one of the most extraordinary invenr 
tions of the present age. Its various uses give it a 
^itle to be esteemed in the artificial^ what the cocoa* 
tree is in the natural, world ; and you might, if 
you loved money, grow immensely rich by contract- 
ing to supjply our fleets and armies with all the ne- 
cessaries of life, except meat and diink, in the 
cooipass of a lady^s work-bag. But of all its com- 
prehensive excellencies, toothing endears it half so 
touch to me as its being a proof .of your affecticai- 
ate remembrance of a friend who i§ happy in every 
instance of your kindness. As one is, however, 
prdi^ sure of finding some defect in every good, I 
tadly re^tted the. not finding your picture in tb^ 
odd place y^u had chosen for it^- at the bottom of 
the candl^kk'; and I dould only' comfort faiyself 
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^itli the rcfltiction, that I shoiikl always be sure fo 
find it at the bottom of my heart. 

Miss Cooper arrived nt Wahij^r on Saturday 
evening, and dined with me yesterday. She is 
much pleased with her cottage and with this coun- 
try, and with my situation in it She flatters me 
that it would please you as well as her. She has 
given me something like a faint hope that you may 
be tempted to niakc the trial yourself. ' I neecf not 
. tell 3-ou how happy it woulrf make me to see you 
and Mrs. 'Handcock.' Travellincr is OTod for vou 
both, and your hoi'ses are engaged to carry you 
-wherever ydu direct their heads. Do think al>out 
it for 'tis* as i2;ood to travel ' iidto' Kent as to wander 
about^ottier counties. ' ' ' ' ^ ' ' 

Every blessing of peace and security attend you 
in a place once tlie scene of so much tlevastation 
and terrt)r. If you have any gi-eat reverence for 
the memory of our Saxoii Kings, as I have, yoo 
will \vaifider al)out the entirons of Merton * in 
8i6krch of the spot where "Ethelred and Alfred, with. 
Buch' noble thousih^'uiisuccessful valour, defended 

- ♦ Whfr<^ E'thclttrd a:nd i\m^ defcndccT the liberties of ihA 
toniitty', their imNMorthy 'SiMttoisor, tvhd attempted to dsesM^ 
,tiiemy was at )e>ig|tk foQrce^4|o f^rm, them §n4io9fttify «OQie 
of likewise laws of his ^apco^^piydecessors.* Kiogr John slept 
At ^otton Ahliyey Oil the nigh^ Ufbre he signed Magna Charta. 

their 



tlieir cauotry against its brutal Hwatki-s^'.tke-owK'i^ 
ittstance in which I am williHi^-to allow tbat^fiehtine,- 
makes a hero. ' - ' -, 

You have perfectly supprjeaseU all curiosity which . 
I should have felt tor another sh^ of ,We&t My- - 
cocnbc Church if it had continued ia its own stat<', 
by 3^our description of the alteration which it has- 
suffered from the raree-show genius of Lord Le 
Despenscr, The want of taste is an uncomfort-. 
able defect,- but a false taste is a positive evil. The 
one is only a quiet stupid dormouse, but the other 
is a mischievous ;nonkey, whicli is perpetually tear- 
ing things out of tlieir places and sitting them wrong. 
Nothing surely but the very perfection of false 
taste, the union of a blundering imagination and 
an unfeeling heart, could have tempted him to con-, 
vert any part of a building appropriated to the so* 
lemnilies of religion, to the riotous purposes of a 
driaking-rooiu. 

I believe you would have been pleased with an 
entertainment I lately found in one; of my rambles, 
from the view of an old church sinking into vene- 
rable ruins, in a remote part of the country. It 
was so long since I had been there, aftd it stands , 
so much oqt of the usual track of my walks, 
th«t I had some difliculty in finding it. There was 
something very striking in the circumstance by 
which I became sensible of my ^approach to it, 

After 
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After travelling some time over an open down, from 
whence I had a distant view of the rude grandeur 
of Dover Catstle, 1 was led into a narrow lane, and 
as I walked on, th^ shude grew closer, and the 
verdure was darkened by an intermixture of yews. 
From hence, by this solemn introduction, I waa 
soon conveyed to the object of my pursuit \ Here I 
amused myself for some time \a perfect solitude, 
amongst mouldering iairches, ivyed walls, ancj 
thick-strewn graves, in all that composure of pleas- 
ing ipelancholy which scenes like these sq naturally 
inspire, — Instead of this pleasing melancholy, what 
gloomy horrors and insupportable despair woulcj 
darken the thoughts, from a view of the realms pf 
death and ruin, if their devastations were to be 
considered as reducing things to a final stat^ ! ft ia 
only from a connection with future hopes that they 
convey such ideas of tranquillity and peace, as a 
kind of necessary relaxation from the toil ancl 
bustle of general life. But amidst the deep shade 
and awful silence that surround this temporary sus-r 
pension of existence, the mind looks forward to 
that period when all shall revive to happier circum- 
stances of being, and hears a glad voice proclaiming 
to the renovated world that time shall be no more. 



♦ The ruins of West Langdon Church, between Deal and 
Dover. 

I am 
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I am glad to find you so well pleased miii niy 
friend Miss Sharpe ^ vwho will appear to more and 
more advantage when that extreme timidity, which 
the unhappy ooniSiemeni:. of her Education has 
broughtt on her is worn off by a more liberal mode 
of life. Her understanding is penetrating and 
lively, and her heart gentle and affectionate ; but 
the loag waixt of eiicwrageKient to cultivate the 
one^ and o£ proper objects to wercise the feelings 
of the other; has given an habitual indolence and 
'^ej^tion to her ^pirit^ which cannpt be immedi- 
iateiy subdued, but I hc^ is every day gradually 
weark^ oC 

I had a Letter from Dr. Douglas f lately from 
Tuafaridge, where be seems to be as little conver* 
iojnt wiidi the humao creatures, on the walks as with 
the.coits CM2 Urn common. He bitterly regr^ the 
riot meeting you and Mrs. Dunbar there. My 
Jcind love to Mrs. Handcock. Miss Cooper has 
gone4uid begged my frank to you^^ so I write with* 
cot one. Adieu ! 

* This Lady aaserw^rds married tbe Rev. Omimd Beaa« 
voir, I>. D. and after h^s deceasej Djp. Aadrew Douglas, then 
li physician in town. 

t Who was then husband to Mrs. Carter^s youngest sister, 
And Afterwards marriod the widow of Dr« Beauvoir, mentioned 
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J,ETTER XCVm. 

9 

It 13 not usual far people to declare that 
(hey do a self-interested things and yet I will be silly 
enough to own, my dear Mrs. Vesey, that I should 
not have writ to you so soon *but for the sake of 
fivaiiing myself of your awkward frank to enclose ^ 
Letter to Miss Foote. I hope this spiteful con- 
fession may help to evaporate my anger for your 
lon^ stienoe, as well as if I had lengthened it <m in 
a quieter manner through several weeks. Miss 
Cooper is as much seandaliaced at your dc;testable 
pegiect of us as I am, but I will lei^ve her to fight 
her own battles with you. 

We weoe both extremely disappointed and ip 
^reat wr^tb at your rejection of our darling scheme 
c. vValraer Castle. But I suspect it is her fault 
6iie probably represented it to you merely as a 
■ mt dwelling, whwe you might eat your dinner 
I Ik yyur tea and coffee like the fashion of 
.1 ni jiousf. If she had told .^ou tjiat some 
re spectre wfilked its melancholy round 
, i^at along the grass-gfpwn platform, the at- 

tractipq 



« »*« f 



'5•^ 



T5d 



trai!tion would have been irresf^ble to your curio^ 
sity. 1 UtAtik slie mighf possibly have succeeded, 
even if she had been contented to describe the ope- 
rations of elementary beings on this ancient struc* 
ture. She might have toW you how the spirit? of 
the air talk in whistling winds through its battle* 
ments, and how the angel of the waters dashes the 
roaring billows at its foot. Instead of alltrt-ing you 
•by these sublime ideas, I suspect she dwelt cFlIte^ 
on the pleasure you would confer upon a couple of 
mere two-legged human creatures ; upon which you 
turned about and said, "Why, Mrs. Handcock, we 
can meet enough of these upon the pantiles;" and 
so the die turned up for Tunbridge — ^for which we 
are very sorry that your vixen countrywoman did 
not beat you. 

r had a Letter a few days ago from Mrs. Mon-* 
tagu, and, I thank God, 'she and her party are all 
well. She makes me very happy by the manner in 
'which she speaks of tny nephet*'. I hope your ap- 
prehensions for Mrs. Hughes are happily yanislied, 
and that Dr. Douglas has been as* satisfactory to 
you in her case as in Mr. Comyns. I had a Letter 
from Lady Dartrey lately, da(ed Antvierp. She 
desired me to let you know tliat she loved ypu, tbey 
.^ere a^l very well, and greatly amused. ^ 

If you make use of ihfi conveyance <tf my Letter 

to 
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to get acquainted witli Miss Foote * and her sista% 
Kirs. Ross, I may venture ta^iffimi ttuU; you HirSI 
thank aie for the cooumssion. With my love to 
^Irs. Dunbar, be so good as to tell her that the 
beings whom in so many instances she resembles do 
not, that ever I heard, break their promises. 

Never, I think, do I remember, such a long 
course of damp relaxing weather, and I have, at 
course, suffered much from a weak state of nerves* 
All that I can do is to struggle against the evil, 
which I cannot help feeling, and to oblige myself to 
use exercise when the languor and weariness which 
p^petually hangs on me tempts me sp strongly tp 
^it still. But as nothing is mor« fatal to the health 
of either than a habit of yielding to indolence of 
body or mind, one ought quietly tq endure th^ 
pain of opposition, en attendant, that a more fa-* 
Torable dispositbn of the elements will render the 
combat less laborious. I hope you hcdve not suf- 
fered, in the same di^ee by this relaxing tempera* 
m^nt of air, though there is scarcely any health so 
impcQCti^bl^ but it must have been in some way af« 
fe;cted by it • 

• *''•••/■ 

* A highly acpompfishQcl and elegant young woman, daugh- 
terto MrrFoDle,* of Charlton, near Canterbury. She died un* 
married. Mrs^'Ross if a)i viiit Eaown • afterwards in Ldndon 'by 
itte Ku^nv^of d^js .tteriieft. SM idted lately 4t Chf kcDh^m. 

» Misa 
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. Miss Cooper, dihed 4vith me ' to-day. *Poor soi4 
tiie has had many an uncomfortable walk during 
this vile weather; which has sometimes been toQ 
bad for even her courage to encounter* The tota^ 
relaxation of my nerves has occasioned a weakness 
in one of my ancles^ that I have but seldom been 
able to reach as far. as Walmer. My love tQ Mrs^ 
Handcock, and beg she will not ,omit her walks 
which agreed so well with her last year. Adieu I 
your's much more affectionately than your abomvi 
nable long silence deserves^ 



LETTER XCIX. 

Deal, Oa. 7, 1775. 

Yo|r must think me strangely unreason*- 
fible if you could suppose that your sincerity could 
give me any impressions to your disadvantage. On 
the contrary I highly honor it It is not at all' dif- 
ficult, I think, to comprehend the situation of your 
ipind with regard to the subject you mention. The 
heai*t is a very obstinate kind of thing, and very 
little disposed to be reasoned out of its feelings. 
Virtue indte^ miust always force esteemii and obli- 
gations 



gations have an inc&peasable daim to gradtude ;* 
but virtue, >poor imperfect human virtue ! may be 
accompanied by such disagreeable faults, and obli** 
gations blemished by such tei^ing circumstanci^, 
'^tbat though right principles will always* discharge 
tiie debt of reverence to the one, and of every pos- 
sible return to ^e other, the heart will be vexed, 
and disappointed at finding itself neither wanned 
by the spirit of inclination, nor softened by tender- 
-ness of aflection*— But yon suspect tliat certain 
faults have made too strong an impression on you 
for want of a fellow feeling. I am too much in- 
fluenced by this kind of partiality myself: we are 
bodi in the wrong, and we both endeavour to mend. 
Considered in a right view, our fellow feelings for 
all faults ought to be the same. AVhether they are 
our own, or those 'of a very different icind in others, 
they are all deviations from tliat perfect rule of 
conduct, to which we are obligpd by continual im- 
provement, as near as possible, to approach ; and 
they spring from the same erring nature of which 
wer all equally partake. If I am silly enoi^h to 
quit my proper road in pursuit of a flower that 
happens to attract my fancy on the right hand, I 
have ceitainly no cause to quarrel with others, who 
perhaps may gravely chuse to run their noses* into 
a furze^bush by straggling to the left. It makes no 
difference ^t I iiappen.^o be seduced by the pret- 
tier 
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fiei' object, shice we both equally wandier from tb^ 
path in which we are appointed to walk. 

The M'orld in general is very unjust in its dif- 
ferent estimation aad different treatment of humim 
failings. That bewitching charm, which engagea 
us to characters distinffuished by affectionate dis- 
positions, and gentle manners, renders lis ][)artially. 
irtdulgent to their faults, as their ill consequenced 
to' society are usually* more renwte, and less per- 
sonally felt, than those that accompany harsher na- 
tures, against which every body denounces^ open 
war, because every body is liable to be immediatjely 
affected by them. Yet if it be consideredl Jhow 
oilenthe disposition "whic^h is troublesome aiiQ tek^ 
ing to others, scratches and tears the ^poor owaer^ 
it wouW appeiir to be a case more worthy of com- 
passion than we are u^tmlly willing'ta allow. After 
ell, whe*i one reflects Upon* the cotnprehetisiva 
scheme of humaa duty, and*idrt the difficulties by 
JWbiich 'it ii perplexed amicfet' sudi a variety of 
|jtoiptati6fts, every character which> in the general 
i^nduct of Ufi^ evidently appears to be influenced 
fey right {]irmcipies, and a view to the divine appro^ 
Jbalion, Ss utx)n the whole to be considered with re^ 
verence :and' respect; arkl its. infiraiities and de- 
lects to b^ treated ai^ consequences, of that geocr al 
imperfection, which in some iasUincie or other \% 

absolutely 
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'absolutely unavoidable from the. condition of oui^ 
present existen(;e. 

You never mentioned to me any letters of Litdy 
Lucan. . Idhall be mu^b obiiged to you for the 
Bi^tof them. • . 

Pray whenever your imagination repreBcOts to 
you tlmt you have writ me a Jitter, do teach mine 
to be equally ingenious in supposing, I have re-^ 
eeived it. . For want of this n^essary faculty, and 
from the. .unhappy prejudice of judging by matter$ 
of fact, I have been grievously hurt^ at finding my- 
arelf^o entirely ouft of }(our remembrance, as it hap:^ 
pens to be a certain truth that till withpn these. throQ 
days I have not heard a syllable , from you addrest 
to myself iiop: more weieJis .t;han I wish to. recollect^ 
You did indeed write: to- Miss Cooper, ^and expresil 
yourself pleased with, my two friends, whon) I wa$ 
desirous to introduce to your acquaintance, and it 
gave me pleasure Ito. find you were not disappointed 
in the expectations I had given you of thein. But 
to that Letter in ^^ich I mentioned jth^m; to yo^ 
I never received any answer. Mrs. JRq^s and Mis* 
Foote witite me their thanks in very lively express 
sions, for their introduction to. you; apd I .htfd a 
repetition of them last Wednesday^ . when I payed 
them a Visit. Poor Miss Foote is stilMa the same 
melancholy state of healthy which incapacitates heir ' 

for 
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(or every exertion of her -very fine taints. — Pray' 
did you ever attend to Mrs. Ross's langufege; it aji*' 
pears to nie remarkably proper arid degant? 
' While I. made this visit, I left 'Mfss Cooper erf 
depot with a friend on the other side the doutttryvl 
who for many yfears lived Within a short walk of 
Deal, when I used to see her very often, but her re- 
moval beyond the circles of tny* rambles, now givcat 
me but few opportunities of seeirtg lier. She inba^. 
bit$ a«l' old mansion house, which is spacious with-* 
out lOolimg urtcomf6rtable, and Venerable wifhout 
being dull *. The house, I belteve, was formerly 
ffart of a monastery : but modern elegan(iej the great 
foe to ancient greatness, and grandeur, and solemn 
hity, has ahnost entirely banished all remains of iti 
former dppearance, except a few gothic door;^ 
wlifch have hitherto resisted all reformation.- Even 
in the Church which joins the house, the pillars aW 
new cased with wood, and joined bycfrCttlar archei^,* 
to the infinite scandal tof my gothic ehtl^usiasmi 
It has been, I believe, a very considei^ble cathe-^ 
dral building, as it is 'evidently much dimmfsiiedt 
and there is an inscription on one of the tombsfones 
its early as the thirteerftfr century. The garden bei 

* ^ Wingbim Hoiise^ tk^n.l1iift's(aat)f'Mrs.CosnaD, ivho^M'^ 

«ne of {he. daughter ^.^ir^Tli0mft»,D'A'ctli» Bajt^ aud one yf 
Mis. Carer's earliest fri^mls. The. P.oiEin.,y^ high V.^gins " Say 
dear Berttiia," wa« addressed to he^ '^' 

S ' * longing 
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longing to this Iiou^e is flat and enclosed ; but at 
the bpttom of it there is a gloomy avenue covered 
tv'ith grass^ which, leads to a delightful pretty stream, 
tlie banks of ti^hich are finely shaded by beautiful 
limeS) which form a very charming walk, and be* 
tween the trpes one discovers many picturesque, 
objects on the opposite side the river. The day 
luckily proved extremely fine, and Mi^ Cooper en- 
joyed it very much. I got back time enough firom 
my visit to Mrs. Ross to dine with her at Wingham^ 
and we got home very tolerably early, so we made 
the most of our twelve hours. 

Mrs. Montagu did not leave Paris on the fifth, 
but she writes me word that she is to set out on the 
seventh. I rejoice her journey is by land, and not 
by water, fpr it blo>^s and rains, k toute outrance. 
you kindly enquire after my nephew Montagu, ► to 
my great happiness Mrs. jMontagu mentions, him ia 
ail her Letters with the highest marks of commen- 
dation and approbation. I thank trod I never had 
, the least reason to doubt that he would give her 
finy cause to repent of the . kindness she has been so 
good as to ^hew, or of the affection she kindly ex- 
presses for him. I propose to go to Dover on 
Friday in hopes to catch a gliioopse of our' friend, 
and bring home ;fny nephetr, who I hope will re* 
m^in with me at Deal till I cgpie to town. All his 
family ar^ at present witl^ my brother, and the 

1 Dr. 
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pf. and Mrs. Douglas, so we make a strong party, 
tvhich j^ometimes does my heart more good than 
iny head. They are all to dine with me to-morrow, 
and Miss Cooper, you will easily imagine, is not to 
be left out of the set 

Miss Sharpe is returned to us in charming healtfi^ 
and without the least regret at leaving Paris. She 
has more company with her at present than my 
table will hold ; but she is to join us in the after^ 
noon, and it would do your heart good to see what 
a <^roud we shall ndake in my little room* — Oh that 
you and Mrs. Handcock could be transported into 
<he midstof it My love to Mrs. HandCock, Miss 
(!]!ooper would send her's to you both if she was 
here, but this tempest confines her to her cottage^ 
6r she was to have been witli Miss Shairpe this after- 
iioon. I walked fo her this morning before the 
weather changed. Very comfortably for us, hov^- 
ever, she is not often restrained by the weather, as 
Miss Sharpe*s coach conveys her through it^ but it 
had been to-day to Margate. 

I declared in my fury at your long silence that 
t would not write to you in three months ; and so 
I have writ to you in three days, not only a Letter 
but a volume, for which I deem myself very silly, 
but it being by no means the first instance, I can- 
£iot say I feel much surprized at it I heartily rie« 
joiqe CO hear you are able t9 walk and feel th6 

tot. IV* ■ M ^ pleasure 






pleasure of |ndep.endance, as well as the free enjoy-^ 
ment of the charmincr. vir- of Tunbridge. God 
bless you !, Good night , 
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LETTER C. 

• • • 

Deal, Oct, 13, 1776- 

In proof of my entire compliance with, 
the wishes of your heart, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I 
carried pen and ,paper in my pocket yesterday ta 

« 

Dover, that if our friends should be arrived I might 
have the pleasure of giving y9u the most inamediate 
information : but the wind was against us and \ re- 
turned back to Deal in the evening, I have sent 
to get some information this morning, and find th^ 
vessel is expected to arrive about five, so I propose 
to ^et out again in hopes of getting a glimpse, of 
our friend, and pf bringing back my boy. The 
weather is so very plaqid that, I thank God, there 
does not appear th.e least reason for any particular 
alarm, and I hope I shall close my Letter,, w^th the 
account of tiieir being all safe and w^ll on the 
Kentish shorej and may tlie; ^U ' ^ back. Eng- 

. . lish 
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iish hearts, and Ehglfsh manhers,' iii'wfaicft Wish I 
trust you are not too i> U bred to join me :* though 
lo be sure the French envelope is rdther a discou- 
raging symptom, since in every, other circumstance 
but that it is French, it is as completely disagree- 
able, awkward, ahd irlconvenieht, ds it is possible 
for mortal eriveldpe to be. ' 

Pray do not pay any civility, or give the least 
encouragement to a:ny head-adhe that visits you as 
my acqii^ntance ; but shakfe it off au plustdt as ail 
impostor. For niy head-ache can always prove art 
alibi wherievdr it is' accused of being absent fru; 
me, so touch as any one hour together, in any one 
day* 

Though ybu afe too miich iah American to re- 
joice in the coii()iiest of Long Island, you are how- 
ever too hiiich a friend to humanity, liot to feel 
thankful, that it has been carried with so little loss 
on th^ side of our troops. I heartily wish it could 
have been accomplished with aS little oh the sidef 
of the poor misled provincials. God grant this 
check may Incline them to listen to proposals of 
peace; It grieves me to se6 a Lieutenant Morgan 
Amongst the V^ounded ; I feat it is the nephew of 
Our friendii. Be so good as to let me know w^hen 
you write, fod whether he is likely to recoVer; I 
"Will study vour heraldry, Or get somebody li^ho 

>i S knows^ 
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Jcnows m(M:e of" tlie matter to study it, befofe t 
come to town. 

Tiiough I cannot claim <even an acquaintance 
with Mr. S. Jenyns 1 must defend him, tlioa^ I 
would much rather he would have prevented niy 
attack by such an explication as would have rend- 
ered it less possible to mistake his meaning* Yet 
even a^ it now stands, he seems to have sjuificiently 
discovered that he cashiers xio other valour, than 
that w hich from false and wicked ideas of bonof 
and glory stabs individuals, and desolates whole na^ 
tious : no other friendship but such an exclusive . af^ 
fection as subverts general benevol^^nce : and no 
other patriotism but such as serves for a mask to^ 
ambition, and from the influence of private passion^ 
tends to throw the state into discord and cofrfusioo. 
Mr. Jenyns in the consideration of ilot loading, ftt© 
attention of those whom he chiefly ipeant to benefit 
by his book, has too often exprest himself with a 
conciseness which rendeii^s his meaning obscure. 

I wrote to you about a week ago*. I shail not 
seal this Letter till I co«ie froafir Dovet, in my way 
I shall call to know if Miss Cooper has any pai:^ 
ticular message to send you. Miss Sharpe and 
Mrs. Pennington are going to he^- this morning, $}^e 
is in no danger of finding her cottage tpo soJ2tary^ 
90 I hope she will not be in a hurry, to quit it. . 

& Betumedi 
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Returned from Dover disappointed of the plea- 
ftiire I had hoped for. Only think of my stand- 
ing on the beach watching three vessels just land- 
ing their passengers, and being at last informed by 
the Captain of the third, that Mrs. Montagu was 
not at Calais, nor proposed to be there till after 
(he twentieth. He said, he belieypd, she was pre- 
vented by the want of horses. I returned heavily 
back again, and at my arrival at home found a 
Letter from you, which has helped to comfort me. 
Your description of Bay Hall *, retouched the pic- 
ture of it in my mempry, and gave it new spirit and 
fresh colouring. The history pjpce was entirely 
new to me, for I saw neither the venerable old 
Lady, nor her rosy companion, whom you bftve so 
excellently well drawn. 

All your friends here^ which are at present a 
party almost Idg enough to fill your blue room, 
mention you very frequently, con amore, and desire 
tQ be remembered kindly to you and Mrs. Hand- 
cock. My two sisters and their families talk of 
leaving us soon, but I have better hopes of Miss 
Cooper and Miss Sharpe. You must not send us 

• An s^i^cicni mansion nejir Tunbridge, once the original 
seat of the great family of Colcpeper^ and sinfe of th«r Am- 
hersts. It now belongs to ]Mr. Streatfield, of Chidingstone, 
and bping no longer inhabited by the owner is tending fast to 
ilccay. 

uny 
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Any more of Sir William Mayne'$ covers, foi«: he 
cannot frank for Lord Newhavcn, but is to all in- . 
tents and purposes a nonentity. Adieu, niy dear 
friejrid, you c^innot think how well I love you, and 
how grateful I feel to you, for the kindness of sendr 
iQg nie a second Letter befor? ypn Ijnew the first 
was answered. 
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LETTER CI. 



(i 



Deal, Oct 16, 1776. 



To my happiness, my dear Mrs. Vesey^ 
I can at last give you the pleasure of knowing that 
our friend and all her party arrived, I thank God, 
•very safely last night on the English shore. I set 
out for Dover this morning with the sun, and was 
not again disappointed. She talked about writing 
to you, but as she was to call on her brothers*, and 
would be good part of the day in motion, I under- 
took to give you the news of her arrival. She 



* The Rev. William Robinson at Denton Court ; ai)cl Charles 
Jtobinson, Esq. at Canterbury, Recorder of that City, which 
lie also rcjprcsented in three Parliaments, 

seems 
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^eerns well and in spirits, I l)reakfasted Witli her at 
a friend's at Dover. Vft parted before one, and I 
Jiave brought' back my dear Montagu, who I hope 
will remain with me till I go to town, Mr. Mon- 
tagu talks of ^Toing to Sandleford if the fine wea- 
ther holds. I find no joy of the heart can cure an 
aching head. This is die third day I have had 
pi*etty severe pain. So I ^an only add ray affec- 
tionate love. Adiew, 
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LETTEU CII. 

Deal, Dec, 9, 1776. 

Indeed, my dear Mrs. Vesey, * it did 
tseeiD; quite an age since I had received anyinti- 
rnation of my being in your thoughts. I am 
heartily sorry that it is the pain you receive from 
writing which kept you so long silent. I look for- 
ward wdth great pleasure to the time Mhen all we 
have to comftiunicate to each other may be com- 
prized in a twisted Note. • 

I am obliged to you for the concern you express 
for me on the subject of our late shock. Perhaps 

you 
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yfqn may have felt an mithquake : if not, I am noli 
i|icliiiied tq is^isfa for one a wire intenti(my but a$. 
it pfissjB4 happily over, I have often wisjiecjl youi 
h^d b^en with MoptagH &nd me on Ttiursday mori^ 
ipg. I have felt one before; but it xnras noting 
cpinp^re(| tq this. Nev^r did I experience so sub- 
lime an effect of the yo^ce and of the hand of Qm 
nipqtence* Jhis fiYffi^l exertion wa^ i3(i?rcifi|U3r , 
checked within the boundary (hat marti$ ^^strue* 
tion : but I sboi^ld think its continuance for a few 
more seconds would have produced ^eital efiecta, 
It seemed as if the pillars of hfcaxen, and tlie foun- 
dations of the earth were convulsed. The wild tu*. 
mult and hurry of the elements were as much 
beyond all descr^ptipn, as the cc^fusion of my 
thoughts, for I had no explicit idea till I was 
awaked to ^ more distinct sense by Montagu a 
hastily uttering ^^ an earthquake.^ As this house is. 
vqry n)\i^h expqs^d, t^d we were up stairs sitting 
perffift^y ^till, as hi^ va$ rtadijig to me ; I suppose 
w^ ^It it in )ts {^11 forc9« Goc| be thanked no mis-i 
chi^f wfts, dope either in tins tov^n or any of the 
Olivers along thJH^ coiist The direction seems to 
h^v^ ^n North md South, and I ]|ieliew it was 
very faintly ^l\ 19 th§ J-ondon road, My. brother's 
servant, however, perceived it nei^r Canterlmry, and 
hiy hprses s.norte4 %i^ tremb^d, va^ h^ could 
^ci^?ely get ^hem p% 

I.ik© 



Like you I am just now disposed to struggle with 
the ^^ chain of causes and effects" which is going to 
drag tne for two or three days fronli h<Hne : fmd I 
^1 great reluotance even for diat short tine to 
quit my own tranquil house* But after all I hei 
lieve it is much better both for you and me that 
such a chain tliere is, to prevent an unbounded 
indulgence of our own inclinations ; which might 
too probably lead ns into such dispositions as would 
indeed leave us at full liberty to sit down quiet 
ence for all, and no mortal would wish to intenrupt 
our repose* But I believe we should not either of 
us be much at our ease in such an absolute vaca- 
tion of heart ; so we must even take things as* they 
liappen, and submit to that constitutional languor 
and ennui, which will sometimes make one feel- 
weary of the exertions necessary to any commerce 
with the work), for the sake of those advantages of 
society without which we could not be happy. I 
hope the gaiety and spirit of youth are not abso- 
lutely necessary and requisite to enable one to 
please, or to be pleased, unless one was ta con-^ 
verse only with the young and with the gay. The 
tranquillity of contentment, and the warmth of so- 
cial affection will at every age produce the power 
of pleasing and of being pleased. 

Miss Sharpe and I carried your Letter to Miss 

Cooper this morqiqg; she has ))een very well the 

V last 
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last two days, but her health ia general, poor sdul, 
has been very uncomfortahle for the whole summer. 
I heartily wish the climate had agreed a^ well with 
her as Miss Sharpe^ who is grown so ha^-dy as to 
lace all our storms and blustering weather, which 
for the last te» days have been pretty outrageous^ 
except on the morning of the earthquake, which 
rose in a dismal gloomy, calm. 

You ask me what 1 tliooght of our dear Mrs. 
Montagu's looks at Dover. She appeared to me 
pale and thin, but not yellow and sickly ; I fear we 
must not expect to see her fresh and plump while 
she meets with so many wicked seduc^icHki in the 
society of the great world, . ' . 

Miss Cooper says she will answer your Letter 
very soon. My love to Mrs. Handcock ; I am ob- 
Kged to you for your account of Princess Daschow. 
It might have been a happy symptdm for her if she 
had felt a sympathy with you some years ago. I 
hope to have an opportunity of making your 
speeches to Mrs. Pennington in an hour or two, as 
I expeet her here this afternoon for a few days. 
Adieu. 
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J.PTTEU CIIL 

I 

Tumtal, 3% 26, 1777. 

Am Qot I in the Tight, my dearest Mix 
Ve^ey, in supposing you would be glad to hear 
from me as soon as I could find a minute's thne? 
In this confidence I will not defer assuring you of 
piy ]][ii)dest remembrance till I am got to the end 
of ipy jourqey, when I shall probably find more 
^vocations (ban I have at present 

How strongly do I fi^l the obligations I ow^ 

you, wlien I recollect the many happy hours of un* 

reserved friendship that X have passed with you and 

Mrs. Hai^dcock for th^ last delightful winters. And 

yet^ strange as it may appear^ I n^ver parted with 

you with sq littje regret. As it is very certain that 

I never loved you better tk^n I do at present^ tins 

tranquillity would b^ absolutely unaccountable, if 

J did not feel ^n. inexplicable kind of presentiment 

that we shall soon meet again; and I am determined 

to indulge it, though I should perhaps be at a los^ 

to define upon what idea this hope is founded. To 

jact merely from feeling is always dangerous, and 

pften wrong : but to encourage a piecing expecta* 

tion. 
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tion, even if it should be disappointed, renders the 
event no worse when it does happen, and precludes; 
all the intermediate pain* 

AH this family are much your*3. Mrs. Penning- 
ton conveyed me from Dartford to this place on 
Saturday, and nay nephews are to escort me tq 
Canterbury to-morrow, and from thence my bro- 
ther is to convey me tQ Deal in the evening, 
There is something very pleasant in b^ng thus 
successively taken up by my own family, and I 
fael it w4th great joy and thankfulness. I well r^-» 
member in our early infancy the difficulties which 
the best of parents struggled through, and the self- 
denials he practised in providing for our support 
^nd education. By the blessing of heaven on his 
cares„ he lived to see all bis children prosperous io^ 
their own situation, and in their several ways coi^- 
tributing to the happiness of ^ch other. I will 
not apologize to you for these reflexions. A gpod 
mind will feel them to be very n?ttural, and a friend 
like you will rejoice in them. 

Pray send me sorpe franks for yourself. I hope 
you will soon give n^ an account of your present 
situation, and, as far i^s you can guess, of your fu- 
ture plans. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CiV. 

4 

Deal, June 7, IJTf* 

It is quite unoomfortable to me, my dear 
firiendj to find you are still detained in Londooi 
which, in its present solitude, must appear like a 
sepulchre haunted by the ghosts of all your departed 
friends. The misfortune too is, that amidflit the 
avocations of disagreeable mere mortal business of 
preparing for a Journey^ they can only just glide by 
you, and give you no idea but of their lods. When 
you are quietly reposing in the shades of Lueai^ 
your imagination will be at full leisure to stop the 
fleeting phantoms, and converse mtii them at your 
ease. 

You say that Mn Vesey still talks of returning 
again after Christmas. If. he should continue iii 
this determination, I hope you will, not put any 
discouragement on this near hope, for the sake of 
a more distant prospect. Consider, my dear Mi^. 
Vesey, that at your age and mine, the more iniv 
mediate good is the most valuable; and we <ian 
reasonably place but little dependance on any re« 
mote hopes, except those which extend beyond 

the 



&e circuit of the sun. I take it for granted thai 
by after Christmas Mr. Vesey means immediately 
after: for your friends would think themselves 
grievously defrauded if you did not visit them till 
spring. No : I must hope that ^i^e shall enjoy th# 
deKghtful social hours of winter together^ not like 
the soi-disant philosophers whom yoa mention, 
puzzling plain truth by the vanity of perplexed 
systems ; but conversing with the simplicity of ari 
honest heart, regulated by right principles, and 
enlivened by the playfulness of an innofient ima* 
gmation . 

I am flattered to find that I agree with Mf. 
Burke. — Yes^ ask your own heart, atid it will tell 
you what is the rule of life that best directs it tc^ 
grow wise and good, and happy. Be thankful for 
this gracious guidance, and never listen to the half 
learning, the perverted understanding, and p^t 
ridicule of French philosophers, and beaux esprits^ 
who would persuade you it is best to wander over 
a wide stormy ocean without a pilot, and without 
a leadii^ star. Indeed I hope that the first oppor- 
tunity will bring you acquainted with Mr. Smelt 
He is an honour to human nature, and possesses 

• ♦ How delightful a picture • W^ the true " feast of reasoH 
aod the flow of squI," fij; for th? society of angels in*- a- better 
ftatCj^ and yet such as the good may cpjoy m thi« !- 

fcoflt 
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both the severest and gentlest virtues to a verj 
uncommon degree- Pray have you read a poem 
called Sympathy * ? If not, pray do, and get the 
last edition. 

Be so good vv^hen you write, to mention how 
Miss Cooper does, and if Tunbridge agrees with 
her. My love to dear Mrs. Handcock, and tell 
her how gratefully I feel her kindness. I am glad 
you have both been to iefe my child f , and that 
she has been ivith you. I am 3ure the more you 
flee of her the better you will like her. Adieu, my 
dear friend, I hope by this time you have got rid 
of the pain in your head, without any assistance 
from " the mysterious wigs." Write to me soon, 
very soon, and be sure to preserve to me the same 
place in your heart. 



* By Mr. Pratt, author of " Gleaning?," and many other 
works, both in yerse and prose. 

t J\(is9 iShar|>e, viho wished tQ ba considered by htr in that 

light. 
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LETTER CV. 

* t 

Deal, Jmc 27, 177^ 

It griev€5 me my dearest Mrs. Vesey/ 
to find that your spirits are so low, and your situa-^ 
tioti so uncomfortable. I hope however that the( 
gloom Which at present hangs over your prospects 
will in a good degree be dispelled, when the dis*^ 
agreeable htuty and £Gitigue of preparation for your 
journey is over. You tisk what you shall do in the 
perplexing affair of * # # # m 

-—All this may be perhaps a mere dream, but ilj is 
a sober waking truth, that it is infinitely important fbi* 
you to try the possibility, both on his account and your 
own, as whatever be the event, with which we ard 
not concerned, such a trial would afford the most 
delightful reflection to your own mind. And sup^ 
pose the worst, that it does not succeed to your 
wish ; in a world liable to such hourly vicissitudes, 
the best actbns must meet with frequent disap' 
pointments, in their immediate effects ; but happily 

their 
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their principle is secured beyond the reach of 
human events, and their consequeuces. are eter- 
nal. 

Why will you not allow me to indulge the de- 
lightful hope of your return to England next winter, 
wheo Mr. Vesey seems to continue so fixed in his 
design } At least I hope you will say nothing to 
oppose it. You say it cannot be : but without as- 
sigiiirig any reason, which makes me hope that 
your despondency is an eiFect of the present dis- 
order of your spirits. 

I can easily imagine 'what you must have felt 
the day you was at Richmond. But comfort your- 
self in the hope that your friend enjoys a fairer 
Paradise then any which her imaginati9n, even 
assisted by your s, could enable her to form, in a 
climate where winter rifles every ti'ee, and withers 
every flower, and where even the fairest summers 
are exposed to sudden blasts. 

In spite of your dreams I have not, I thank 
God, been in any distress. I shall be happy to 
hear that the distress of your own spirits is re- 
moved, which raised the unpleasant phantoms. 
The solitary life I have led since I came here will 
soon grow more social, as I expect a friend from 
town to pass some time with me, to-morrow : and 
on Tuesday I hope Miss Shaqpe will convey her- 

voL. IV. N self 
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self and Montagu to me, I have been very fortu- 
nate in getting a bouse for her, nearer to my own 
than your's is in Clarges-street 

My kind love to Mrs. Handcock. I cannot help" 
feeling as if she would rather wish, after having 
well crammed the peacocks and sparrows at Lucan 
during the whole summer, to return to her friends 
in England, and regale them with coflFee and 
plumb cakes in the winter. Indeed, indeed, my 
heart will most anxiously long for you both. ^ 
have the happiness to find by every Letter from 
Mrs. Montagu, that she continues quite well. 
Adieu my dear friend, do pray write to me as 
often as you can, and always give me an account 
of your situation, which I think you must believe 
to be the most interesting subject you can write on> 
to, &c. 
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LETTER CVL 

Deal, July 24, 1777. 

ft! 

Though I am but this moment risen 
from my pillow, and fit for nothing but to return 
to it again, I cannot be quiet, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
Avith the thoughts of your leaving England without 
receiving my wisaes of a pleasant and prosperous 
.journey and voyage. With what different feelings 
should I form these wishes if you were setting out 
from Ireland! But I will' not give up the hop^s 
gf your return next winter : though alas you give 
me but very little reason to cherish it.. 

Miss Sharpens well, and desii;es her love to you 
and Mrs. Handcock. If you <;:annot find room for 
the parrot, it may be sent to Bloomsbury-square, 
with a direction to the servant who is there, to 
«end it to South Lodga. I hope your anxiety 
about Mrs. Handcock is merely the effects of your 
low spirits:, as I have often seen you express the 
same solicitude last winter, when she appeared to 
to me, upon the whole, in better health than for 
?nany preceding ones. 

I was very glad to see by the pape;rs that the 
Irish Sea3 are to be so well guarded. JBe* so good 

isr 2 as 
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ts to remember me kindly to Mr. Vcsey, who I 
hope wiU keep firm to his purpose for next winter. 
AdieUf my dear friend. God defend you from all 
dangers, and restore j^ou to us safely again at the 
promised time. I know you will give me as early 
information as you can of your being safe landed. 
My head is so bad I can add no more, than Heaven 
preserve you. 



LETTER CVIL 

Deal, Aug, 30, 1777. 

Alas, my dear friend, how different is 
the feeling with which I now take up my pen, from 
that of the last delightful years ! I could then 
address you at the distance of a few turnpike miles, 
and even that distance was lessened by the gay 
hope of being soon situated within a few doors of 
each other! Now ^^ mountains rise, and oceans 
roU between'" u8« Had I any determinate expecta- 
tion of your return on which to fix my mind, all 
these intermediate objects would vanish into air. 

But 



181 

But at present they stand full in my way, arid tx^ 
imagination painfully stretches itself to discern you 
at an immense lontananza : and all the pleasures 
Avhich I so lately enjoyed in a nearer view, fade 
away into thin ineffectual wishes. Yet the hours 
which we spent together are not cancelled^ or 
shuffled away amongst the rubbish of mere common 
every day life. Surely the pleasure of disinterested 
affection, and its noblest effect, the wish and en* 
deavour of mutual improvement, are too congenial 
with the. soul to be obliterated, like the idle amus^* 
ments to which it has no natural relation. 

Indeed I believe that very much of the solicitude 
wh!ch we feel for those we love, might be avoided 
if we would divest ourseh^es of the idle prejudice 
that the ideas of others are to be determin<^d by 
the same standard as our own. After all, except* 
ing the sine quA non of a good conscience, and ai) 
exemption from the real calamities of life, that 
strange odd thing which in a world like this we call 
happiness, entirely depends upon the temper and 
the imagination of every individual : and as " the 
heart knows its own bitterness," so, " a stranger 
does not intermeddle with its joys." Upon this 
principle I comfort myself that the way of life, 
\yhich would harass and perplex my aching head, 
and indolent disposition, witii perpetual agitation 
ftud cares, serves only to keep $ome of my friends 

in 



182 

in good humour and good spints. These reflec- 
tions flowed fi*ora my pen, as I was thinking qf the 
marriage of one of my friends in this place, and 
as such you have them, in some respects they may 
serve for you and me ; every situation has its duties, 
its charms, its sorrows, and disquietudes, and tlie 
well regulated mind will bend in humble gratitude 
for the blessings ; and receive the crosses as a due 
s chastisement of the impatience we are too apt to 
shew, . when the world docs not go exactly as \vc 
like. 

I read the account of your accident a few days 
ago in the papers : and though there was at the 
same time an assurance that no mischief, God bQ 
thanked, followed from it, I was heartily glad to 
receive a confirmation of it from yourself. I am 
very glad Mrs. Handcock bore her journey so well, 
mv love to her, and my i:^rateful thanks for all her 
kindnesses. I lon{T at this minute to ask her a 
question, but it cannot be wafted across St. George's 
channel ; do not weary yourself with conjecturing 
what it may be, for it is not concerning you, but 
something entirely between her and me. 

Miss Sharpe will feel much gratified by your kind 
remembrance of her, she is somewhere on the road 
between Exeter and Bristol. She wrote me a 
charming description of Stourhead. I beg my 
kind compliments to Mr. Vescy ; they will be still 

kinder 
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kinder if you can give me any encouragement to 
l^ope that he continues his resolution of your re- 
tui'ning to us soon after Christmas : but, alas, it is 
impossible you could be persuaded of this without 
giving me the happiness of naming it. Adieu, my 
dear friend. God bless and preserve you. Will 
you write to me soon ? 



■•■ 



LETTER CVIH, 

Deal, Oct, 2, 1777. 

Br this time, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I 
hope you have recovered the ill effects of your im- 
prudence, and are enjoying the reward of it, by 
the contemplation of some beautifbl picture which 
it has left in your memory : for I will not believe 
you would run such a hazard for any common ob- 
ject. If tlie sun danced on the Liffy, and gilded 
the groves of Lucan in some new and singular 
manner, I can conceive your temptation .and pity 
your frailty, while I applaud Mrs. Handcock's 
virtue. You would have been worthy to. share the 
pleasure which Miss Sharpe and I felt the other 
(day in one of our airings. A long shady lane. 
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which led we knew not whither, conveyed us at thf; 
end of it to a little country church, witli a spir^ 
steeple, and a set of cottages intermixed with trees, 
which formed quite a poetical landscape : and was 
th? more pleasing from the surprize, and frooi 
the contrast to an opeu unpeopled country through 
which we had passed just befqre. We wander 
a great deal over this charming country, which 
she ^nds delightful. At some times we sit on 
the shore, or in my airy little room, where we 
watch all the colouring of the clouds, and tlie eftfect 
of their reflection on the sea, which form a variety 
both of the sublime and beautiful, which, except 
to those who live within the constant view of it, 
must be absolutely inconceivable. When the dark 
months of the closing year shut up our theatre, I 
hope we shall enjoy the society of our assembled 
friends in London. I need not say how much and 
how truly my heart grieves that my friends in Bol ton- 
row will not be of the number. I could not help 
feeling the blow, by which you defeated all my 
hopes on that head, though you had before taught 
me to expect it. But I am persuaded your reasons 
are unanswerable ; and ardently as I wish for your 
society, I could not enjoy it, at the expence of 
your acting in any way inconsistent with your du- 
ties. So I will console myself for the loss of your 
conversation, by the reflection that you are acting 
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as you ought : a reflection that will be felt beyond 
the period of present enjoyments. May you and 
Mrs. Ilandcok enjoy your solitary winter at Lucan, 
in tranquillity and cheerfulness ! Indeed I should 
think it woylc) prov€ greatly preferable to the hurry 
of mixed company, in which the heart can take so 
iittle share ; for surely of all the teizing exercises 
to the spirit, there are few so wearying as that of 
niQve mechanical uninteresting talking; unless in- 
deed you consider it in the same lifjht as a friend of 
mine did, who 3aid, " she looked npon it as a 
wholesome kind of mortification, and opposition to 
the bent of her own mind." It is very lit that in 
the commerce of the world there s^iould happen 
some occasions of exercising the benevolence which 
18 due to good kind of people, whose general merit 
may entitle thepi tp great regards, though their 
train de vie, and their amusements, are ever sq 
disagrejBable to one's own particular taste. 

I am enchanted with the situation of your dres- 
sing room, and your moral application of the objects 
with which it is furnished, will render it a better 
school of virtue, than the hermit's hour-glas3 and 
bones, over which he sits dreaming over the end of 
life, while you are endeavouring to discipline th© 
passions, and conquer the temptations of the in- 
termediate passage ; which is the proper exercise of 
ft social and accountable being. I believe that 

there 
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tijcrc is not the least reason to suspect tiiat a later 
sudden and very disastrous accident was any thing 
besides an accideqt. At least I have never heard 
any such suspicion : and all the accounts of it are 
!^o consistent, and the circumstances so unvaried, 
ns give not the shadow of reason to suppose it vo- 
luntary. 

Every body seems very impatient for important 
news from America ; for my own part, I have so 
littl<? hope of any good to tlie public by such a 
quarrel, that I chieily wish intelligence for the sake 
<^qf the poor people who are anxious for their friends^ 
Oh that they were 'all sUfe in England'! I felt for 
the Miss Clerkes *, wlien I read Jn the papers, that 
Getieral Burgoyne was going to storm a place. It 
is terrible to hz kept in suspence about the event, 
till another express can a*os5 the Atlantic. But 
perhaps they arc like ]\Irs. Fielding, wise enough 
t^ever to look intq a newspaper. Aliss Gierke set$ 
out on Tuesday with ^liss Sharpe for a tour of 
some weeks : I wish I could shew vou two beau- 
tiful drawings she t^ok for me on the spot, of Ivy- 
bridge and Glastonbury Abbey. I I>ave nothing 
now to tell you of myself, my head goes on as 

♦ Sisters to Sir Francis Gierke, Bart, an officer in Gen. Bur- 
goyno's army. He diod of bis wounds after thcj unfortunat^r 
aSkir of Siiratoga. • 

iisual : 
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usual ! and i am thankful to have no worse evil, 

amidst' iRe Various ills that " "flesh is hejr to,^' 
Adjeti, my dear friend. God bless and preserve 
you; ' • " ' 



LETTER CIX. 

Deal, Oc^ 30, 17 77* 

Indeed, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I am not 
in such good society as you suppose me. I have 
lost my sister Pennington and family, and Dr. and 
Mrs. Douglas have just left my brothers ; so that 
at present my family is reduced to myself and one 
solitary damsel, the other being gone into Hamp- 
shire to visit her friends. On Saturday I hope to 
be a little more sociable, as my nephew Montagu, 
who spends most part of his time with me, is tQ 
return, after having been entered at Trinity Col- 
lege, Oxford. He will be a young student,* for ht 
is not yet 15 ; but his brothers went to the Univer- 
sity as early, and, I thank God, with great credit 
to their friends and themselves. I think there are 
great adyantages in their going so young. 

Sucl^ 
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Such a day and night as the last will sweep away 
much of the autumnal beauty of the country, W^ 
had here a violent tempest of wind and rain all last 
night, and it continues blowing very bard still, so 
that even I cannot put my nose out of doors. 
Perhaps though I should venture (even at the risque 
of having my cap and bonnet blown to the Good- 
wins, notwithstanding the largest pins I can find to 
fasten them) as I love tlie elements, if the storm 
did not make such fearful work with my poor aclh- 
ing head, 

Mr. M. Robinson^s death was a great loss to the 
family, and our friend felt it very severely, though, 
thank God, her health has ngt suffered materially 
hy it. His second son * is happily provided for, 
for Mrs, MonUigu is as fond of him as if he was 
her own son. The eldest f will in all appearance 
he heir to the family title and estate. 
. Surely these strong south-west winds will blow us 
some news from America. I have no very good 
public hopes, but one wishes heartily that private 
families may receive some account of their frjends. 
My affectionate love to ]\irs. Handcocl^. My head 
will allow of no more. Adieu ! 

♦ Now INJr. Rfoata^Uj f JJow Lord Rokeby. 
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LETTER ex. 

Deal, Dec. 4, 1777. 

It did indeed give me all the pleasure 
you could wish or suppose, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
to receive a Letter from you in such a style of 
cheerful tranquillity and comfortable hopes. My 
heart must and will feel your absence with many a 
tender regret this winter ; but it would be much 
less supportable if I had not the happiness to con- 
sider it as a consequence of your acting in a manner 
conformable to your obligations. On this solid 
rock we may stand and look forward with unalloyed 
pleasure to the prospect of our next meeting, when 
I trust we shall enjoy our delightful parties with a 
spirit unclouded by any of those uneasy reflections 
which must cast a gloom over the brightest sunshine 
of life, whenever inclination is preferred to dut3\ 
En attendant the more active pleasure of our social 
hpurs^ may the best and most important reflections 
tranquillize your mind, and the happiest recollec- 
tions of friendship soothe your heart, and the 
brightest visions of poetical imagination vary and 
enliven your solitude, and give spirit as well as 

sentiment 
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sentiment to your t6te-a-tetes with dear Mrs. Hand- 
cock. 

You charge me with sending you our storms, but 
I hope that which we felt here last Saturday even- 
ing has not travdled to you. I do not recollect 
ever to have beheld such lightening, or to have 
heard such a burst of thunder, which, to complete 
the tempest, was succeeded by a hurricane. As at 
the time there was nobody in the house but myself 
mid my maids, and as we are not in a street, I did 
not know then into what a consternation the town 
Was thrown, but from all accounts there never was 
so general ah alarm ; and indeed it has been the 
subject of conversation ever since. God be thanked, 
no mischief was done, which is a great mercy, con* 
sidering the danger. A gentleman of the navy, 
who drank tea with us yesterday, told me that 
though he had been in thunder and lightening under 
the line, he never knew any so violent as this ;, and 
e sailor belonging to one of the ships in the Down:^ 
told Mrs. Douglas, that he had never in any part 
of the world met with any at all like it, and added> 
that he every minute expected the ship would hav6 
been set on fire ; so from all these testimonies both 
by sea and land there is great reason for us to Wft 
thankful that in such a region of flame nobody waS 
hurt. Indeed the weather Is still tempestuous, an^ 

las# 

i 



m 

liast night Rliss Siiarpe and 1 wished liiuch for yqi* 
\n my little airy abode, round which all the ele- 
ments play with the most uninterrupted liberty, it 
standing quite open oii three sides, with a very wide 
space in front, wliere there is not any thing to shel* 
ter it. You would have enjoyed the solemn con- 
cert, to which by a cheerful fire we listened with 
so much rapture. The whistling wind, the beating 
rain, and dashing waves, fully convinced us that 
winter, that has been so long delayed, was come ; 
for November has been gilded by the smiles of 
May. 

There has scarcely been a day in which tlie aii- 
itigs we have taken did not furnish us with some 
beautiftil views^ I wish you cQuld have accom-* 
panied us; I think you would be pleased with this- 
country. It has one advantage beyond any L ever 
recioUect to have seen, the dianning variety of the 
ground and the intersection of the hills ; sometimes 
opening a view of the sea, sometimes to a shade<l 
village, and sometimes a solitary cottage, which 
^leems retired to an infinite distance from the rest of 
the habitable world. Miss Sharpe desires me to 
Ml you, with her love, that she is iti hopes of pur- 
chasing the Clock-house and little farm, at Mill- 
'hill, and shall want you extremely to assist her in 
Its improvements^ and- to make good the reality of 
the river, which at present lies undiscovered by 

vulgar 
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Vulgar prosaic eyes. I heartily wish she may get 
tlii^ place; which she seems sf> anxious about. Ste 
has a dattufal aversion to pomp, and finery, and 
grandeur j and consequently loves sifiiplicity, com-* 
fort, and the ornaments of poetical imaginations ; 
sb I thinjc such a plaoe as she describes this to be 
will exactly suit her. 

I hc>pe Mrs* Handcock keeps tolerably free from 
Aeumatism ; to be entirely free froni it cannot be 
hc^d either for her or me, or any body else of 
whom it has once taken possession. 

Dispatches are at last arrived from General Howc- 
I am persuaded he has done as much as could be 
done; but tame there appears to be nothing decisive,, 
nothing Jikely to produce the only event that will be 
cf real advantage — a peace. It makes one shud^ 
der to think of the blood so unprofitably shed in 
this fatal quarrel, and one's spirits sink at the dis- 
tress of the unhappy mourners, wha by these en- 
gagements are deprived of their dearest friends* 
But what cw touch the hard insensibility of such, 
as living, amidst all the comforts of ease and tran-. 
quillity, expose such numbers of brdve xhen to 
Wdships, pain, and death. You know I am no 
encomiast of the Americans, but I look upon the 
war with as much horror as any of the most violent 
Qii that side the question can do, and indeed as* all 
mast do yfko allo^ themselves to feel like human 

creatures 
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tenant Morgan among the killed^ and am much 
fifiraid it is Mrs. Dunbar's nephew. There is na 
t)f}icial account given of General Burgoyne's misef*' 
able army ; but by two ships arrived tliis week ia 
the Downs from Quebec it is affirmed, that t^e re* 
mains of it have capitulated, on the condition of 
never a^n bearing arms agaiilst th6 Americans; 
Adieu, my dear friend. My affectionate love to 
Mrs. Handcock^ God bless and preserve you 
both. 
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LETTER C^t 



beal^ Jin. 24, 177i\ 

Ma;^ Y thanks to you, my flear Mrs; 
Vesey, for your very kind and affectionate Letter^ 
As I know you will wish to hear immediately &om 
myself, I can no longer forbear assuring you of fce 
eoiistartt and tender reinfembraric^ which in every 
gituation you possess in my heart Very deeply 
have I felt the s&d revoiutiori iii my family, but, 1 

VOL* m thank 
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'^fk Crod) any inind h resigned ; but tb^e il stiif 
a kifld of stupor on my splits, which I trust wilj 
in tirne remow. You will easily guess what in ^ 
fertlnly so united I must hav« -suffered fey my poor 
Afflicted friends^ I hafve the comfort to hear, tha*^ 
my sister- Penningtoi^* and* hef family «re much- 
mended. I hetve not ye% s^n tiietn, but was ^rom 
*hei5rst' #i^ i^y brother f, xrho autmiitted with st> 
^nfeet' ^ tesignaition to the will of God as I cadnot 
^ubi^^^i b{i r^wa^-ded with a pe^portioBfeble de- 
gree of su'pptxrt and consoliation. Never did I see 
a more unvaried antt perfect afFectioff and tender- 
ness in any connection tlian in that which is dis 
'solved bythrs cruel stroke, which Tia^ deprived him- 
Vf his dearest happiness on earth ;' but in' the trea- 
sures of divine goodness there are innumerable bles- 
sings always ia store, wlicn levery Tiuman" prospect? 
is dark and forlorn. 

There aiises a strong present consolation to o^ 
att^fromteftectin'o: on the blameless conduct and 
tmblemislied lives of those friiends who» are re- 
Moved Hiom us^ - During the sixteenr years tha^ 
'dear lister Carter was in the family she never gate* 
•flie sliadow of an unJ^liid or* displeasing actioA or 

* <Vfeb hsA lost her ttdtst^ son.soott after the coiiipletion.ofi 
.bis education at O^tfor^. 

. \ Wh© liad just sustained tlie: afflicting loss of a most amia-<- 
'^le and beloved wife. 

- . expressioQ 
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%xpi*6sBi6rl \o any one of them, but was pbssi^saed 
^f the eatecm and affectipn pf us all io the highest 
degree. My poor nephew's character both at hoiA 
and at college was irreproachable, and hi$ parents^ 
amidst their grief for this their eldest bo^e, tbusJt 
reflect with j6y on the effects of that education of 
their lihildreii to whith they have attended iv\X\fL 
such exemplary <iare. Both my sistet* and my 
pepbew had the blessing of departing from thn 
world by the easiest passage, without a struggle 
^nd without a groan, and seemed rather to &11 
O^leep than to die. They have left us with joyfijJl 
hopes of their happinesSj and we suffer only ftagr 
Vurselves, 

I did not design to have enlarged on this subjed» 
but it is so near my heart that I have b^ insett-' 
$ibly led on. Do not imagine, my dear friend, ^at 
with all my feeling of what I hare lost, I am insen,- 
$ible to the innumerable and undeserved blessingi 
which I am still permitted to enjoy; for which jt 
hope I feel the most livfely gratitude. Amongst 
.them I must include Miss Sharpe, whos9 kindtte9S 
has been of inexpressible comfort to nje» iphe.h«ypl 
left .Dejil about a week before this sudden change rj 
but as sopn as she heard of it she came baqjc, ^nd 

* 

stayed with me ti}l she brought me to town* Ste 
has ever sinc^ watched over me with a|l the, cace 
and attention which a parent could expect from th^ 

OS most 



tiiost affectionate child : she takes lue an airrn;? 
every day,' which has been of great use both to my 
health and Spirits. , . 

J^Irs.' Montagu is upon the whole in very tple- 
rable spirits, and looks well in health; Sirs. Uiiri- 
bar is lovely as usual. Miss Cooper is not yet come 
to town, and I fear by the accoulits I hear of her 
that she has not derived much benefit from iTun- 
bridge. * 5if rs^. Boone remains there all the winter. 
IMany of nry frieitds are absent this year. I am 
sure I nieed not say how particularly I regret yoii 
and deiaf Lady Dartrey. Very melancholy is her 
situation 'and that of her Lord. I suppose you 
know they are gone from Bristol to Southamptod. 
There seems hardly tlie smallest hope of Mr. 
Dawson's recovery. And the poor Miss Clerkes I 
Vim sure have shared your pity. May God comfort 
'all wha mourn, arid in his own good time restore 
cheerfulness to their hearts. Adieu ! My lovC 
-and niost affectionate thanks to dear JMfs. Hand- 

r 

cock for the kind concern she has felt for me*. 
Would to God you were both in Balton-row, though 
I shbuW have little but melancholy subjects to talk 
of; but alas, that happiness is deferred for ai yean 
Let me not be again disappointed. Amongst all 
•the troubles that are abroad, may the Almighty 
keep you both free ffom evils of every kind. Once 
more adiou \ 
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LETTER CXII. 

Clargea-street, ManchQS, 177*8, 

I CANNOT express how much obliged to 
you I am, _ my dear Mrs. Viesey, for your affecti- 
onate Letter^ and kind solicitude about me and my 
friends. I thank God my mind is very composed, 
and my spiritiS much better than they were, though 
they wa«t a certain degree of cheerfulness, which 
I trust will return, and restore that vivacity of ent- 
joyment which I am accustomed to feel, of those 
very many blessings for which I have, during the 
course of along life, been indebted- to the divine 
goodness. What you say, I have often felt to be 
true, that if ihe trap-door was not constantly open- 
ing beneath olu" feet we should grow too strongly 
attached to the world, of which tlie very scenery 
offers such inexhaustible pleasure to the imagina- 
tion, that we should be very liable to forget our des- 
tination for higher improvemonts, if the divine 
wisdom and goodness had not provided a correc- 
tion of our levity, and an assistance to our duty, in 
the affections 6f the heart, which must take refuge 
i^i a future and permanent state of being for a se- 
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cure possession of thpse enjdyments in which it Uk 
so tenderly interested^ and in which it can form so 
slight a dependence ^mid^t the hourly dangers of ^ 
fleeting and varying existence. 

Miss Sharpe always deskes \o be niost kinjdly 
rejnetnbered to yau and Mrs. Jlandcock. Sh^ has, 
nearly finished her purchase at MilVhill. Wc^ 
•pent the qmrmng there on Saturday tn walking 
ovcf h^ territory, and I think yOu would bfe de^ 
Kg^tod with her little f^m- We wished very much 
fcr you there while we were planning iipprovement^ 
The house which she is to inhabit wftpts so mucU 
f qpair that she thinks it inost adviseable to build a 
i^ew one ; and without understanding any thing Of 
tiie matter^ we are amusing ourselves with making 
designs, which probably na dealer in brick and 
mortar will be able to execute. I believe, how- 
ever, that you will comprehend our meaning ; so, 
irkeq we oai) put it into any )flnd 0/ fqrm upon 
]M^)er we wdll send ypu the scheme, and we flatter 
dursdves ihdt its b^ing a productioa of our original 
genius, and unlike any Other mansion that ever 
waa inhabited, it will raise us very high in your 
estimation ; and I think you will e^Uow that it equals 
your invention of a coffee-pot, to which, with all 
its essential advantages pS h be^i^tifui fbrift, JVIrs* 
HflQctco^ moat v^fUn^omiA^ objec^d;^ .bec&u^ethe 



199-^ 

fid. woiild not open to put in the coffee^ nof tlie^ 
6pout answer to pour it out *. .... 

Mi3S Cooper says she is much better^ aiid- I 
think upon the \viiole her health is naoivjed, but it 
is still in a miserable state. I s^e but little of her, 
as she is seldom visible, from her want of ., sleep, 
till \ g9 out to take the air,, whkh is almost eyer^^ 
xUy. I heap she talks of very soon returning^ to, 
Tunbridge, probably the sooner as she thinks Mars- 
den has been of great service to her. Mrs, . Alon- 
tagu's health seems stronger this winter than it ha$ 
been for many years past She has lately been so^ 
jcntirely taken i^p witii the fine folks and the iine 
things of this nether world, that wonderful to say^ 
I have «een her but once in tea days^ . AU your 
<5ther friends hej'e are well 

It is i>ot possible for me to send y-ou any politi'^ 
jcal intelligence, for w^at is affirmed at lOne hour i^ 
contradicted the nei^t At the delivery of ^ 
f'rench declaration of the American treaty every 
body k$ok^ in as gre^t consternation as if nobody 
bad bad any reason to know it for, some week3 

* This building sclicipie w£^s ii^ver put in jexccutioo; and^ 
unless ti^e £clitoi*^s recollection fails kirn, the maivsion, like 
^Irs. Vese/s coffee pot, woultj have beep more for ornament 
than use. It woul«) have h4d ^ h<!»otit\»l gothit front and 
lifiAidsottQ rooQ»} bul the mjigsr ftt^ceaaaiiiies^ ai stairs^ oi&qei^ 
^Vi^ ^cpmipui^icatio&Sy had Qot {^ecii equally attended to* 

beifpro* 



before. The alarm at present seems much quieted, 
«nd we seem to be pretty much in the; same state as 
a French pfficer described his countrymen in the 
last w^r — *'* Nous sommes ^crasez, nous sommes 
abipi^z, €t nous allons k ropera.** — rA great outcry 
against the ministers, but they preserve then- majo-i 
* Tity in the house' and stick fast to their places. — • 
The loss of the colonies will probably occasion 
gres^t distress and convulsions for the present. In 
the next age perhaps the nation may be the happier 
for bein^ fid of them. • They may be useful and 
Comfortable* allies^ though they are got to a matu- 
rity that would prevent their ever being again trac- 
table subjects. There may be in states as well as 
in regard to individuals a proper season for emanci* 
pation; and perhaps all parent countries would act 
with the wisest policy, whenever that period arrives, 
to subipit to it with a good grace, and to secure 
the affection and friendship q{ those whom they 
can no longer controul. 

Lord Dartrey I think looks rather better than lie 
did when he first came to town, and bears his afflto- 
tion with the resignation pf a Christian, though h^ 
feels it very deeply. Dear Lady Dartrey is not 
well, \^\x\ the fatigpe fmd anxiety she has under- 
gone, and her present constant exertion to keep up 
Lord Dartrey's spirits, must have a great efiect on 
a constitution delicate like.her's. In time I hope 



ftH will grow better. Such principles as s.he licis 
on will carry her through all trials, and she wUl 
come out the brighter for them. Lady C. Finches 
famiiy is all well. Lady J. Ponn discovers amazr* 
jng fortitude, and one sees no alteration either ia 
her look or behaviour, though I fear her fortune 
must be very much interested in the present con- 
fusion. Miss Sharpe desires I will say she would 
have answered your Letter, but has been some days 
confined with a b^d cold, which renders her unable 
to write. We had a very pleasant dinner party 
there on Wednesday, and I am going to anothef 
this evening, in which I wish you could join us, 
because I am surQ yoti would be pleased. May 
we enjoy many of them together next winter. 
• I rejoice to hear that Mrs. Handcock is so much 
better. Tell her to take care of herself for my 
sake, not to n/jntion your's, whose very life seems 
bound up in her s. I hope . you are rejoicing over 
the first blossoms of spring (surely nothing ia na- 
ture is more delightful.) I hope to rejoice over the 
falling leaves of autumn^ which I trust will bring 
you to dear England. Indeed, with all the hope 
one ought to indulge in a world like this, I look 
forward to next winter, which you have encouraged 
me to hope will certainly bring- back within my 
freach the dear friends with whom I have spent so 
^ai^y happy hours. : God^^nnt that they may be 
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Ittien^ed; and inay every y^r bring such improve* 
itient to us all as. may brigbteo our liopes of that 
final' meeting which, shall fear do future separation ! 
Adieu, my; dear iiriend. God, preserve and blesi 
ifou! 
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:. Clarges Street, 1% Jl, \11%. 
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Amidst q^U- the disagreeable bu&tle wA 
hurry of packings and. farew^l visits, I Jhope \ 
have reserved, time enough, ray dear Mrs. Vesey, 
to thank you for your Note^ which. I should have 
done before, if I h^ not vainly flattered myself it 
would have been succeeded by a Letter* Tha( 
Letter is ik>t arrived:, but perhaps you keep it. tQ 
enliveri me by the sea side,, towards whjph I hcpe 
to set out to-morrovf. Miss Sbarpe witli her usual 
kindness will convey me, and I liopc will stay long 
enough to try whetlier sea beathing will not be of 
use to her health, which has been very unpooifbrtT 
able of late. But she means to retiun to ]Mi\l*hill 
mild ^rrangp.faer bous^hol^ > .ajidjvh^ tha^t; is; i$et* 
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lied to her satisfaction, she j^i^poseis rdturnkig ta 
Peal for the major peLva of the year. 

I kno*? not what tk) say tp yoii^ aboxjt pubHd 
affairs. We di^eam of Virar^ atid tft^asions r but it 
does not break pur sleep. |il ptif^f^afi? lite people aro 
sufficiently awake to rufi &tiA fly ftotf\,me fedhionr 
nble foUy to another tiU they dr&p into tdin. it is 
really shocking to Yfetit iitmctl 0vepy day ef tiie ex-^ 
plosion of sottie ^eat kfttMi& or oi&m^ ^^^py ^^ 
4hose, and very thankful du^ht they tti be^ whom 
principles of duty, and social iflKliwnfii, eovififiie 
wvitbin the safe boundary of reasonable and modc^ 
r^e pleasure, and prevent frpm ruhning wildi and 
):osing the path of allowable mA real en joymenk. 
AU that begins in *o(miiy must siooher of later^ end 
in vesation of'^sfmt. 

. Yon haye I am persooded felt a variety of exno- 
tions on hearing, pf thte dfeath of L<9td Chatham, 
lind the honors de^rreed to^ iaas memery, both by 
);ho8e whp did^ and by thdse who did npt wish for 
his taking the helm. Miie& might be said on tiie 
Bubjeet of this extraordinary phaenomenon in the 
moral and polkical world. His worst enemies must^ 
I think, allow that there were some particulars in 
bis conduct of public affairs, which unhappily for 
^his nation, do -not exist in every minister. He 
was superior to all the dirty corruption of election 
Jobbing ; |)f atte9#4 ^^th ^xiremitting diligence to 

tbe 
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the business of bis post : and he took care that 
those whom he employed, should attend to theiM 
likewise. — But' I am by no iriean;^- equal to the task 
of drawing a character, ia some instances so UQ? 
commonly great, and iii others so vulgarly little. 

]VIiss Sharpe joins me in love to you and Mrs., 
Handcock: we please. ourselves very much ip the. 
prospect of your assistance in plsmning the housQ 
at MiUrhill, and supplying- such ideas as were never 
before rendered visible to mortal eyes in a compa> 
sition of brick aiad mortar. Adien ! my dear friend^ 
God grant us a .happy meeting next winter, whea 
I hopfe to enjoy your society better, than the de- 
pression of my spirits would have allowed me duFr 
ing the last. My heart sinks at the thought of my 
first return to a place where, some months ago, I 
was engaged in such a scene of sorrow. » But al]; 
will grow better. I trust I shall feel with due 
thankfulness the iBnumerable blessings I am still 
permitted to enjoy. Pray write to me soon, I 
shall need it. Remember me kindly to Mr. Vesey. 
All your friends here are well. V- The accounts from 
Mrs. Montagu are as good as I cotild wish. Once; 
more adieu ! 



.' V . i, - . .», ■*•• ' . ' ^ • 
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LETTER CXIV. 



Deal, June 3, l775« 

< ' ■• ■ " • * 

Our two Letters I believe, my dear Mrs* 
Vesey, met each other on the roa3[: and it is 
pleasant to think' that perhaps that at the same ih- 
^tant they conveyed* to us oui' affectionate reitiem-* 
brance of each other. I have been about ten days 
settled in my little quiet abode, and very thankful 
1 am for such an habitation: I had the happiness 
you kindly wished me of finding all my friends, I 
thank God, veiy well/ Amidst all the gratitude 
>yhich. I owe, and wWch I can never sufficiently 
pay to heaven, for the greater number that still 
survive, I feel much dejection at missing those who 
once used to w^elcome my return, and now weK 
come it no more !^ But they, I trust, are at peace : 
and this thpught would give me unabated comfort, 
if the same arguments that convince the undgr* 
fitanding, and awe the mind to resignation, could 
subdue the fond affections of the heart, which re- 
tains, its weak regrets. 

Sol perche troppo sente, • poco cred«. 

Yet 
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Yet perhaps the evil would be worse, if the ohjed^ 
of our tenderness could be replaced, sind new en- 
gagements make us entirely forget those that ard 
suspended by tiic stroke of deatli. The world 
would then hold us in everlasting chains, and W9. 
should lose one powerful motive for looking for- 
ward to the prospect of a better. A cloud at pre-^ 
sent hangs over every .enjoyment by the melancholy 
recollection of the sad evils of last winter. I can- 
liQt avoid feeling the weight of those hours which 
I used to pass with the dear frieiid whom I have 
lost, I hope I am very far from repining, nor do 
I wish her back again. But the heart cailnpt easily 
recover such a Jieavy stroke, nor would it be good 
for us that it should. JEvery infliction of Provi-* 
dence in this world, is graciously designed to 
animate our endeavours for that where sorrow shall 
be no more. But this quick painful sense of what 
I have lost, v/}l\ I tru^t soon wear off. In -the 
mean time let me comfort myself in the thought 
that the survivors are the only mouraers : and that 
the spotless and gentle spirits of the friends who 
are at present removed from their society, arel 
possessed of $l degree of happiness Infinitely su- 
perior to all that the fondest affection of the family t& 
whom they were ao dear, could procure for tliem 
in a world like this. I could not mention thisr 
subject here to any one who would not be person- 
ally 
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iflly ^ected by it : you are oijy «o by &e affec- 
tion you bear me, . aiui therefore will forgive mjr 
enlarging on it. I cb: not o&ejgi indulge these fe^ 
ings, because I think it wrong ; afid I enideavour 
to ht cheerful :^ alt wild i tirugt e^i^ about ia 

Myeptrit^; at pmsent too much difS|>p^ito sialic 
kigi particular) J &lt, -what at ajxy time would have 
^iyen ODB pam, your seeming to raise a doubt of 
^our ^dming^ to En^n4r But I will hope it wa^ 
only a traftfeient Gkwri paseiitg over y0ur own miod. 
.Public ^a^irs do indeed carry a tbTQatenfing appear^ 
arice, but you. and I remember when the dangcjr 
was'* as; great, or perhaps greater, when a' rcb^ 
army -was in the midst of the Jdngdomy and an in^ 
vasion alarmed the extremities *. That storm, God 
be thanked, blew happily over, and the &ame gra- 
cioaB Providence may avert the pree^nt impending 
calamities. Our national provocations ptgain^t 
heaven are very great ; but there are, I trjuat, in 
the w^alks of private life, so many who proceed 
on uniformly in a course of ctuty, that the propor- 
tion one may hope is much greater than that which 
would once have averted the stroke pf divine vea^ 
geance fn>m a devoted city. 



* In tte rebelKofi of }7^* 

Your 
2 
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Vbiit ihagnificent ideas of British ^ory iiould^ 
I think, have been somewhat lowered \tith regard 
to a late transaction, if the distance had not con- 
cealed from you all the wretched trifling and non-^- 
sense Which were so visible ori a nearer view—- But 
I will be as prudent and cautious as you are. But to 
f eturn to a subject very near my heart> the. hope of 
fneetingyou in town next winter. Let me entreat yotf ^ 
my dear friend, not to counteract your own wishes, 
and those of your friends, as I have sometimes 
known you do, by raising any doubts, and dii^ 
ficulties of your own t but let things go quietly ori, 
upon the supposition that you are certainly to come 
conformable to the promise, unless any unavoid- 
able reason should render it impracticable : but do 
not let any such reason be anticipated by your own 
forebodings. 

Every liberal mind in England must havfc felt a 
most humiliating sense of shame, at the treatment 
of our sister kingdom : and particularly after so 
noble and generous a proceeding in the Irish par- 
liament I congratirtate you on the discovery and 
exertion of such spirit in your Senate : and you 
may condole with me on the pitiful exclusive tem- 
per of ours. Something however I hope has at 
length been carried to your advantage : and as I 
hear Mr. B— is pleased with what has been voted^ 
^ I hope 



I hope it inay be satisfactory on yt)ur side the water^ 
atlaast a^ anieaxDestof sometfadng; more cbnsideF'*' 
able, when we are more at leisure to reflect Wi the 
mutual advantages of a friendly communication 
of the benefits of commtercei Mr. B — behaved 
through the whole business with a spirit and steadi- 
ness which does him great horioun 

I know not how I have beeii drawii oh into a 
kind of political Letter, for I had rather talk poli-^ 
tics than write them. One ^ord iliore and I have 
done. Though you cannot think with mot^ de- 
testation and horror than I do, of the folly of that 
taxation scheme, whether the right was well or ill 
fbunded, which brought on the fatal quarrel with 
Hit colonies, I have by no means such magnfficent 
ideas as you seem to form of the Americans; I 
only beg leave to observe^ that the highest instance 
of a noble spirit which has bpen transmitted to ut 
across the Atlantic has be^n t|pfe bebaviovr of 
General Gates "* : and General Gates wBi bom and 
. bred at Greenwich. .i 

My best love to Mrsi Handcock, t Ifove dent 
.you a long prosaic kind of Letter, butiil whateter 
style I wiite I £l)waya equally feel the $&itife iiffection 

* Perhaps alluding to his huknanity ta the -sick and' Wounded 

of General Burgoyne's armj, who werp obligpci. to be left 
behind w hen he retreated to Saratoga ; or t^ hi« conduct ia 
the subsequenrclipitulation. ^ 

Vol. IV. P for 
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for jQu. . Write to nie soon, pray do, and cb^r 
my heart and spirits by the hopes of our meeting 
next year. 



■^— ^M— a— ■— ^»— *— ■ I J t M I 1 1 n *i^a>— *M^— — ■ I I ' »^M>ia» 



LETTER CXV. 

Deal, Sept. fS, lT/6> 

% 

I CONGRATULATE you, iBoy dear friend^ 
on so easily getting rid of an mitomfortable en* 
gagement There is something marvellously strange 
in the indifference and sang froid of one of the 
parties, which perhaps however is to be accounted 
for, from the stupefaction of distemper. Whatever 
be the cause it may save.you from:i^any an anxioui 
hour. While one has any such share in the af-- 
lecti(Hi jmd cOn6d0nce of those to whom one is 
related,, :G^ to be aUe in aay degree to contribute 
to their; bftppinesSi' or to ; assist thdr difiicuities, 
there will be a thousand tender solicitudes, and a 
thousand anxious deliberations how to effect it 
?But whtoonee thb possibility seems to be lost, the 

'heart shoUld.be at ease, and the attenticA discharged 

fr^ra 
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from its cares: and nothing forther remains iihaQ 
the genemi good wiahes of iiuiuanity, an^ thje 
solid and practical; good offijces of duty, whenever 
thei*e is any occasioin w hich calls for their cxerti<jwq. 
Pray do not indulge such £( strange fancy as that J 
cannot r^ad your Ayritingj your Letters do and 
always mu$t give me unle^aed delight^ they amuse, 
.^Qt^rtain, and interest me. 

As you so kindly and so generously acquiesce ip 
the large demands made upon Mr. Vesey by his 
family^ I cannot suppose liim less attentive to what 
will give you pleasure in return. Jf his fortune 
suffers by their drafts, he will dg^ubtless think ijt 
more reasonable that they should find s^ diminution 
in future, than that you should be liable to any 
dii^igreeable restrictions for the pjiiesent— After all, 
I am determined to believe tb-aJt you will come, as 
long as I am not absolutely obliged to give up a 
hope so dear to my heart. I give you joy of the 
hopes of an iieir to your noble neighbours. Perhaps 
it is more reasonable to wish, than to hope that it 
may be an addition to their happin^s ; for perhapj^ 
it never ha|>pen3 that thosp who fancy themselves 
wrietched, from a mere negation of somethhig not 
naturally cQid absolutdy essential to the comfort 
^ life, were ever tendered happy by the acquisition 
of it 

p g Yqu» 
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' Vou cannot think how 6ften Rliss Sharpe and I 
anticipate the dclightibl parties, in Bolton-ro\r and 
Stanhope-street- Her house thet'e is charming: 
$t> airy, so welt lighted^ and fitted up with such an 
ielegant simplicity, as I think wili pleas© a taste so 
^*ust as yours. I spent.about ten days \^ith- her in 
•AaguSt-at MilHiillj but *as per-Versdy sick * one 
third of the short time I had allotted to pa&s there. 
I believe neither you, nor perhaps- any body else 
wilhagrcie \f ith me, in thinking it rather a dull spot : 
•but the prospect is 'So uniform^ that to tae it ap- 
peared tiresome. ' It is a-gr-cen field, a;hedge, aad 
•a tow ' of tv%e&y and ' then , again a green field, a 
-hedge, and ^ vow of trees, and so on ad infinttuis. 
\Miss Sharpe feeU thi^ so sensibly, that wlnenevfir 
♦she is able to purcjiase any more. land, she proposes 
to introduce a plough, whidi':will;:divc3riify tlie 
-scene. Her notable, neighbourfe .wilh exciaijuj at 
'such a ditninutiiMi i of ' profits c and:; ybto perhaps 
^ iriighl -think it notiat^klL strange,.* it- 5he spent ever 
so much iipon the*devi<56f6 of Mfc.:Brown; ;. .t . .: 

* We pirrsue our lairiftgs}- uhi ^^cSktvyviish for you 
' to share \vith^s ^m ^fly >f(iv4iutite spfyLr Whether 

• it' is from the pi^^mdicd *f- eaiiy . im^r<?ssi6ite,: 4Dr 
•from ^ts o\vW merit, I 'wij^inbt "ilffirbv but Lsoon 
^^row tired of\every eo6rtlry btft!tbisi>:-'Our -com 

fields are full of life and activity ; and frorti th^ 
^ • first 
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first springing green, to the last stubble, aiford an 
inexhaustible variety of colouring : and the same- 
ness of form is prevented, by the mixture of wooded 
villages, and intersecting hills, and, from time to 
time, by that ever varying, and ever beautiful 
abject the sea. We made an excursion last week 
from our own environs, to Lord Holland's place 
in the Isle of Thanet, where he built a house close 
by the sea, and scattered artificial ruins and anti- 
quities over the surrounding green hifls. His family 
have converted the pliace into a real ruin with 
regard to themselves, and it is now the property Qf 
his steward. Poor Lord Holland ! 

For Banquo's issue have IdVd my mhid^^ 
Put rancour in the ves^'l of i^y pcac^ 
Only foF them { 

• 

I can easily comprehend all that an imagination! 
and a heart like your s jnusit have felt on revisiting 
the scenes where they received th^ir first impres- 
sions. Yet you have the unconpmon g^dvantage of* 
finding nothing to regret but a change of , objects^ 
while the powers which give theca animation i^main, 
unimpaired, Your imaginatiqn paints wi^ as vivid 
a. colouring, and your heart beats, with as quick a- 
pulse, and with as warm & gjow, in tlip autumn^, 
^ ii\ the spring pf life. I ao^ »o happy as in thifj^ 

ye^pcQl 
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respect to resemble you, so far as my capacity 
extends : and I believe we both enjoy this unusual 
privilege in some degree from our having past the 
vigour of life free from the bustles, and perturba- 
tions, and competitions of the world; which I 
believe are much more destructive to the delicate 
ami refined pleasures of the imagination, and the 
tenderfiess of the affections, than the ravages of 
age. Where there is no such bodily decay as to 
obstruct the organs of sensation, which God be 
thanked is not our case, I do not see why the 
ifmocent pleasures arising from a view of the scenery 
of a world so ejtquisitely beautiful, may not be 
enjoyed witli as high a spirit of delight and gratitude 
at foui^coi'e ais at five and twenty. 

My sister Pennington and family have been with 
me these three weeks, they leave me to-morrow ; 
^nd desire to be most kindly remembered to you ; 
and I believe my youngest brother's family, at least 
some of them, will soon succeed them. My 
brother Carter has since the beginning of July 
travelled over all the United Provinces, has been 
to Spa, Pynnont, Hanover, the Hans Towns, and 
Copenhagen, and when we last heard was on his 
road to Stockholm. I hope b^ is now on his return 
to England, for I long mucl) to see him again. If 
his understanding was not as rapid as bis journey, 
one would thjiik he could have ip^de but few obser* 

vations ; 



vatioQB : but such is bis smse mA qUickneds, that 
he takes a greater scope of inteUigence io^a day, 
than most people dio in a week \ This toar seems 
to have amused bis curtosily ; but his heart I fear 
is but little relieved. My love to Mrs. -Handcock. 
I have writ till I cannot see. Heaven preserve 
you, my dear friend. I beg to be kindly remem- 
1>ered to Mr. Vesey. 
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LETTER CXVI. 

Deal, Ocf. 21, 17TB. 

What is become of you, my dear Mrs, 
Vesey? I had a Lett^* from you dated September 
the 27tb, in wUcb yQu forbid me to send you an 
answer^ and flattered me with the. bop^ that long 

* At this moment, March 1808,^ \ik HU 85th year, the 
powers of his mind arc as strong, his understanding as quickn 
his judgment as sound, his love of stvidy and desire of know* 
ledge as great, and bis bodily health almost &% good as whci^ 
Mrs, Carter wrote this Letter. 

before 
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;^pfore this I should have received an •account of 
ypur jbping landed. It is very uncomfortable to 
me to consjd^F you ^ ab^Iutely ftut of the way of 
intelligence. J i^npw QOt where to direct an enquiry 
^fter you frpm yourself, and uobody else gives me 
(«\y ii^formatioq. j^ hqp§s that you may perbapsi 
.by tlie way of the ippoti be travelling towards 
Bolton Row, I forward this that it may find you aft 
your arrival, requesting you to send me a line to 
assure me you are safe after all this blustering 
weather^ for I have been very uneasy about you, 
tlic sea. having. been outrageous; here we have had 
quite a tempest of wind and rain. This afternoon 
is perfectly calm and delightfully pleasant, so it is 
to be hoped the bustle i^ quite over; but I long to 
hear you have hot in any way suffered by it. 

I wish I could transport you at this moment to 
pgrtake the beautiful scene which I am enjoying 
from my window. Over one part of the sea is a 
dark cloudy, illuminated by a double rainbow : and 
cm the other, the setting sun is shining pn the sails 
gf the ships. You I am «itre, who love nature 
in all her beauUful variety, would .be charmed 
with such an entertainment, and feel it with due 
delight. 

I hope to heaif thit you have quite recovered 
that tranquillity and cheerfulness of spirits, Mhi^ch 
I Qvic\e to think were ao much shook by vi>itiac ,a 

place. 



|»ia«ewiM)i struck 70Q'fvith*s6c)i'ii{eIi|iieholy recol- 
lectiofis. I 9^ee with you> ihAt snph reiectionft 
imveiui importaot use); and are.^oin^imes pecessarj 
to withdraw the dependance even of the wise and 
goody from the weak supports of mortality, and to 
remind them that there is only one object in the 
universe, on whom the hopes of happiness can be 
securely placed. To most people indeed, Ibelieve, 
the conviction of the impossibility of a secure 
possession of their enjoyments, is the only circum- 
stance capabk ^ of weakening iiie altachment to a 
state, which, with all its real or imaginary incon- 
veni^cies, has, ei^cept in some few cases, such a 
superior proportion of pleasure to pain. You do 
not seemj by the manner in v^hkh you express 
yourself, as if you would agree with this opinion : 
and yet if you were fairly to consider the whole of 
your situation, and honestly to consult your own 
heart, it would convince you that you feel many 
more reasons for an attachment to tibis life, than 
merely the horror of the dreadlul passage into the 
other. That all of us have sufficient reason to 
tremble at the thought of that awful period, on a 
comparison* of our conduct with the rule of our 
duty, is too certain: yet that all but the wilfully 
guilty, and impenitent^* on a comparison of their 
imperfection, with the* declarations of divine mercy, 
have reason forhumbte con^dehce. and liope, is, 
Gcrd be thanked I: cqfuaHy cefttain. • • 

Adieu, 



ftl8 



Adieu, vtf disar Mrs. Vesey, wUb evciy 9*^ 

ttd afiftetiooade wish for your safe arrivtl. I hops 
80oa t& reeetT»9i» aee^iot that 3^ ait^ividwi mj 
feach. 



LETTER CXVIL 

Deal, Nov. 12, 1778* 

A T^tousAND tlianks to you, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, fix the deli^tful mformation of your 
being safely arrived in Bolton Row. How I love 
you for quitting, without regret» |iie pomp and 
magnificence of a chateau, and accommodating 
yourself so cordially to your dear little dressing- 
Toomi the unostentatious receptacle of liberal society 
and endearing friemlship. Indeed I most perfectly 
Agree with you in a total want of taste for whatever 
it is in the power of expence to give within doors, 
except cheerfulness and pleasure. Magnificence 
-and show have no connexion with the feelings of the 
heart, or the xeal comforts of private life. They 
are prqper appendages of state ceremony, and 
public ofiice, to which they lielp to procure that 

external 
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6Ktemal respect, which contribates to keep the re- 
ftiactory crowd in order. I am myself a gl?eat friend 
to the ceremonies used on public occasietid, for I 
fear much of the respect that is shown, even to th^ 
most solemn, is owing, in a great degree, to the 
parade that accompanies it. 

I have just been sipping my soUtai'y coffee, and 
anticipating, with the utmost pleasure, the time 
when 1 hope to drink it seated in that very chair 
which you so kindly allot me, receiving it from 
dear Mrs. Handcock. I am glad to hear the sisters 
are gone to Sunning Hill. The quiet of that place 
will, for the present, 1 should suppose, with the 
uninterrupted society of Mrs. Pitt, be the best 
remedy for dear Mrs. Dunbar's spirits. I hope 
you will see Miss Sharpe before she sets out for 
Deal ; I expect her next week; she is by no means 
well, and I am very uneasy about her. 

I can indeed easily imagine what a striking awful 
effect you must have experienced from the solemn ' 
melancholy vehicle which you met on your way. 
We both indeed have reason to reflect how soon 
we must travel the same dark road *• May the 

* Mrs. Vesey's gloom here seems to have infected her friend ; 
fof Mrs. Carter always considered and spoke of death; with 
oo reference to its terrors, not as the ceasatlony but the change 
of existence ; not as the loss of life, but a necessary entrance 
into it. 

thought 
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thought quicken Ofur diligence to secure la happjf* 
meeting in the. bright regions beyotid it ! And re- 
member there is only one guide whose instructions^ 
ean enable us. 

De sue lusinghe a Uberar la vita, 
De suoi spavcnti a di$amiar la tnorte. 

The Doctor and Mrs. Pennington present their 
kind remembrance to you, and rejoice to hear you, 
are safe in England. She has, poor soul, just got 
rid, by being here, of one of the uncomfortable 
effects of Tunstal air, a most outrageous ague in 
her face. It would be a good thing if Dr. 
Priestley was appointed purifier general of the air 
throughout this kingdom, for which I believe he 
has a much better talent, than for writing treatises 
of divinity. 

A privateer yesterday brought into the Downs a 
Trench East Indiaman, said to be a very rich prize^ 
This is the fourth that has been taken. One cannot 
help feeling for the distresses of private fortunes^ 
even in a nation of our enemies. But the safe 
arrival of all our own trading fleets, is a subject of 
unmitigated joy and thankfulness. I suppose you 
will soon be made happy by seeing Mrs. Montagu^ 
in town. She writes a very comfortable account of 
herself, since she left Tunbridge. 

Adieu,. 
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Aditsu, my dear fenend. Pray make as mai^ of 
your foniral visits, and dispatch as many of your 
right things as ever you can before I come tb town; 
My kind lov^ to Mrs. Handcock. God blesi 
yoa both. 
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<: ' !^' - LETTER CXVlIT, 

■", . .■,;,!., ..': ,• . ;•!.■■ ••• .. •;■'-. '■ ••;: 

^ M . jv -:^|i w^U afeaaachijag.headiwill alto^mi^ 
-I i^ill .tJ%»nk.^ y<*u>, roy dear. Mrs.i ViOBey, ^fyt^ymi 
LeU/ffi at^ Indeed it wa$.very(^iiHlaf:you.tajgt^ 
^etj^gfcfit "pleaaui^e of iiearaag,^F6m:yoii »d^b(fif. 
^qd^G^ ^^r being :sok>lig accu8tomeK^4o 4h^4ct{^ 
^pipc^s^ipfiijootversifig with you .every dayi^'^ l:%c^ 
stantly .wkb- for the pniji cdntkixiation-o£ it UiWic^C 
jQaniefl^y<,at'such milistance. Xam/not nattimlly 
Hftn inc9tiQr/of ir^eUioh, 'bot I muak beg you Witl nm 
: regard 'M^:*•'V'phey .when he iuiTisea^yoo totaheleld^ 
^:pf peaiaad ifik. . Yoiic Let^tersuareralway&'ddigiU^l 
Aq Me* They would be so. as^ a tesdmony-of.^ic 
-raifectioa of your hearty if; i they wete destit&fe^^f 

that 
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ttiajt, p^wejT ol" eDtertainment, which they rettin in 
(h^ highest degree, whatever strange wbiim yon 
ipay f onm to the contrary. 

, ^ou gare iile great satisfaction by ypw accouitt 
•f the manner in which your servants received ti^ 
little token of ny gratitude to them. Indeed their 
behaviour to me has always been not only civil, but 
kind; and every expression of the honest good 
■wift of peopie, who liave not learnt the arts of 
polite dissimulation, is very pleasing to one's heart 
For my own part, I am very much of the mind of 
a Lady, at wbofB* I l^ve d^ ^^pqi Mr. Dunbar* 
laugh for saying, ^^ she loved her fellow creatures." 
You ^k me Jhiow ^ go on : I live very solitary and 
very silent ; and see scarcely any thmg more than 
iJtm proapeiet firbm my own windo^^^^ 'Cor'ihe weather 
iiaf'been ,9ocold.iiad uoiinritiiig/i'lhiiit I liave' tei^ 
Mlimi beeti' Xempted ^ot, < eueb bj Miss^ Sharpe, 
.to. Jake ^n /airaig, and mudi >le6s ei#ibr to walk eft 
4iit(by4beBea:flide<< 'Neirt ^eek, h^^ever, {design 

j|ft>i9Asr)t:iiBiy9eif| >and gdb sooae «X€i^oise at ieaAt, 
ti(!b^er ilr)hOi aifeeoded with pleafifutieW /' 
i;/£rWM Muryttolfind you; meoe still iH axt^ ittidate^ 
:minitdvstate. I jknowiuot^ wdlitt^hat t# 'U^ish ^eitb^ 

* 

.^ (^ wi WBfyngkfy itho am tenderly 4nf?ereiM:ed iki 
:yOiir:idestiiialiQfi. I rejioice; ho^vever^: to find thaft 
|)is ml^rmidbmit Irdand was a^mere pimlc Without 
;foimd«liQiu I. see by the p^pen^ that ^ Spinj^ war 

.:.'i is 



h nnavoidable. K we t^ere furly tB of tiie fdtal 
American bQdne$%' My fnlrs of the fjneneh and 
Spaniards trould be noducli rdi^ed. They, have had 
no provocation for tfadr tpeatment jof us^ and 1 
should hope "for. the same prwid^iitial intbrpoaikion 
in o»r jTavour which we^haxre^so ofteiliexpiaiienced. 
But AmBirka seems to be ti[ie< tnill-stooe that aiote 
us. • Oh that iwe keis ; Iree ^^nom/ att: conoexioft 

MiBS Shaspe^ Idavei ne^tb-inocrow^' hnt/lth^ptt 
she will soon return; I shall .miss-iiGr rtuflfeoticmttta 
attentions very much. We drank tea yesterday 
with sweet Lady Lothian, who is not by any means 
so well asall who^npw^her would wish her. We 
returned home beneath a sky the most awfiilly 
sublime that can be imagined. The deep gloom of 
the clouds was, rendered .-the >inoi^ dismal by a 
mixture of sullen light. The rapid whirlwind, the 
rolling thunder, the rattling bail, and all the dread- 
ful engiflery ofthe&ven, seemed collecting its forces, 
to burst in some tremendous explosion over our 
heads. ,Mis& . Sbairpe, wilii all her |taisjii(m for the 
siidilime,- which. is'iret^ utneang, wsf$is«^ overpowered 
)>y this terrifying scenery, 4;hat &h^ ii^yld ^not bear 
to look >atit> ;3l4!oald not>esirt smlb a spqjctacte'; 
4>at ^ i > wa5 heflirifily glad qifid ' thankful when the ^siot 
lann^Lppafatusmded in 60ihing worse-thana holloir 
<iM|Utig wind atid a h^vy «h(HMr. 

I hear 
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; 1 heaf an ixcdlmt good ^woWtof Mr. Ves^V 
ft>oks,> which I hope in(£[efa.teSit;h$t bis j[i<kaHh is im^ 
jiroved ; Itny best.!wishesit6hin(i«> 1 1. suppose, by a 
Letter which I received; yesterday iriwJVfrs. Mon^ 
tagu^ tifBi ybo will see hec sooav ; i§|ie is delight** 
£&UyLwbll.; Pray give me the pdeasure pC he9<ring 
fcbm yoii soojL ' Where ii Miss Cooper? Adfeu/ 
my dear Mrs;: V^Gie^, ja}f affectionate: kiTe to) Mrs. 
Handcock. Will you be so good as to procuia me 
ft< iranky' and, convey -the oencioscd! tatbe Poi^^ 'for 
Otrir^dear Mrs. Heif ry. 
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6 ' ;; • t (k>If i grieves «ne,, iny dcai^ ; frierid, to ^ find 
jf^P afQt^iitt^i^i, tbe:3a^ vexa*^ imcerkaii?ty.:iBttt 
m^ef. iothM ^;houriQ^get.tdl youruneasiiiefisse^ 
.Afld ktp? ^itil^l^te. by,the:soft Jjspifindor b£ this 
^geage^l H^p^i^rand lisfeoptb tfeje acwrthidg mummrs 
»C^ t^6 £el]^fig wav^i ,Q»d turo.oar, roiads .lo tht 
tranquil scene ar<>u^:a^,r-Foi\wby should mrJM- 
»: .1 ring 
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ring thoughts make a discord to the harmony pf 
the universe? — Yet, alas, how soon may that radi- 
ant moon be obscured by clouds, and those calm 
waters ruffled by a tempest ! But these tempo- 
rary disturbances are necessary to the preservation 
of the natural world ; and the little vexations, and 
perplexities of life, may be equally salutary to our 
moral system. They help to prevent our souls 
from stagnating into a dull acquiescence in a world 
which has no objects equal to "Ithe aim of our im- 
prpveable .nature, or to the dignity of our immor- 
tal hopes. 

I am persuaded your imagination received an 
high entertainment from the account which Lady 
Harris gave you of the hermits of Mpntserrat. 
There is a very particular description of this asto- 
nishing situation in Mr. Thicknesse's travels. Does 

« 

not one grieve for the weakness and absurdity of 
these poor people, who can suppose that a human 
creature can be more perfect and acceptable to the 
Supreme being, by perching in an eagle's nest, 
than by fulfilling its duties on the earth to which it 
belongs ! Yet their piety, though mistaken, I trust 
is sincere, and as such its errors will be mercifully 
treated. 

I am glad to find that our literary character is 
so high abroad. It is to be hoped that foreigners 
are not so well acquainted with the wretched fojly 

yoL IV. Q of 
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^f cur political transactions ; oh that our orators 
of alt parties were engaged ! I rejoice IMiss Bur^- 
ney^s fame has reached the continenjt. It must inr 
dfeect extend to every part of the world where she 
can be read. I do not wonder you were struck 
with Mrs* Barbauld's- Hymns. They are all excel- 
lent, but there are some passages amazingly sub- 
lime. Amongts these is the manner in which she 
introduces out Saviour, after the description of the 
devastations of de^th, as the restorer of life and 
immortality. 

I am glad your fears are abated. The public 
prospects are indeed very cloudy. But you and I 
have lived long enough in the M'orld to remember 
when there was a rebellion in tlie heart of this kins:- 
dom, and menaces and preparations of invasion 
without. It pleased God to deliver us from that 
extreme danger, and let us trust in the same pro- 
tection now. Tlie French and Spaniards have be- 
haved deceitfully and treacherously ; and our war 
with tliem is self-defence. Oh that tlie same could 
.be plead(Td of that which has helped ta bring the 
present calamities on us f 

This Letter has been be^n these six days, since 
wlien the rouj^hness of the weather has so disor- 
(iered my head that I could not finish it. . In a to- 
lemble sheltered situation, I believe this Meather 
^nst be very delightful i but in tliis open exposed 
- * reg^ioa 
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region we are so agitated bjr all the. wiods of h^a^' 
v^n, that whenever I walk out I am obliged to se^ 
cure my hat and cap in. a very powerful manner to 
avoid the awkward distress pf having them blown 
td the Goodwin. Sends. But I could forgive all 
this violence to my dress if the tempest lyould but 
spare my poor little garden, which is almost torn 
up by the roots ; and, to the great mortification- of 
my orderly spirits, the leaves and flowei's are all 
scattered into rags and litter : this distresses me 
more than such a trifle ought, but you have no idea 
how I love my gardeil. 

I grieve to read your account of poor Mis» 
Cooper. I have not heard from her since I left 
London ; but, poor soql h I can eaSily believe that 
writing is a heavy task to such health as her's. You 
bid me tell you exactly how I do. Indeed my head 
has been miserably bad ever since I came home. 
I feared the constant pain might bring on a fever> 
.and have been let blood, but cannot boast of muctiy 
amendment, except that I feel less heated. I m^ 
heartily glad Mr. Vesey continues so welL Sarely 
he will not now run the hazard of fresh paint > or 
the fatigues of parliament in winter. If you have 
heard any thiiag of our poor dear Mi's. A. Pitt, do 
pray let me know when you write next. 

I have just heard, and my infofmer says it is^ 
^om most undoubted authority, that there ^x^ 

u 2 tO^QOO 
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10^000 men encamped near Dunkirk, but no res- 
sels there except privateers. I hope dear Mrs. 
Handcock continues as well as when I left LondoBr^ 
and not any the worse for the hot weather. . My 
love to her. Adieu, my dearest Mrs. Vesey ; and 
pmy do remember that I have answered your Let- 
ter an hundred weeks sooner than you deserve after 
your long silence. 



LETTER CXX* 



Deal, Jng. 25, 177f. 



' You write to me^ my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
' at the end of six or seven weeks, and you expect 
me tQ write to you by flie very next Post — and your 
expectation irfiall not be disappointed. I cannot 
btear to think of your being in such a desponding 
state, withoi^t endeavouring to propose some com* 
fort By this time I hope you arc convinced that 
it is merely an idea, that you have been swallowing 
down the ^shes of Plymouth. God grant that 
^rour predictions with regard to the rest of the king- 
" ' ^ dom 



9^ 

d(im : may be equally- grpuodless. . Do pr^y. jenjiQ^^r; 
vo^ur to arm yourself against this i^trange desppp- 
deocy. Prp^y, my dear friend, . is tjaq standard pf^ 
Omnipoteace fixed on board tlie cowJmed fleets that, 
vou §eem to. be &o very certain of their power tp, 
ruin us? Has Providence given up the goveimtnelit pf 
thi5 universe, the command of the winds and waveS|' 
and Ml the circumstaqces of, time and chance^. t9. 
the French: and S|ianiards * ? Till ti>ese points are, 
proved, I do not aee the infallibility of their; 
schemes to overthrow the. whole system of this kiag- 
4Qm, and reduce every building in it to the condi- 
tion of Netiey Abbey. 

. lias this nation no n^eans cf reshtanoe left?, 

. . . ' 

Have, we no fleet, no army, no wealth? It wod^- 
be. absurd and impious to place Qur reliance upon 
, thes^ alqne, ^but we ought to b$. sensible and' thank*- 
ful that we have them,, and to, depend for their effi- 
cacy on Him who alone can. ^ve them Sfuccess, aiod, 
who can equally pres^ve ' u» ;i»itUoAit their. p^Xi^j 
>f^6 are iodeed a foolish and an idle poapte^ vx^^ 
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'* What can be f»ore consolatory than tbcse qiKSttons, iv 
«^licaUe^o the present times I The terror which prevails 
now, we see has prevailed > before. The dread of the combinecl* 
fleet in the Channel was more rational as well as sponger thiui 
tbe fear of Buonaparte's army. God has preserved us from tho 
oie^ and we may humbly trust that he will iiotjri^ us up to^ 
tlie i)ther. 
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liitcd many instances worse ; yet though \Ve have 
BO claim to the justice of God for our preserva- 
stioa, I trust we are not in general so profligate and 
abandoned but that we may humbly depend on his 
inercy. My dear friend, I beseech you to exert 
your good sense and your piety to free you from the 
Wretched despair into which you seen^ to me to be 
sinking. I preach this doctrine to you, whith I 
preach to myself, and God js6nd we may both profit 
byit'*;'^ 

:^Do you know amongst your acquaintance any 
pmall sober family that wants a housekeeper, who 
can be perfectly well recommended? or any lady 
who wants a servant fit for herself or a fchild ? ' The 
person in question is about twenty-five or six years 
of age, and is in all respects the more vduable, as 
slic might live without going to service if she would 
comply with the condition of turning papist, iq 
which case her relations, who are of that religion, 
would support Her in ease and plenty. TOie trait is 
80- admirable in a young person of her age, that I 
am well assured you will interest yourself for her. 

" ♦ It gives the Editor great pleasure to avow, that these ar* 
fhe very topics on which ho has always insisted (in his profes- 
sional capacity) on the days appointed fer public hvLmiliatibii. 
It IS not indeed Swrprjzing that he should have imbibjrd many 
of hep opinions; 'fTom his long and ipthnatc intercourse with 
^is:'es|:ectcd re}atipn. 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Montagu, who knows her very well, \ Has de-. 
sired' I will mention her to all my friends : we.arQ 
v^ry anxious to get her comfaitably settled In some 
good family, where her admirable principles will 
meet with due regard* . . . ' 

Miss Sharpe is at Tunbrldge. I have sent her 
your Letter, and had the virtue to send it unread* 
INIany thanks for your charming picture of Netley 
Abbey. Adieu 1 God bless you, and support 
your spirits ; on him rely firmly, and all your me- 
lancholy visions will fly far away. A few short 
years, and all will end for us ; but let us not lose 
the inestimable time thus allowed us, in anticipat- 
ing evils that may never happen, but look up witli 
confidence to Him who made us, and who will pity 
our infirmities, and in his own good time take us 
to that abode where " sorrow shall be no more/* 






LETTER CXXI. 

- ^ Deal, Seft. 30, 1?79. 

Indeed, my dear Mrs. Vesey, the rea* 
son you give fornot writing sooner might be very 
pmper for a common acquaintance, but surely was 

unkind 
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tinkind. to a friend tenderly interested in wliatewr 
concerns you, and who wished to know fron? youTr* 
self every circumstance of your situation. I^ 
grieved me to hear of the alarm that you had suf- 
fered at Sandleford, and I fe^i the uncomfortable 
state in which, you still continue. I guessed your 
difficulties before you mentioned them, and . hear- 
tily wish I could as easily remove thpm. It is very 
unpleasant to be censured where pne does not de- 
serve it, but. very much less sp than where ' one 
does *, so that you must comfort yourself with thq 
testimony of your own mind. Indeed I do not 
see it is possible Cor you to take any part consist- 
ently either with prudence or your own ease ; foE 
your ftpirits are such, that if apy measure was pur- 
sued in consequence of your advice, and the event 
should prove unhappy, you would be miserable,^ 
-and fancy it was owing to your interposition. It 
seems to me that your only part at present is to be 
passive, to leave the whole aftair to Mr, Vesey 
and Dr. Warren, and not fatigue your mitid by 
anticipating any unjust imputations which may be 
thrown on your if th©^ point haj^ensUp be decided 
for your stay in England. I should certainly 

* As usual, the Christian in direct opposition to the Hea« 
then philosophy ; ' 

Ltmite^, ex meiitOi quicquid patiar^, ffcrondum est^ r 
• » . (4*>» ve8iit:iQdiga^ pgena.c^oteiWd.yfi^itv. Oyi<j. Episti 

strongly 
7 
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Mron^y wbh ttuit tlii^ loi^t be tba cJleterooinfttioii i 
y^ I :(f%lue yo^r hsipjpiaess so much bey^d mji 
pwn plqa&ure in your society, that if it k alter al) 
proQpuaced to be safe for Mr. Vegey tp gci, I ivi}) 
not suffer myself to regret your abseace, as it seei»9 
(o me that in your {UFesent. situation your miQ4 
wo^i4 bfB more at ^^^ ia Jr^iand. 

Dft pray endftayoiir tQ ccwpoee your spirit^^ in^ 
ftear frieijd, vikkh I think y^u may, when.yoii 
perfectly cpavin^fs yourself that you k^yi^ aiotliin^ 
to do bjit to follow the path t4iat is chalked out §oir 
you, ifistead .of the perplexity of <>hi3sitig it fof 
yourself. — ^AVith. regaid to Mr. Vesey'a healthy tha 
te3k 19 laore dlffi^l^; but I hope<yo« irill ^dea- 
vour as hv m ppsslhle tQ*<^Qii^ie':yoitr thoughts ta 
the pi*es<$ot iQomerKt, (Lud gi^i^. up^the faAuce, ovet 
which I ^m^ sure yQu are ^eii^ible you hwe* nd 
power, to that gracious Providence, wbkh I trust 
will support you iinder every event. 

Miss Sharpe returned to this place last week, 
and I thank God her health is much better. In 
a walk M'e took the other day she was almost 
drowned and blown away. It was a beautiful 
morning, and we sallied forth, and were a mile 
from home, when the sky loured, and quite a storm 
of wind and rain came on. It acts with particular 
force in this unsheltered country. She hoped to 

secure 
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M^cnte htTS^\{ by an umbrella, but this was' but 
of littte use against the driving M^ind and rain, unr 
less she could have converted it, like a Lapland 
M^tch, into a sieve; We ^'t'ere both very wet, but 
by the precautiofn of changing' our clothes as soon 
as^ we got home, caught no cold ; aiid to Misti 
Sharpe it is quite an adventure to talk of, never,'^ I 
believe, having been wet by a shower of rain be- 
fore. I am going with her next week (t<!^ MilUhiU 
frr about ten days, and we hope to get a- visit from 
you all there. Such a little excursion ^ill be good 
for Mr. Vesey, I should think, and not be too 
milch, fatigue. 

-I pitied your disappointment 4it finding ^th« 
solemn ideas of a convent vanishing before the 
baubles (i{ a ciUzea's boxt Adieii! My a^ec« 
tionate love and best wishes to Mr. -Yesey an4 
Mrs* Handcock. • 






lETTER 
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LETTER CXXII. 



Deal, Orf.'2i2, 1779." 



e ', 



'^ You woulcl sooner have received onr 
thanks, mydearMrsl Vesey, to" our kind friends 
in Boltdn-Rbw, for our two ddightfal breakfasts, 
if my untoward head had not taken advantage of 
these storms to be extremely good for nothing 
almost every day since I saw you. 

In the transport of our pleasure at getting a sight 
of you, MisS Sharpe and I forgot to be very tagrf^ 
as in all reason we had a right to be, in a poitit i& 
which we hold ourselves exceedingly aggrieved and 
injured. If yoii had been equally reserved to oAer 
7)eople, the subject of complaint had been less ; 
but that you should have gone and writ a Pindaric 
Ode, an Ode in Pindar's most sublime and best 
manner ; that you should have given the said Ode 

to f that should have given it to ^ 

and that — — should have read it in an assembly- 
room, to the admiration of all who did understand 
itj aid the astonishment and consternation of all 
wlio did not (you know this was the fate of Mr. 
Grejf's Bard)| and that you should never have 

Qientioned 



mentioned a syllable of it to us, who understand 
Pindar as well at least as one half of the fine ladies 
and gentlemen do who were admitted to hear it^ 
and certainly love you much better,, not only than 
half, but than all of such an assembly, is such an 
unj^alleled -breach of friendship, that it would not 
be credited was it to be put into a note at the hot* 
tpm Off the said Qde,.^ when ft desceadty to future 
^S^' ^.^^i be. prudent i|i yoo^ 1;9 P^^ i^e. h^ 
sendioS R^.? copy. w|th aU^peed; if not,^ I. will 
try my best . eodeayoura to procure it somewhere 
dsey ;9^d tbea, in mere apit^ ai)d, i^evei^ write a 
critique upon it in the true\^Benti€ian< stile. If you 
ever showed it ta.Mrs. Moi>):s^u she has f^^ithfully 
k^pt^yr s^ccft,.if0r I had ^ not my iixteUigeiice from 
her^ «but it earner ^^om a pennon; who read it. 
1 ,1 hepe^Mr. Vesey has preserved. tlie good looks 
l|e:had.tbe lastj;fme I saw him,, and tbalrthe living 
free froapi Ae bustle of a, parHamenl; winter, ancheer- 
^l conrfwt and quiet society, will restore his 
liealth. I Ipng to know the conclusion' of the nc* 
g^ciation ahout tlje house in . Clarges-street, even 
more than* fop the copy oji tj)e Qde,. as. it interests 
Si^!3i;iething of more cousequisrice thau.my curipsity. 
4— ]Nli8s. Sharpe jf^ins jwith. me ia love to 3fou.and 
4pan.A(rSf Handcock. I am sure sha has» remon* 
$tr^e(l agaiiisti.yOtU^/ ][^indaric shyaes;. , Dr. ^nd 
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Mrs. Pennington ar^ with me,' a^rid are much 
your's. 

We are all very quiet at present on the coast. 
Oh that the whole world was as quiet ! and the 
dogs of war chained and muzzled for ever ! JDid 
riot you tell me I was to meet with an Italian tran- 
slation of Antony's speech, in Mr. Sherlock's Let- 
ters? I have gone through them, and have met 
with'no such translation. I thank my stars; for if 
1 had, 1 must have read it, beciiuse you gave me 
ihe book. Adieu, my dear friend. Pray write to 
Biie' v^ry soon. 



' * ' I ■■ ■ p I «« - I ■ .J ■ ■ . . ■ ■ . . . ■ ■ ^ « - r% 
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Deal, Oct..fi% 1779. 

S - 

a » . • . 

People are not usually very eager, my 
dear Mrs. Vesey, to publish any thing derogatory 
to theu- consequence, or painful to their heart ; you 
may therefore rest satisfied that no one will hear 
any thing from me, of what you wish should be 
concealed; whetjier others to whom it was commu- 

' nicated 



Bleated may be equally silent, I know not; but ff 
^6u ever find it mentioned, I beg you will not sup* 
pose that the intelligence comes from me. I cer« 
iainly have no just cause of complaint for your not 
showing me any tiling which you chose to conceal ; 
but I Cannot help feeling the reason you give for it 
very unkind. I had always supposed that the cha- 
racter in which you considered me, was that of one 
of the mo$t affectionate of your friends, and never 
could have guessed that I was ever presented to 
your imagination under the figure of a word-cat* 
cher. X Some people perhaps might feel flattered by 
the compliment of being dreaded, as a formidable 
critic ; but I never yet felt any regard pdud to my 
vanity an equivalent for the least suffering of my 
iieart. — Do not imagine, my dear friend;' that I 
Hm at all angry, I only feel very much hurt. 

I am sorry to find the house in Clarges-street is 
still in suspence. Yet I tbbk you- are perfectly 
right not to urge the affair. Stirely if it lets at 
ninety pound a year, and is to be sold for eight 
hundred, the purchase would be much the best 
bargain. But perhaps I may judge wrong. I find 
you are anxious about the sailing of the fleet ; for 
my own part I think of it no more than if it were a 
nonentity. Every thing has proceeded in such a 
manner that I have scarcely any hopes or fears 

about 
\ 
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about human means, but depend entirely and ab^ 
solutely on a superior assistance. 

1 hear we are to have the Essex Militia quan- 
tered at Dover aad PeaL ^ I feap we shall find 
them but troublesome guests; but it is better to 
be, troubled with pur own people, than with the 
French. Though our own, to say tiuth, are bad 
enough in all reason. There. have been sad disor<- 
ders here lately with , the smugglers ; they hav^ 
killed one poor custom house officer, and dange- 
rously wounded another. The viUaiQs^who did 
this mischief are fled to France, ^ where they may 
be very useful to give our enemies all tlie intelli- 
gence of our coast in their power* Surely if people 
did but consider what a set of wicked . wretchea 
they eucoumge by the • dirty practice of dealing in 
smuggled goods, they would make more conscience 
of it than they do. . 

Miss Sharpe's love attends you and Mrs. Hand- 
cock with my own. I am glad to find Mr. Vesey 
holds out against the drum for Volunteers, My 
best wishes for the improvement which cheerful 
quiet seems to promise in his health. My head is 
quite rebellious and wall only allow me to add hqw 
.jpiuch I am, &c. 



XETTER 
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lETTER CXXIV. 

Deal, Nov. 7, 1779' 

You woiild certainly, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, have received my thanks for your kind 
Letter some days ago, but I have been such a poor 
tvretch, with a slow fever hanging about me, that 
\vriting was such a task as I am sure your affecti- 
onate heart would not have wished to impose on 
me. 1 cannot yet say much for myself, but I will 
endeavour to scratch a few lines, if it be only to 
assure you, what I believe is however quite unne- 
cessary, that I retain, not the least malice ; and 
that your IiCtter has healed the hurt which my 
affection had. suffered fron^ your having expressed 
yourself in a manner which seemed to imply a want 
of confidence in my friendship. 

I should ptty you for being stifled in London 
this delightful weather, if I did not feel that every 
other opportunity of enjoying it may be rendered 
ineffectual by want of health. I long to range the 
fields and breathe the balmy air, and delight in the 
soft sunshine of these last fair autumnal days : but 
so far, from walking, I have been abliged to let 
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Miss Sharpe take the air in her coach with- 
out me this morning. She has had a very bad 
cold, but it is I hope going ofF. Mrs. O'KeefFe 
has- a nervous fever. Poor soul, her health has 
been so miserably harassed by her past misfor- 
tunes*, that it is much to be feared it will never 
he sufficiently recovered to allow her to enjoy her 
present comforts, though she has all the specu- 
lative sense of them imaginable. 

I rejoice to find there is a fair prospect of your 
getting the house in Clarges Street, asf probably 
Mr. Vesey will be pleased with the change. For 
my own part I must always find any house agree- 
able which you inhabit; yet I shall sometimes cast 
a look of regret and tender remembrance on the 
dear green and blue rooms in Bolton-row, where I 
have past so many happy hours of the truest social 
and affectionate friendship with dear Mrs. Hand* 
cock and you. 

I hope you have by this time entirely recovered 
your epidemical cold. The weather at present I 
fear is too ifine and pleasant to be wholesome. I 
have not yet been able to bear a fire in my own 



♦ She was widow of a gentleman who was unfortunately 
killed by a clergyman, in self-defence, at a hotel in Loudon ; 
and at this time she was patronized by Miss Sharpe. 

VOL. IV. R . TQQOL 



^2. 



room, to whicli. I retire de tei]a3 en tema to breath* 
its freshness, after being stilled in every other. 
Adieu ! ray dearest Mrs. Vesey. I depend on your 
promise when you can recover the Ode, which I ; 
will not witbput your consent read in an assQn^Wy , 
room; but. indeed I must sh^w it to JVliss Shaipe, 
as it was from Jier I received all. my.intelligeQce 
about it. Have you heard any thing lately of 
]Mrs. Henry? I fear alas she is no better, or surely ^ 
knowing,the.,dQl^t it would bq to ni|^ ta heaf it, 
she would have written. 



LETTER CXXV. 

Deal, Nw. 20„ 177»^ 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dear Mrs. 
Vjesey, for your charming Ode, which br/eaUves all 
ti\e spirit of that wild unf^tterec) genius of. poetry, 
that transport3 the imagination, and touches the 
heart with a power unattainable by scientific rules, 
and cold correctness. Every affection vibrates with . 
sympathetic harmony to notes which are tuned to 
thc^.g^ube idlings of the souL Indeed I am 

quite 
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quite enchanted with this beautiful elegy, and Ibng. 
for the hout of breakfast, to communicate ' the. 
pleasure of it to Miss Sharpe *. 

Alas ! my dear Mrs. Vesey, what a w6rld i^ this ! 
Your- heart, w»hich would'^I ahi sure naturklly* 'de- 
light in the applause 'of a frierid, whom', so niwoi'f 
years* experience must have cdrivinced youis'ncr 
ftatterer, is now cold and insensible to every thing- 
but the danger of your niece. G(>d grant' you may* 
receive a better account of her. You do not rmik? 
which of your nieces it is, pray mention 'it irt yoUr^ 
next, and 'I beg you will Writers soon! 'as you hear* 
any com^fortabl^ xiews; indeed' an^'ne#% kt a!l, If 
good, that I may rejoice with yoii, if not'what yoit' 
wish, thit'I may sytnj>athii:e in' your sorrows. 

Miss Sharps has 'Wept me bVer the^t^a table be- 
yond all '^bounds o^ pktiehcej and whfen I tirged 
her to begins' snubbed me, arid asked, htiv I sx^p'- 
f)6sed she could ^think of her bi'eakfest ivhile she 
w^iLsregkUrig dti your^ Ode: : She' ^desii*es 'me to tell 



«j:i 



* The •* Ode to Humanity/* which was supposed from many 
circumstances to have been the Poem in question, and was 
therefoife addted W'the'secbrid volbmeof ■ tlie'^fifet'editibn of 
tliese tetters: -wa^ aftehvards'Ydund^ to l!i8tte''been wiltten by 
tlanjghfotfleV kfxd published imoii^ hisWbrfci; til this edition 
it is omitted ; and the error was acknowledged as soon a^^di$n 
covered, in a Letter printed in the Supplement to the Gentle* 
man's Ma^zine for December 1808. 
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you with her love, that she hates you mortally, for 
your iateation of concealing it from us. She 
thanks you however for your Letter, which she will 
answer as soon as she can. But indeed she is not 
well. In truth we are both but poor ineffective ani- 
mals. My little girl * too has been taken ill with 
the rheumatism in her head, she has got well of 
that, and now has got a bad cold that is very heavy 
and uncomfortable. She is in my room, poor 
thing, trying to play with her brother, ai^d-they are 
calling me off every minute to attend to them, and 
I am too dutiful an aunt not to obey their sum- 
mons. I had a Letter last Post from Mrs. Henry, 
in which she gives me the same accwmt she gave 
you. As the disorder is not cancerous I hope it 
may be removed I rejoice to find she is freed 
from the apprehensions of so terrible a calamity. 
You will be plei^ed that Miss Shaxpe and I agreed 
at being particularly struck with the same passages 
in your very charming poem. Love and best wishes 
to Mrs. Handcock and Mr. Vesey, Adieu ; my 
dear friend. God for ever bless you. 

* Her youBg^ niece and namesake, daugbter of tte Rev 
Henry Carter, who then lived with ,her. She afterwards niar« 
fied the Rev. Wiliiam Palmer, and is, dead, leaving lour chil** 
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LETTER CXXVL 



Deal, Dec. 5, 1779.' 

Wht were you not with nie, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, when I longed for you to partake an 
entertaiament, which I think you w^ould have en* 
joyed with rapture. After all our late storms an<J 
deluges,^ this morning arose calm, and unclouded, 
and I could not help stepping out to take a full sur- 
vey of it. The " Firmament glowed with living 
sapphires/' and the soft splendour of a waning 
moon glimmered on the waves. I was at one mo- 
ment soothed by the solemn song of the owl, and 
the gentle murmur of the peaceful tide : and at 
another I was enlivened by the cheerful crowing 
of the cock. All this I enjoyed in the most per- 
fect solitude uninterrupted by any human appear- 
ance, or any human sound, but the glad voice of a 
distant sentinel, proclaiming that " All was well.** 
My mind was calm, my spirits elevated, and my 
heart glowed with all that delightful warmth of 
gratitude which is so naturally felt from an enjoy- 
ment so innocent, so unmixed. Very great reason 
indeed have I to be thankful at my age, to have 

my 
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my imagination just as lively and capable of the 
most vivid impressions, as it was in the gayest sea- 
son of youth. 

But it is high time for me to thank you for your 
very kind Letter, and your intelligence of a world, 
very different from that which I have just been en^ 
joying : as different as the wisdom and goodness of 
.God, from thq folly and wickedness of man. Yet 
it is a world through which we must make our way 
as well as we can, and endeavour from an obser* 
vation of the miserable effects of the wrong con- 
,duct of others, to correct and improve our own. I 
coilld not help feeing shocked by the awful stroke 
that hurried poor Lord Lyttelton from such a dread- 
ful state of impreparation, and I was much touched 
by your charitable and tender reflexions on it. Is 
there any truth in what the Papers report qf what 
Lord Abingdon said about Lord Lyttelton ? Adieu ! 
|D^ dear friend, let me hear from you very soon. 
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LETTER CXXVII. 

Deal, Dec. I5, 1779. 

You were very good, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
in giv'ing me a tr^ie account of the illness of our dear 
frit nd, and preventing any more alarming relation 
wl/ch I might receive of it. God be thanked, by a 
Letter which I received from herself tliis Post, she 
tells m^ be is finely recovered, on which I con- 
ctatulate you and myself. It is much less alarming 
that tlis attack was of an epidemical kind, than if 
it had been her constitutional disorder ; but all at- 
tacks are bad for her at the beginning of a winter, 
which no persuasion nor even ill health can make 
her sp^nd in a quiet way ; nor if we consider the 
weakness of human nature is it much to be won- 
dered at; courted, caressed^ and admired as she 
jsjn all circles, her brilliant wit, her enchanting 
conversation, makes her besought by all ; and it is 
too much to expect she should resist such tempta- 
tion, tiierefore we»who.love hnr, can only wish her 
better health to bear the the fatigue *. 

* It is sufficiefktly obvious that this character belongs to 
Mrs. Montagu, 

We 



S48 

We have received a very circumstantial and au- 
thentic account of Lord Lyttelton's dream * which 
you mention. Through all the affectation of disre- 
garding it, it appeared plainly that it had made a 
strong impression on his mind, though not in such 
a way as seemed to be made for his benefit, or he 
would have made a different kind of preparation 
f(jr the event. Whether the prediction, and its con- 
sequence, was or was not a mere coincidence, I do 
not pretend to decide. But to those who consider it 
as a warning, it must be a strong testimony of the 
truth of — " If they hear not Moses and the pro- 
phets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead/* 

Miss Sharpe desires I will tell you with her love 
that she will never forgive you. I hope you will 
soon meet and fight out your quarrel, and then 
shake hands and be friends. I am very impatient 
to know what has been done for Ireland, and 
whether the proposals on this side of the water are 
likely to be accepted on the other, I am far from 
having any wish for the recovery of America ; but 
a breach vv ith Ireland in of much more important 
conseqqence as a national object, and very inter- 
esting to me, who am so gi*eatly obliged, and so 

♦ The HreMm which preceded the death of Thomas Lord 
X/ytteltun, the circumstances of which are well known, 

bappy 
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happy in the friendship of so many amiable 
Irish. 

I should ha\re thanked you sooner for your very 
kind Letter, but indeed my head has been griev- 
ously bad. Yesterday it was rather better, but is 
beginning its usual tricks to day ; but I would not 
any longer defer writing, as it may probably be to- 
morrow too bad to allow me to hold a pen. My 
love to dear Mrs. Handcock, I hope she is prepar* 
ing kindly to furnish her cannister with such tea as 
nobody canjdrink but her tasteless friend. Adieu^ 
my dear friend, God grant us all a happy meeting 
soon after Christmas. I hope Mr. Vesey finds 
himself so much the better for a quiet life on this 
side the water, that he does not regret the prescript 
tion of his physician : and if he is pleased I know 
you are happy, so I hope to meet you in good 
}m\\h and spirits* Heaven bless you* 
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LETTER CXXIX. 

Stoi^rhead, May 26, 1780. 

I 

J^EFi HA PS, my dear Mrs. Vesey, you 
\A\ fete glsRi 'to *h6ar how your friends proceed in 
•Ihefir little excurdibit. You are so well acquainted 
ivilh the country through which we have passed, 
*&t6kt you-fean receive ho rnformatioh from 'me. As 
-Miss Sharpc had a cold, which requited some car^, 
4re staid two nights kt Salisbury, which gave u's 
time to see Stonehenge. Never did I p^ss nitiB 
tai}6s<!rt^ s(o dull a road as ted to it Whert we camb 
^ It, It bloudy sky lowered over this grey monument 
«of 1^1^ ti^b^rous ^vbrship of T>iir British aiicestors, 
and rendered the view more chilling and gloomy 
than any thing you can conceive. It was impossible 
not to be strongly impressed with joy and gratitude 
in forming a comparison between this rude pile, 
the heavy labour of an uncultivated people, and the 
beauties of Salisbury Cathedral, decorated by all 
the arts of polished life. The difference of their 
destination afforded a more important and awful 
subject. The one, dedicated to the dark and in- 
human demons of savage superstition, recalled the 
horrid ideas of wicker cages and flaming victims ; 

while 



white the Christian Temple presented to the mind 
the delightful image of a sanctuary appropriated to 
the devotion inspired by the pure light and gentle 
spirit of true religion *. 

We are now at Stourhead, and have been driv- 
ing all round the territory this morning, and are 
now wishing for fair weather to walk in the gardens 
in the afternoon. To-morrow we hope to reach 
Bath, where we propose to spend Sunday, and 
hope to rcach my brother s dn Berkshire on Tues- 
day. On the Tuesday following we propose to 
•have the pleasure and happiness of dining with 
you. If any thing unexpected prevents ns, you 
shall hear from me again, otherwise you may de- 
pend on U6, as we do upon you, for surely you 
will 00t€lip thwughour fingers, and fly to Ireland, 
to avoid being eat up 'by four hungry travellers. 
We all join in affectionate love to yourself and 
Mrs, Handcock, and kind remembrance to Mr, 
Vcsey. AdieU; my dear friend. 

♦ The editor had the pleasure ant) advantage of being one^jf 
^}P f^rty in this t^wii", 
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LETTER CXXX. 



Wittenham*, June ^IJSO^ 

Indeed, my dear Mrs. Vesey^ I never 
heard that Princess Deskaw, since her overturning 
the throne oi an Emperor, viras ever guilty of a 
urorse thing than the injury she lately did to a 
private gentlewoman^ by shortening your Letter. 
One might fill up a half sentence from a common 
correspondent, one of your every day writers ; but 
such fragments as your's can be finished only by 
yourself. A stone mason would make a wrctched 
supply of the mutilation of an antique statue. I 
thank you for wishing me at the Temple of Jupiter 
Ammon; but I have no ambition to end my journey- 
ings, in remaining a mummy in the plains of 
Lybia. 

We are extremely obliged to you for your kind 
invitation, and I particularly thank you for your 
proposals of sending for Dr. and Mrs. Douglas, as 

• The living on which Mr. Henry Carter resided, near 
1iV«liingford, in Berkshire. 

it 
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it is the only chance I can have of seeilig them. I 
rejoice in Lady Dartrey's good spiritSj and in the 
cause of them* If four is a convenient hour ibr 
you^ it will be perfectly so to us, and if you do not 
grow tired of us, we may continue the evening with 
you, unless you are engaged to plot revolutions and 
conspiracies with princesses. 

Miss Cooper dined with us at Bath. X think 
she looks better, and I hope is better, than she 
was last jean We had likewbe a glimpse of Lad^ 
Spencer. Mr. and Mrs. Thrale we saw, and Eve- 
lina, who is with them, and has a very pleasing 
and prepossessing appearance. We went from' 
JBath to Cirencester, through such a road as none 
of us wish to travel again. Surely of all dull 
countries, Gloucestershire is the very dullest*. 
We were very glad to exchange it on Tuesday even- 
ing for this place, which is situated in the pleasant- 
est part of Berkshire. I climbed a high shady hill 
this morning, from whence I had a delightful view' 
of the Isis, watering the meadows, and stealing 
through the trees, in a most -charming Valley below,* 
It joins the Tame at a very abort distance from iny 

• If shonM be observed, however, tfcAt Mrs. Carter saW no 
fnrt of this beautiful cotinty, b\ii the Bath road on the edge* 
<«Fth^WoUs. ' '^ 
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ttrothiftf^s'bbtise/ which is most? pleasanftly situated*^ 
Dinner summbns.me, so I can only add, Our kindest 
Idre and'c6TnpHments-to.all ourfriendi in Glarges-^ 
alreiet/ Adieu,^ nniydear friend, jusqu-aia rcvoin. 



LETTER CXXXL 

'■• ' •• ■ ' Deal, Jtine ia, 17^0. 



Our dear Miss Sharpe informed you how 
▼eiylittle cap^le I was of writings mydearMrs^ 
Vesey, for , some time j^fter qiy.return. I ani but 
just returning to my usual state, which is ease f^nd 
health, compared with what I have lately felt. It 
is.very whQlesome for o^jie's mind, I believe, .de 
terns en tem& to be awakened to a due sense of gra- 
tjtudefor the^^sing of eyen tolerable^ health, by, 
i^iteryalfl of extraordinary ,4^^ees-of ,sufFef.iiJg. 
I /Wre left^rOu ij3^.tbe^midst,.of s,vun,rner,and;d^lightfui 

warni.weathj^, rJ)W^;fQidin4o^:i^^^ ^nda j^fpvember 
skyjattl^is p]afCe,;T^eeftst^wiad grows jp[iprefifid.m9rci; 
ill-natured as one draws "near the sea shore : and 

This is also classic ground, for the junction of thQ^Tafpe^witb^ 
ttra IsU^intg out this place as the scene of the loyes of Henry 
ftud Emma in Prior's '^ Nutbrowu Maid.'* 

we 
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wc have had it in high sullen perfection ev^* since, 
I .came home; but ill »s I was, it?, frowns were, 
hut a trifling drawback to the pleasure^ I found at 
b^ing again J in my own quiet abpde. 

You h^ve be^niyery hard-hearted iq never giving- 
us any account either, of jour^eif, o^ of the state of* 
public affairs, in so very critical a : situation. The . 
ti^mults* we fin^, by the information of the news-, 
papers, are happily, quieted ; but whether you are ^ 
p^lanning fairy cab^^ets in Clarges^Street, or climb- 
ing, the cliffs J of Ifennxanmiiur, or crossing St. . 
Gporge's Channel,, ne^thef ypu • pqr any body eUe, ^ 
h^s given us the least intimation. My patience is 
at length exhausted, . and , I can no. lopger forbear , 
making some . enquiry afte^ you... Do. pray, my. 
d^ Mra., Vesey, let meknow.wh^eyoM are, and ^ 
whither you are going, for I cannot bear to be in ; 
fiujcji utter ignor^c€(. about you. 

I wishj you hadj. .bee^n, hejce, for, we , haye. ha(J *.. 
gpjectacle that would ; have charfloed yoiip im^giqi^^ j 
tion and pained: your heaxt . Cfipt Ppwnpl, Cp^l- . 
mffldcr of the AfipH^r ^^ lately killed in an en- . 
gagementjwith a.,Fi:ench frig^fe,. His body w^s . 
yesterday morning brought on, shore* with evpry , 
circumstance pf military honour. The, procefsipii 

•I .w . , I 

■*i ;Tbe disg]:ac^i)l fioU in JUo^i^ioi^ at t)^ Um«, ^at too welt , 
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of the boats on a calm sea, formed a very striking 
object. The foremost, with a drooping pendant 
half lowered, contained the coffin. It was fol- 
lowed by another, with the officers of the Apollo. 
In the third was the Admiral, with the flag, and 
three more followed with other attendants. The 
rowers were all in white with black caps, and the 
officers witli black crapes round their arms. A 
ifouble row of soldiers stood on the beach, and 
through them the corpse was to pass. There is no 
describing to you the moment of their landing. - 
The solemn intervals of the minute guns, tlie lan- 
guid dashing of the oars, the melancholy murmur • 
of the surge on shore, the pausing beat of the 
drum, and the mournful strains of the dead march, 
formed one of the most pathetic concerts I' ever 
heard.* ~^ ' 

What rendered this ceremony much the more 
affecting; was the very good' character ' of Captain 
Pownal, who wis extremelv beloved.* We sa\V 
some of his officers in tears,' and it fs said td* hav^ 
been the Case of his whole' ship's company. He 
has left an orphan daughter' abbut sixteen. We 
have an assetfibly here; atid yesterday wAs the 
pfbper day for it. The officers both 6{ stia and 
land sent to the master of the ceremonies to let 
hrm know that hone- of th<!sm fcould tbii>k of going 
on that day ; so it was put off. — Such an instance 

6 * <4. 
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of feeling and decency is quite exemplary, in aii 
age when they so seldom interfere with any scheme 
of diversion. The coffin is lodged for the present 
at the Naval Office here, in a room hung rourid 
with ensigns for its reception, till orders are received 

from the fiLmily where it is to be interred. 

I i ' '.'■ ' ■ ■■ . 

So sleep the brave, who sink to rest, '^ 

With all their Country's wishes blest ! 

CoJLLIKStf 

J . Dof pray write to me soon, for I am very anxious 
^T . 3pme . account of you and your . intentions, 
Adieui Heav^ bless and keep you. 
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LETTER CXXXII. 



^^ 



Deal, June 24, 1780« 



" ' Though you tell me, my dear friend, 

that Mr. Vesey has taken a resolution of going to 
Ireland next week, there is something in your 
tetter that does not look as if you believed any 
VOL. IV. ^ such 
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l^uch resolution would take place. It may seem 
strange to tell you, but yet I wish it may.- For to 
say truth, it is painful to me in an extreme degree 
to think from week to week you are going. Whea 
once you are fairly gone I shall feel very diflferentlyi 
and please myself with the hopes of your speedily 
coming back again. I do not indeed much like 
the distance when 

** Alps rise between us, and whole oceans roll." 

But you have so oftefi dfossed that ocean, and 
climbed those alps, to r^ach the friends whi6 are so 
impatient to see you, that on reflexion they dwindle 
to rivulets and hillocks: and after all, when I am 
on the Kentish coast, it is, for all purposes of con- 
versing with you, just the same, whether you are 
at' Lucan of in Clarges-street. AH I hope is, if 
you go, you will not fail to hasten to us by the 
time winter evenings become social, and that I 
shall find you in Clarges-street when I return 
there. 

I certainly agree most perfectly with you on the 
excellency of the King s speech. His whole beha- 
viour, during the late transactions, will, I should 
hope, convince all unprejudiced people of the inno- 
cence and uprightness of his intentions. I trurt 
th« fears which you mention ai a repetition of the 

lato 
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llsttfe dregldful and melancholy outfaces, are Without 
foundation. Perhaps the magistrates have by thia 
time safficiently recovei*ed their senses to consider 
the duties of their office ; and it is to be hojpedj 
that if any new tumults should arisd, th6y are pre-^ 
pared for that exertion of the civil power, which, 
as there is every reason to suppose, if it had been 
duly applied, might have been sufficient tp tjuell 
the undisciplined violence of a wretched rabble^ 
without the necessity of a military assistance. 

If you really do go to Ireland, I hope you will 
let me hear from you on the road as often as you 
can, and do not feel too much fatigued to write 
without difficulty. One should be apt to pity a 
common traveller for going so often for such a long 
journey over the same ground. But an imagination 
like your's has the power of placing the same object^ 
in so many diffisrent points of view, and by the 
force of fancy so diversifying every hill ani^ dale, 
that they can never lose their novelty. 
, Miss Sharpe left Deal yesterday morning, and 
IS, I hope, now enjoying this delightful twilight in 
some favourite spot at Mill-hill. I wish she may 
catch though it be but a glimpse of you^ when she 
comes to town^ which she talked of doing for a fevy 
hours early in the next week. My love to Mrs* 
Handcock, and kind compliments to Mr. Vesey. 
I wish most heartily he would be decided one way 

s S or 
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W the other. I yv^& so anxious dhout you that I 
determined to write this Post, though it is literally 
with oiy poor head on' a pillow. Cxood night. 
God t)less you and preserve you, whatever your 
destioatjiqn qiay be. 



LETTER CXXXIIL 

Deal, JulifiS, 17S0. 

■ • 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my deaf 
friend, for the delightful hopes you give me for 
next wihferi The fewer winters we have to pass 
beneath the skies, the* more we wish for the com- 
pany of every friend that helps to cheer their gloomy 
hours, and enliven and supply their want of sun^- 
shine. It h happy when amidst the gayest flowers, 
the bright days, and the sportive zephyrs of youth, 
bne has made a provision of such pleasures as will 
enliven and warm the heart, and prevent it sinking 
iihder the clouded sky, the chilling blast, and faded 
landscape of declining age *. Such, my dear Mrs. 

* « 

« So also thoiightthe wisest of men.— See Eccles. xit. I. ' 

• Vesey, 
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Vcsey, let me hope has been cuif fete; wie ml 
therefore look forward with delight and pleasure to 
the winter which may yet be spared us ; enjoying 
with thankfulness the blessings we still possess, nor 
once repine at the gayer scenes that are gone by. 

I can easily imagine your feelings at the breaking 
up of a party, so soon to be dissipated to all 
quarters of the globe, and with so little probability 
of reuniting again upon its surface. This is a very 
unpleasant thought, even where only the imagina-* 
tion and the general feelings of humanity are con- 
cerned. Whenever it strikes across the heart • 

the only comfort is, that separation is a word un- 
known in the vocabulary of that country, to which, 
in aid of our: duty, our tenderest affections should 
excite our wishes ; for there the blessed meet to* 
part no more. 

I am glad the Sunning-hill waters are thought 
good for and necessary to Mr. Vesey, for I think 
your imagination must wander wnth great delight 
through the solemn scenes of Windsor Forest, and 
lose itself in the days of chivalry, while you are 
contemplating the Gothic grandeur of the Castle. 
I never enter it without expecting to see troops of 
armed knights and bevies of fine ladies. Are you 
not always vexed by the confusion of ideas one feels 
on seeing King William looking so sedentary and 
modern ? I have a ^reat respect for King William^ 

and 
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and think he was a real hero ; but he was not a 
Gothic hero, and he looks misplaced at the upper 
end of St. George's Hall * 

I lately had some conversation with two persons 
%vho knew Mr. Bruce at Algiers, and were in his 
house. Tbey both declared they had seen him 
draw very finely f. Mr. Bruce is nothing to you 
or me, but principles of common justice and huma^ 
njty will give us both great pleasure in being able 
to confute a slander. Neither the gentleman nor 
lady from whom I had my intelligence spoke of 
him with any degree of that partiality which might 
have helped to blind their judgment 

I am sorry, both for Miss Sharpe's sake and 
your's, that you did not meet when she was in 
town; however, I hope the loss will be repaired 
many times in the winter. I expect she will return 

^ Here, as well as in several other places, there is a passage 
scratched out with very different coloured and nnuch blacker 
ipk, which seems to ascertain the fact that Mrs. Carter had 
looked over these Letters, and thinking they migjit be published 
afterwards, had erased what she did not chytse should appear. 

t In this assertion there seems to be a mistake, either on 
(he part of Mrs. Carter or of the gentleman and lady alludej 
to. The Editor kiipws them w^U, and has ^rery often heard 
them bay, tl^at they had seen very fine drawings on his table, 
both finished and unfinished, but that they had never seen him 
actually employed upon them ; but subsequent accounts ^lavc 
^i^ch tended to establish A^r. Bruce'^ veracity, 
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to me in abgut a fortnight. My best wishes to Mr. 
Vesey for the success of the waters. My love to 
dear Mrs. Handcock, and tell her from me she is 
^ very wretch, for not one kind word did she seod 
me in your last Latter. God bless you, my degur 
friend. 



LETTER CXXXIV; . 

Deal, Aug. 14, 1780,, 

How have you fared, my dear Mrs, 
Vesey, in the last week of outrageous tempests? 
1 hope you have suffered no worse inconvenience 
than the interruption of your rambles and your 
concern for the harvest. We have now more 
prosperous days, and I hope no great mischief has 
been done, except to the hops, which are of much 
less consequence than other productions. Every 
stream can furnish people with drink, but it is not 
so easy to supply them with bread. 

It has been very unpleasant to me that I have so 
jLon^ deferred thankiqg you for % very kind and 

entertaining 
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entertaining Letter, but indeed I have not been 

well, though it is diiBcult for me to tell what I have 

allied. It is, besides my usual proportion of head- 

ach, a general weakness and languor, which renders 

any exertion cither of body or mind extremely 

painful, and in good degree impracticable to me. 

And this you will easily believe when I tell you 

this Letter was begun nearly a week ago ; but 

indeed I have been unable to hold a pen, and I 

know your affectionate heart will plead my excuse. 

I would impute it to the heat of the weather, which 

is as sultry now as it was boisterous a fortnight ago, 

and of which I hear people complain ; but I do 

not feel the v^eatlier so disagreeably hot. Sitting 

at my delightful window, fanned by the fresh 

breezes, and looking on the cool expanse of the 

ocean, I feel no inconvenience either from the 

': scorching sun or dusty earth. From the incapacity 

of moving up and down with the freedom and 

activity I could wish, I ought to be very cheerful 

in the power of enjoying my situation while I sit 

still ; and in the disposition, of my mind I hope I 

am so, though I "^wmot prevent the animal ira- 

pression of my present torpid state. 

I am glad Mr. Vesey finds reason to be pleased 
with the Sunning-hill waters. 1 hope the prospect 
•of his improving health will gke you spirits, and 
allow you to feel the perfect enjoyment of your 

situation. 
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situation. Wbi,le yqfu are reppsing during' the 
sultry hours l^eneath the romantic shadcfs of 
Windsor, how could 1 wish to parjake your reve- 
ries, while you are conjuring up.tl^ {^ntcrnis of 
Gothic times, and losing all modern transactioiis 
an^ic|«t the adventure^ of chivalry. Imagination is 
a capricious rover> fond: of every object that carries 
it out of the track of daily and familiar occurrences* 
It loves, to traverse the pathless desart and eil* 
chanted forest, to roam amidst the wilds of un-» 
cultivated nature, and to amiise itself with the ek* 
travagant effects of untutored passions. But while 
we listen to the entertaining relations of the sportive 
i/^anderer, let our reason, my dear friend, teach us 
to be thankful for the blessings of living under the 
security of civil government, amidst the illumina- 
tions of intellectual improvement, and the gentle 
endearments of regulated society and polished life. 

Miss Sharpe desires her love to you and dear 
Mrs. Handcock. She looks well and is in very 
good spirits, but is sadly teized by a pain in her 
•side arid palpitations at her heart ; she is ordered 
to ride, and has accordingly begun : I hope it will 
do her good. Miss Beauvoir * is at present staymg 

with 

* Daughter to Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Beauvoir, who became 
Miss Sharpc's first husband, bke married William Hammond, 

Esq. 
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with hen She is come to Deal for the benefit of 
dea-bathing for a complaint in her head, which 
makes her suffer very much. It is to be hoped 
she will get the' better of it^ as it very much affects 
her looks. 

Lady Mornington has been so good as to call on 
me two or three times. I certainly do honour her 
very much for having a greatness of mind superior 
to the litdeness of pride. She has been very much 
engaged since she has been here with dear Lady 
Lothian, who has been very ill indeed. God be 
thanked, she is now better. Her present situation 
gives one hope that her health may mend after it is 
over, or the state in which she now is would be 
very alarming. May God preserve a life so in- 
estimable to her family, and so exemplary to the 
world ! 

Why did you not name in what part of Sunning- 
hill the spot which you so charmingly describe is 
situated, that I might try to recollect it I think 
the change 6f the house where Mrs. Montagu 
lodged must be greatly to it's advantage. It couM 
never look well but in a ruin. Pray writp sooOf 
God bless you, my dear friend. 

Esq. of St Alban's Court, in East Kent, who, in consequence 
«£ that connection, has succeeded to . the chief par| of Miss 
Sharpe's property. 



LETTE 



'I 



267 



LETTER CXXXV. 

Deal, Oct. 7, 178Q, 

Though Mr. Vesey's suj6ferings from the 
gout have been very grievous both to him and you, 
yet it seems to be so critical a symptom in his 
favour that I hope, my dear Mrs. Ves^y, you will 
both find yourselves repaid by a comfortable amend- 
ment in his general health. 

Indeed I perfectly enter into the disappointment 
of all your fairy visions in Clarges-strcet. Is there 
1)0 inspiring the prosaic head, nor mollifying the 
obdurate heart, of Dr. Rycroft? If there was any 
danger of bi^ being dfsprived of the light of the 
worky*day 3un, merely to afford you a romantic 
view of the moon, one knows not how to b}ame 
him ; but in any other case he seems to have iicted 
a very unneighbourly part. Miss Sharpe is gone 
to Mill -hill for a month, so it it probable she may 
}}e 80 happy as to see you before her return. She 
is by no means well, and I wish her to make some 
excursions, but she says her spirits are not equal 
to it She is but a poor creature at best, and all 
unfortunately owing to wrong treatment, or more 

properly 
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properly speaking, to too much care having been 
taken of her in her childhood, when the wind of 
heaven was not suffered to blow on her, for fear 
she should catch cold. Poor thing! she is now 
folly sensible of the harm it has done her, and 
tries all in her pdwer to counteract it ; but alas, I 
fear it will be in vain, and that she will ever remain 
of the same delicate constitution which her parents, 
not nature, gave her. 

I have no very good account to give of myself, 
for indeed niy wretched head has been very bad ; 
and you will easily guess how my spirits must have 
been affected by the death of sweet Lady Lothian. 
Her virtues were universally acknowledged, but 
only those with whom she conversed without reserve 
could perfectly discover the sanctity of those prin- 
ciples from which they flowed. It was these which 
rendered her superior to all the temptations of 
youth, beauty, and exalted rank, refined her soul 
from the dross of folly, and preserved it pure 
amongst the infection of a gay deceitful world* 

Alma beatt, i bella, ' 

Vatteae m pace^omai 

Delia tua yirti^ ajgodcr il preniio eterno ! 



» ^ 



If this rainy ni^eathec cop^iw?^ I ima^pe Mr* 

Vesey wilUoon think pf mavj^g tQ.W^'n: Wt^erei^er 

:• vott 
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you are, 1 hope soon to have the pleasure of hear- 
ing from you. And pray be so good as to explaia 
to me the passage in your Letter about the post^ 
for it is at present aS dark as an oracle — or as a 
G azette ! 

Lady Mornington left Deal about a fortnight 
ago. She has left Lady Mary Wellesley behind 
to continue bathing, which seems to have done her 
much good: I hope .^he is even better than whea 
Lady Mornington went. Lord Lothian, I hear, 
is gone out of town : I hope he feels his. loss as he 
ought, for she was an angel. I long to know 
something certain about the poor dear children. 
My most kind remembrance to. Mr. Vesey and 
Mrs. Handcock. I hope the former will nurse and 
make much of his gout, for though a very trouble* 
some companion, I am assured it is often a ver^ 
salutary one. Bon soir, ma chere amie. 



LETTER 
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Letter cxxxvi. 

Bath, Nov. 11, 178d 

You will I know, my dear Mrs; Vesey^ 
be glad to hear that your friends are safely arrived 
at the end of their journey, which was indeed very 
pleasant, for we flew with as swift and steady a 
pace as if wc had been conveyed in the chariot of 
the sun. The weather yesterday was delightful, 
and every landscape appeared in its highest beauty. 
I never saw the colouring of the woods wear a more 
picturesque appearance* We were all particularly 
charmed with Lord Aylesbury's park, which much 
more resembles an old romantic forest than aily 
artificial plantation *. If it had belonged to any 
of us, we should certainly have spent a good part 
of the estate in building a Gothic castle in the midst 
of the wildest part. Perhaps sucli a castle there 
may be, for we saw no dwelling. If dear Mis^ 

* Mrs. Carter appears to have mistaken Marlborotigh, of 
more properly, Savernake Forest, through a corner of which 
the Bath road runs, for Lord Aylesbury's park at Tottenham, 
which is adjoining to it.^ Unless the Editor mistakes, there is* 
A distant view of the hoftse thrmigh a ri^iiag of the forest. 

Sharped 



Sharpe's health had been more comfortable, out 
journey would have been fi[uite an excursion of 
pleasure. She and the rest of our party join in 
love to you aod Mrs, Haudcock, and best wishes 
to Mr. Vesey. 

Mrs. Montagu called on us this morning. She 
has had a little cold, but I think she looks much 
better than she did last win ten Whai you see 
Lady Dartrey and Mrs. Dunbar be so good as to 
tell thecn I will write soon; but my head will not 
allow me to write much at a time, though I could 
not help saying a word or two to you, who are a 
poor prisoner. Miss Sharpe, I thank Qod, is not 
the worse for her journey, and I hope will soon be 
the better for the waters. If you have a spare 
half hour, do wTite tD me; it will be a great 
comfort to me to hear a. better account of you and 
your proceedings. God bless you. 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 

• « 

Bennet Street, Bath, Kov. 27, 1780. 

» ; • . 

Besides the pl^afeute * which a Letter 
frbm you, my dear friend, aWa^S' gives trie, your 
last was most particulariytigreeable' to' me, as a 
proof that y^ur heart w^b iinoreiatease than it has 
been for some time past, • and I rejoice beyond 
measure at it. Indeed from every account % have 
lately heard o Mr. Vesey, • his health is wonder-* 
fully mended, and affords a prospect, with a com^ 
monly prudent degree of caution, of several years 
of comfortable life, which God send him, ai& it 
will add so essentially to your comfort. £y the 
time we meet I hope he will have sufficiently reco- 
vered his strength and spirits to enjoy every real 
pleasure of society. 

Miss Sharpe has had too little trial of the waters 
to decide whether they have done her any good, nor 
can one even form a judgment whether they agree 
with her, as a feverish cold has prevented her for 
the last ten days from drinking them. I can give 
you no account of the transactions of Bath, for 
we live as much out of the crowd, if there is a 
. .. . ^ 6 crowed 
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erowdj a$ if we were in some retired country village. 
All we see of the Bath world is at the pump-room, 
where we have scarce seen a single person that any 
of us knows, or of whose name we ever heard* 

A few mornings ago, however, I was most agree- 
ably surprized by meeting Miss More *, whom I 
rejoiced to see, not only on those accounts on which 
one must always be glad to meet so every way a 
delightful person, but as a human creature, with 
whom I could hold some conversation, which had 
not happened to me before. But all human plea- 
sures are transient, for to my sorrow she did not 
make any stay here ; however, she and her sister 
past one afternoon with us, and we are to visit 
them at Bristol, if Miss Sharpe gets well enough 
to bear the excursion before Miss More leaves it 
for London. , 

Mrs. Montagu continues delightfully well, an I 
J hope will lay in a stock of health sufficient wO 
defray the expences of the winter, aad to satisfy^ 
the wishes of all her friends. Alas, if her friends 
alone were concerned, her strength and spirits may 
be reasonably hoped to suffice them, for those who 
tjruly love her would never wish her to exert either 

* Mrs. li^nnah More, to whom the world is obliged for 
many years of unremitted attentions to its truest interests; 
fyr instruction conveyed in its most elegant and pleasing form, 
^nd for an example of singular gentleness, piety^ and virtue, 

roj:., IV. T beyond 
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beyond the proper botinds i but the demands of 
(he world on her talents are unmerciful, and the 
constitution of a Hercules would be insufficient to 
answer them. 

Miss Cooper has descended from her mountain, 
and got a little more within our reach. Her health 
is much as it has been for some time, and we must 
content ourselves with its not growing worse; I 
fear indeed there is very little prospect of its be« 
coming better. Will you be so kind as to send the 
enclosed to Lady Dartrey. All this party join in 
love and best wishes te their friends in Claf^es 
StJre '.L Adieu, my dear friend. 



XETTER CXXXVm. 

Bath, Dec. 23, 1780. 

How kind it was in you, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, to allot any of your few minutes of leisure 
to give me the pleasure of hearing from you. Your 
present solitary confinement will I hope soon be 
rewarded by such a recovery of jrour patient a^ 

will 
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will enable him to shate with you In all the pleasures 
and delights of society. I have long kno^h you^ 
my dear friend, in much more amusing situations 
than that which has engaged you for some time 
past, but in none wherein you have appeared so 
truly respectable and amiable as in so unwearied 
an application to so melancholy a duty. When 
you see Mr. Vesey again restored to eaise and' 
society, with what pleasure you will then reflect 
on all the hours you have spent in contributing to 
his recovery ! 

I wish I could contradict the report you have 
heard of us, but indeed I cannot yet flatter myself 
that my patient gains any ground. Her head is I 
hope better, but the pain in her side is much the 
same, and upon the whole I do not see much dif- 
ference. I do not know how much longer we shall 
remain here, but I reconimend giving the waters a 
fair trial. 

It gives me very sincere pleasure to find tlmt a 
certain friend of your's has forsaken the path of 
error and darkness, and returned to daylight and 
a strait road. She has, I am informed, behaved 
on a certain occasion in a manner Mrorthy of the 
litest principles, and avoided every little dirty arti*- 
fice, which a cunning schemer might have judged 
itonducive to the attainment of a favourite wish. 

T 2 I rejoice 
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t rejoice to find that this fairness of conduct haS 
been so happily rewarded. 

I have but little news to tell you from Bath, as 
I see but very little of the company. One of the 
most interesting objects 1 have observed is a little 
man *, very plain and ill-formed. He first struck 
me by seeing him walk up and down the pump- 
room with a strength and activity, which, compared 
with his figure, appeared astonishing. I have since 
had many opportunities of observing him more 
nearly, and I think I never saw such an instance 
of the superiority of the mind to the impediments 
of the body. It is really very delightful to see a 
human creature struggle with so much spirit and 
success against natural disadvantages. He is a. 
Clergyman. His dress is proper, and perfectly 
neat, and simply elegant. He has completely the 
manners of a gentleman, and makes, in spite of 
his figure, the most graceful bow I ever saw, and 
one may converse with him till he appears as hand- 
some and as well-shaped a3 " Edwin of the Green." 
We were all so struck with him that we resolved to 
become acquainted with him. He is very com- 

* Tlie Rev. Dr. Gosset, a gentleman well known in the. 
oirorld, in whose conversation the plainness of his person soon 
ceases to be observed. 

panionable^ 



panionable, has seen much of the world, knows 
every body, and at the same time appears to me to 
be studious and a scholar. 

This Letter was begun some days ago, but this 
has been a sad uncomfortable week with us ; but I 
live in hopes all things will grow better. At present 
Miss Sharpe is much worse for the anxiety she 
suflfers for her excellent friend. I fear there is little 
chance pf his recovery, but we hs^ve not totally 
given up all hope, and the suspence is very miser-* 
able. The love and best wishes of all oqr party 
attend you, Mr. Vesey, and dear Mrs. Handcock. 
Lord Dartrey called on usf one morning, and I 
thought him looking remarkably well. Pray le^ 
me have a line whenever you can without much* 
difficulty. Adieu, my dear friend, God bl^34 
vou all. 
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LETTER CXXXIX. 

Mr D£AE MBS. VBSBV. 

As perhaps I did no| fall^ answer yoqr 
objections when I saw yqu this morning, I will now 
t)e a little more particular. 

At the first institution of our Society^ we wished 
to have afforded an unlimited relief; byt a ve^y 
short experience convinced us that thi3 was im- 
^practicable, and we were obliged to restrain it tq 
five parishes. Yet that none of the poor people 
might be disappointed, who had been encourage4 
to hope, all >vho§e c^ses had been examined by the 
enquirers prior to this regulation were (unless un- 
worthy) relieved ; ^nd those to whom from sickness 
a continued relief was necessary, had their conti- 
nued relief though out of the limits, long after t}ie 
order w^s past. I particularly recollect a poor 
man in Westminster in a decline, to whom the 
Society gave a small weekly pension. 

As to the i^econd etccusation of a partiality, par- 
ticularly with fegard to L,ady Spencer, I happen to 
recollect two cases which are prettv remarkable. 

' "" ' ' On 
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On hi^r ^oing to Bath last spring, she strongly r0* 
coiUBiended to the Society a person whose case ap« 
peared very pitiable, and whom she had oilen re-* 
lieved herself. The enquirers examined into his 
character, and from the account which they gave, 
he was judged an improper object and rejected* 
There was another of her petitioners, whom she 
had likewise herself greatly relieved, and jn a 
Letter from Bath wished the Society to clothe him 
in order to enable him to get his living. On con* 
sidering his character and behaviour, he too was 
rejected, and Lady Spencer in both cases was 
perfectly well satisfied with the determination. 

All the petitions that ever came to me, who am 
90 very inconsiderable a member of tlie Society, 
have been relieved : and I believe it will be found 
upon a fair examination, that the very lowest con- 
tributdr, has never had the least reason tQ cooiplaia 
of a degree of partiality. 

Those who disapprove our scheme, certainly act 
very properly iti not contiibuting to Jts support^ 
Yet on the other hand, the merabens of the Society 
who do contribute their money, their time, ancj 
their attention, without any motive wi\atever but o^ 
desire to relieve the distresses of others, even if 
they are mistaken in the mode, are certainly entitled 
to such a degree of candour as should prevent the 
(jjrqulating unautbenticated stprjes to their dist 
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advantage. Their books are open to the iosp^tion 
of all the subscribers, and no one of them is ex« 
eluded from being a witness to the methods of 
proceeding. 

Adieu, my head has scarcely tolerated all this 
scribbling. But I was willing that when you 
bear us censured you might be provided with an 
answer. 
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t^ETTER CXI^ 

South Parade, Mai/ 11, 1781. 

. . Here aip I, my dear Mrs. Vpsey, where 
ftre you ? 1 hope in the spot where I left you, and 
where I may be IJkely to find you at my rett|rn. 
We are pretty much in the state we were when we 
left t^ondon ; Miss Sharpe \)OTe her journey very 
well, indeed much better than I expected, God 
send the waters may do }ier good j she brought ^ 
cold from town, but it is not so bad, but she takes 
^ glass of water a day, 

I Palk4 
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I iilhd yesterday on Miss Cooper, and heartily' 
^ish I could give you the pleasure of knowing her 
health was in any degree better than when I left 
her here in the winter. But indeed she is still in 
the same uncomfortable state, and I do not perceive 
that the beautiful spot and clear air of Greenway 
farm, agrees any better with her, than the fogs and 
vapours of Bath. She still gets no sleep, and it is 
astonishing how she^ preserves her cheerfulness. 
She promised to dine with us to day ; but of this 
I ^m vj^ry doubtful, for unless she has a good 
night, which alas very seldom happens, the most 

• • • 

easy and quiet society is hurtful to her. A sad 
circumstance for one so qualified to give, and receive 
pleasure from conVelrsati6n. 

On Monday next I hope to set out for Berkshire, 
and to return to Bath on Saturday: on the Wed- 
nesday following to be! in' town; and on the Friday 
to set my face towards Deal. Indeed I shall be 
very gldd to find myself set down with the prospect 
of '^ few weeks quiet establishment ; for at present 
my time passes chiefly in packing and unpacking ; 
though I travel with' ais little incumbrance as is 
possible for any animal not diAhed' with wool or 
feathers. 

If you should be set out before my return to town, 
do pray leave a little i^bte for me in Stanhope- 
street as a token Qf your kind regard and remem- 

brance. 
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brance. My ipost uSectionate good wisb^ ittten4 
jou whether staying or going. 



> 



LETTER CXLI; 
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Peel| June I9 1781. 

Except that paper which you mentioQ 
ik& your will, my dear Mrs. Vesey^ which I kept 
for some time, and which yoi^ afterwards desired 
me to burn ; I have not the least idea of your 
having ever entrusted to my care any other paper, 
and I think it very highly improhabley that if you 
had, on being reminded of it, I should not have 
even the faintest recollection pf any such thing; so 
it could not be to me to. whom you committed tbisi 
deposit I am heartily sorry you cannot find a 
paper which you mention as of consequence. Dq 
pray tell me if it comes to li^t, as I shall be re-i 
joiced to hear that you are free from the vc:!catioi| 
and perplexity of such a search. 

My fellow travellers and I arrived, I thank God^^ 
very safely to the end of our journey oa Saturday 

afternoon^ 
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^ftjttnootu Mrs.. Douglas bore what to her wmt 
be a fatigue, better than could be expected^: I ba4 
a bad bead-ache one of the day9 on thesToad^ and 
to day is the second ^ixipe I came bpWQ. ■. So this 
i^retched head of piijue is, ixk eyery Qliqaiite wid every 
change of situation ju$t the same panrerse thing 

^ever. . -i •, . . > 

< • . . . . . » ■ • 

I beg you wilji let me hear from ypu. before ypu 
get out,, and likewise while you a-re 9^ the rpacj^ 
^nd dp not fail to^ let me know ,wheu and where I 
^m to write *o you. If you are to .gQ>.. I hope it 
wilJi for your own ease be soon ; as nothing is more 
wearying than loitering uncertainty. Besides, when 
you are fairly gone, I can set my hopes to the 
delightful contemplation of your return. In your 
present intermediate kind qf state, my wishes are 
ail floating and confused^ and know not on what 
point to settle. , . 

Dr. and Mrs. Pennington, are with me; when 
my sister first came to Deal, if I had met her 
accidentally I dp not think I should have known 
her, she was so miserably altered by an ague. I 
thank God she is getting much better, though she 
had a slight touch of it yesterday. The poor 
Doctor has often such a return of his, as keeps 
him in the most uncomfortable state. They have 
taken at length a house in a dry healthy situation, 
about seventeen miles from London, which perhaps 

when 



t«*eti you rttqni to us you maj^ think within reacH 
of a visit 

Mrs. MoAte^ I suppose you know is at Bath, 
tirhcre I hope she wfll recruit after her winter 
eiampaigi), and lity in a $fock of health for the 
autnmer. My love to Mrs. Handcock, I rejoiced 
to see her looking so well^ and so much better than 
she has dond for several years : so that I hope you 
need be under no apprehensions aboUt her either 
in the journey or the voyage. Indeed Mr. Vesey 
seems so charmmgly recovered, that I think your 
f^ars for him must be considerably abated. My 
Vest wishes for his safe arriva:! at Lucan, and he 
must allow me to add for the accomplishment of 
his promise of a return to London in the winter. 
Adieu, my dear frieud. God bless and prosper 
you in all your voyage and journey. I am sure I 
need not tell you how much I shall long to hear 
you are all safe landed. Once more adieU. 



L£TT£A 
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LETTER CXLII. 

Deal, Jitfic 29, 1781. « 

■ <* . ' ' • 

You would sooner have received my. 
thanks for your very kind Letter, my dear Mrs. 
Yesey, but I have been such a poor animal ever 
since I received it, that I had not exertion enough 
even to follow my own inclinations, or to do any 
one thing beyond the mere necessary routine of 
every day*s decided business. 

Though I had for some time been accustomed to 
the thoughts of your going to. Ireland, the date pf 
your Letter from Holyhead struck a blow pn my 
heart. Yet what I could not help feeling, I am 
reasonable enough to approve, and indeed rejoice 
in the virtues of my friend^ which duriag a painiul 
€uspence of .so many months has enabled her to 
preserve such an exact propriety of conduct This 
reflection will help to cheer you under all the regret 
you may feel on the separation from^ the friends you 
love, and by whom you are so sincerely and sq 
deservedly beloved. For my own part now you 
have fairly left England, I begin to please myself 

with 



ifrith the hope of your returnmg to it again— Yet 
I sigh at the thought of your absence next winter. 

But every circumstance of this varying world is 
meant for our instruetiofi and impFOvement, and 
the very frequent interruption which the duties of 
our situinicm must necessarily occasion in the plea- 
sures of our friendships^ should help to enlivea 
Cfjxt endeamHirs fer a safe arrival at that country, 
vrhere insecurity add separation an$ Ho more, and 
where eveiy pleasure wilt^ be heightened by its 
coiitinusfflce. 

I shottld' have been Imppy to have sfaaned with 
3F0U in ail the romantic scenefs which y6u sa eharm-< 
ingly describe. I was gkd to find you had anf 
opportunity of visiting your respectable and amiable 
friends the Jennings. It is not wonderful that the 
habitS'Of society shoald hav^ undone you for cpn« 
tioued retirement : itideed there are but very few 
minds- adapted to such a situation, nor does it seem 
a proper state, unless under circumstances where 
it may be a duty, and in that case I believe it wil!^ 
always to every reasonable person be very comfort- 
able : and I am persuaded your friends suffer very 
little from the want of a more active life, nor feel 
that vacancy that would depress you and xne. 

In the gay independance of high health and 

youthful spirits, perhaps a lively imagination might 

4 fnd 
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find sufficient amusement in the most retired soli* 
tude. In such circumstances the stormy ocean, 
and the dashing torrent, the hanging precipice and 
the howling wilderness, the gentle rivulet, the 
whispering grove, and the flowery vale, all that is 
subliipe, and ajl that is beautiful' in the scenery of 
ihe world, affords a constant and a sufficient en- 
tertainment But the inactivity of 9k health, and 
the languor of declining yearsj require to be soothed 
in the bosom of social lo^e. 

Miss Sharpe is at present at South Lodge. Shu 
thinks herself in some degree the better for the 
Bath waters. She has appointed our setting out 
on our Northern expedition on the sixteenth of next 
monthy but direct to me at Deal, and your Letter 
wUl be sent after me. 

Pray write as soon as you are in the skades 
of Lucan, fer I shall long to hear you are 
«afe; Adieu, my dear friend* God bless and 
keep you. 



JLETTta 
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LETTEE CXLIII. 

I 

Laxigton^, Jug.2, 17SU 

THOiUGH I wrote to you, my dear Mrs. 
Vesey, before I sat out on my travels, the flattering 
persuasion that you will wish to know how we have 
gone on, is a sufficient inducement for me not to 
wait till I hear from you before I write again. 

We sat out from South Lodge on the 17th, and 
travelled a road with which I believe you are well 
acquainted, and in which you coiild find little 
amusement. Indeed for about an hundred and 
fifty miles no^mg can be more dull than the coun- 
try. We visited the tomb of Ceeil, Earl of Salis- 
bury at Hatfieli4 : and the barn which was built for 
a mausoleum, for the coffin of Mr. Henry Trig a 
shopkeeper at Stevenage, which were the only me- 
morable objects till we came to Stamford. You 
will Imagine we did not oipit visiting Burleigh, witl^ 
which you are to© well acquainted for me to attempt 
describing it. 

♦ The seat of Mr. Smelt on the Swale, in Yorkshire. Part 
of thii J^etter h omitted, having been printod in the JMemoirs. 

Miss 
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Mi^ Sharpe, who joins with me in love to you 
and Mrs* Handcock, bore the first days of her 
journey very well; but her health requires great 
attention, and is so unequal to any thing like fatigue, 
that we have not been able to make any excursions 
out of the track of our direct road. Mn Smelt 
proposes some little airings to places worth seeing 
at a small distance, but whether she will be able to 
undertake even them I cannofctell. Do pray write 
soon, and give me a full and. true apcount of you 
all. Adieu) my dear friend. God bless and 
keep you. 
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LETTER CXJ.IV, 

South Lodge, S<ft. 11, 17S1. 

Very often during our Northern sejour, 

• did I impatiently long to hear from you, my dear 

Mrs. Vesey, but that pleasure did not reach me 

till Saturday last, that we arrived at this place, 

where I found your Letter. It grieves me to fiVH 
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yoli have suffered so much from thdt miserable 
languor for which I too well know how to pity you' : 
but' I hope as it was a coMequence of too much 
fefigue and anxiety, you will soon regain your usual 
activity and cheerfulness, and again enjoy the de- 
lightful shades of Lucan. I rejoice very much that 
Mr. Vesey bore his journey so well, and seems so 

. much revived at being once more in Ireland : let 
not the pleasure of the present scene obliterate from 
his mind the promise he gave me of returninglo 
England -in the winter. The lookmg forward to 
that, softens the pang of absence, and helps to 
shorten long months of expectation- 

Indeed, my dear friend, we were by no means 
such volatile adventurers as you seem to suppose.^ 
MissSharpe's health' obliges her to much caution, 
and she never attempts any thing that may give her 
the least fatigue, so that during the three weeks we 
were at Langton we never stirred from Mr. Smelt s 
territories except*' to take- one airing.- There were 
several places in the neighbourhood which Mn 
Snielt kindly- wished to shew me, but a constant 
feverishness made me so languid and so ill that I 
was totally uiiable to move. In going from Langton 
to Howsham; however, we contrived to see Studley 
Park, where I believe you have 'been. It iai surely 
very beautiful in its own singular style, but looks 

like, the retreat of solitude and silence. I never 

- . ' '' S<iW 
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saw any' place whiqh appeared to tna so, perfectly 
the abode of melancholy.. She mjeets^ one in every 
walk, and . /. .. 



r • 



«< -* — > > ., round her throws 
A death like silence, £^nd a dread repose, 
Deepens the murmur of the falling floods, * '^ 
And breathes & browner Fi^rVor o-*er the i^oods.^ • 



The wtole scenery is ho\<' ever admirably* adQ.pted 
to the solemn ruins' of Fotmtain Abbey, which 
stands in the centre df it Indeed every thing 
reminds one of the historical dfescriptibn Cf the 
original desert where this nOble monastery succeeded 
to the dark yew trees,' beneath whose gloomy shade, 
the poor monks at first formed ' their only shelter 
against the driving snows anS dashiiig rains *; but 
what will not enthusiasm eincounter : m'orb I fear 
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♦ The opulence of this Monastery at the tinie of* the dis-^ 
solution, formed a remaVkablc ddntrast with its focthdation, 
which was vcr^ unlike that, of moit c6hV<*Atuol buildings. ^Thq 
circumstaticcs atieixling it, to.whjLch-Mrs. Cart^ti il^ludes are 
well knoW'Q. It $h®uld be remembered /tha( tdie ^me authority 
-which assqres us from personal knQ)vl.^d|;e of the magnificence 
and splendour of the Abbey, recqrds no other, circfumstance 
concerning the Abbot and his Monks, but their hospitality and 
liberal charity. Henry Jenkins liv^ in the neighbourhood at 
th'e dissolution, and survived, with faculties unimpaired, tili 
the latter end of the reign of Charles 1I« 

.1 U 2 for 



fof the sake of fame, than of that religion they 
professed. In the evening we wetit to sleep at 
Rippon, and saw the Minster, which helped te 
retain the solemn impression which the twilight 
shades, and ruined abbey had made on our imagi- 
nations, as the choir was huns all round, with the 
funerstl trophies of the late possessors of Studley. 

From these solemn scenes we repaired the next 
day to cheerfulness and soeial life at Hovvsham. 
jMr* Cholmley's house was built in the reign of 
Queen Elizabetli, apd retains enough of its original 
-style to give it a very different, and a more respect- 
able appearance than of any modern building. The 
apartments are very noble (three rooms of forty- 
^six feet long) but light and airy. A picturesque 
navigable river * flpw^i by the windows, from which 
it is seen to. wander through romantic woody banks, 
most beautifully. The scenes about the house are 
delightfully pleasant, and the more distant views 
various and highly ornamente(J. 

The style of living is respectable,, elegant, and 
easy. There was a good deal of company besides 
ourselves, and hone interfci-ed with eath- other, by 
any unpleasant restraint. In ^bort the whole mode 
of living of Mr. and l^lrs. Cholmley seems formed 
upon the best Engji^h character, and calculated to 

• The Derwent, 

promote 
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promote the pleasure of the prosperous, and .tdi 
supply the wants of the indigent I should have 
thought the fort]ri||ht we spent at Howsham ex* 
tremely agreeable, if the wretclied state of my 
health would have suffered me to enjoy it. .We 
drove one morning to Castle Howard, which is only 
four miles distant ; never did I see such a heap of 
inconvenient tasteless stupid magnificence. Such 
a heavy load of building without, and such a col- 
lection of littlenesses within *. 

We retumed by the way we came, I thank God 
▼ery safely, and Miss Sharpe at least not the worse 
for her journey. 'We both found South Lodge 
superior in beauty to many of the places we had 
seen; and surrounded with those comforts only to 
be found at home. Our love to Mrs. Handcock. 
Let me hear from you very soon pray, for the 
Letters I found here were of old date ; and I am 
very anxious to hear you are better— God bless 
you, my dear friend, 

• Probably the ill state of Mrs« Carter^ b^tiUh prevented 
her from seeing Castle Howard in a favourable point of view. 
The general opinion of that place is very different from that 
which she has expressed. 
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LETTER CXLV. 

Deal, Oct. I, 1781. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, iny deaf 
Mrs. Vesey^ for yoar kind and speedy answer to 
my Letter. I was very much diverted with the 
picture of your running to read it, with your cloke 
crawling off your shoulders, and Mr. Vesey and 
Mrs. Handcock pursuing you. My heart thanks 
you for this kind anxiety to hear of a friend who 
$0 tenderly loves you. Miss Sharpe is just set off 
for South Lodge where she means to stay six weeks, 
luid then purposes going to Bath, She has very 
much against my inclination made me promise to 
go with her : but as the Miss Beauvoirs are to be 
of her party, she will not want company, and I 
should have preferred staying in my own quiet abode 
till after Christmas ; but as she declares she shall 
be quite miserable and uncomfortable if I do not 
accompany her, in the precarious state her health 
is in, I have given up my own ease to satisfy her, 
for it is not in my nature to give her any pain ; 
therefore to Bath I go. She left her love for Mrs. 
Handcock and you. 

I agree with you, that what affords a sublime 
entertainment to the wanderer of the world, has a 

7 very 
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very different effect on the. poor imprisoned recluse-. 
This however was not the case of the first monks 
of Fountain Abbey. They fled from a convent 
which they found too secular and^ licentious, to 
practise a more austere devotion amidst the shades 
#f a solitary wilderness ; where they chaunted their 
midnight hymn beneath the open canopy of hjBaven^ 
^d had no other place of repose than tlxe cbl4 
earth, nor any other shelter against the elements 
than the spreading trees. The distinguishing* cbar^ 
racter of Studley Park is, that after so maisiy -cen- 
turies it still preserves its original air of a solitary 
wilderness. 

South Lodge has the same traces of its natural 
state, for one nevet for a minute, while there, loses 
the idea of being in a forest These are the only 
two places I ever saw where art had not extinr 
guished all the true spirit of originality. All the 
trees are the free-born children of the earth, . and 
consequently grow and spread with a variety and 
liberty of direction which is inimitable ; all the 
arts of plantation are poor to it. Such ,^cene& as 
these are certainly admirably adapted to raise the 
Unagination to sublime enthusietsm, and to soften 
the heart by poetic melancholy ; but sublime en* 
thusiasm and poetic melancholy are too high 
aa exertion of our intellectual powers . to .Jto 
long continued without pairi and languor^; jaail 
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lire quite inconBistent with the general teiiipe^ 
that quaKfics us for social life, and therefore 
are better fitted for an occasional exercise of 
the faculties of the soul than for a constant habi- 
tation. 

For this reason, though Miss Sarpe sometimes 
regrets the loss of that deptli of shade which sur- 
rounds her habitation at South Lodge, I think ^e 
will find it a great relief to her spirits, and an im- 
provement to her train of life, to turn her eyes 
upon the gay prospect of cultivated fields, Ihe 
whistling of the honest ploughman, and the prat- 
tle of the cheerful reapers, instead of constantly 
indulging melancholy thoughts mider her venerable 
oak trees; therefore I think Mill-hill a desirable 
place for her. Hor plans of improvement take up 
much of her time, and give a spirit and energy to a 
mind naturally prone to languor and low spirits. 
God send her better health, and then all would go 
on well. 

I long to know whither my imagination is to fol- 
low you this winter, o a crowded assembly in Dub* 
lin, or musing in your solitary walks at Lucan, as 
you so positively tell me I must not hope to see 
you in England. Wherever you are, may you be 
well and happy ! Wherever you are, J know you 
mil sometimes think oil the friend who loves you, 
and who longs, oh how much ! for your return. 
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My love to dear Mrs. HandcocL I had a L^ter 
lately from from Mrs. Montagu, who appears in 
delightful health and spirits, and proposes soon to 
be in town to take possession of her palace *"* 
Adieu, my dear friend. Best wishes to Mr. Vesey, 
though I am not much in charity with him for so 
cruelly disappointing me. Do pray write to me 
soon, and enliven ipy s0litude. God bless you^ 
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LETTER CXLVL 

Chapel-street, Jan. 9, 1752; 

Indeed, my dear Mrs. Vesey, if yon 
did not put snufF in my Letters f you could nothave 
talked of hearing from other people of my being at 
Bath, as I wrote to you myself from thence. We 
returned to London on Saturday last, and the next 
day I had the pleasure of receiving your Letter. You 
wish to know what has been the success of the 
Bath waters. I think Miss Shj^-pe continually 

• Her n«w kouse in Portman-square. 
t It would seem n» if this had been the case, Tor this tdettqr 
(torn 9ftUi was |iot found among Ui« othen* 

gains 
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gpuns ground, though it can be only piano piano^ 
^ft^rso long apd confirmed an ilkiess. Shewent 
frequently to the rooms and danced, and thought 
bereelf the better for the exercise. 

Aft to myself, the weather was so constantly damp, 
and its effects on my health so uncomfortable, that 
I was almost constantly confined^ When the rest 
of the party went to the rooms I had sometimes 
the pleasure of Miss Cooper s society, and some* 
times past the evening in Mrs. Bowdler's family K 
Do you know them ? If not, I wish you did.* They 
iare a most charming family, and would I am sure 
delight you beyond imagination. Miss Cooper 
looks better, -and is I hope, upon the whole, in 
better health than she was when I saw her in the 
spring, but is still, poor soul, in a very suffering 
state, which obliges her to live in almost a con- 
stant state of retirement and solitude, as she sel- 
dom goes even into the quietest society without 
finding herself much the worse for it, which i^ 
sadly mortifying to a person lovmg society so well 
a3 she does, and so fitted to adorn it. Solitude, 
enlivened by the gaiety of health and good spirits, 

■ 

is a.very supportable thing ; but sickness and lan- 
guor require the soothing comfort of friendly coij- 



'■■ ^ The virtues and the jgenius of thi» family are weU known 
iirll^ wortd. :. . . » 
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rersatibn, and it is a sad aggravation of the evil 
#hen it is of a nature not to admit that relief^ 
which is very often the case with our poor friend. 
It is surprizing how, with so much suffering, and 
so little to amuse it, she preserves sa much cheer- 
/lilness whenever she is in-compariy. 
' Mrs. Montagu is in delightfiil health. I dine4 
"^ith her on Sunday in her palace, which is reallj^ 
beautiful^ and in which she appeal's to be very 
I)appy, and God grant she may long continue so. 
I nfiet her last night at Mrs. Chapone's, who is (till 
ihe is settled in another abode) in the Dean of 
Winchester's house, in Berkeley-square, which 
would admit a larger assembly than a lodging. 
Amongst the rest of the company were Mr. and 
Mrs, Barbauld, whom I was very glad to tneet : h6 
is altered very much for the better in his appear- 
ftnce. 

You know it is impossible for London to subsist i 

ft winter without some' foreign rarity. We have i 

two at present of much greater merit than mo^t | 

outlandish importations. The one is Mademoiselli^ | 

Theodore, a stage dancer, who is said to have the ' 

chastity of Diana united with the agr^mens of Terp- ! 

sichore. Indeed her character is exemplary, Shtr ! 

supports a mother and a blind uncle, which keeps 
ber on the stage, which she is very desirous to 
quit if she can get a livelihood by private tuition* 

t 



Our other foreign curiosity u a Madame de la FifaE, 
who has translated some of Gellerts works mto 
Frexvrh *, and published some compositions of her 
own. She is said to be of a serious, deceiiti 
modest character, and was sent for into England 
by the Queen. Now I think it lies upon your con* 
fcience . to come to Englamd, and give your encou- 
ragement to these really deserving people, as an 
expiation of your offences for picking up such 

lyretches as T and R: 1> ^^^ g*vii^ that 

countenance to superficial talents badly applied^ 
which is due only to virtue. Do pray come and 
make amende honorable. 

Al^s,, my dear friend, it is not a reflection on, the 
writings or conversation of a licentious profligfLte 
infidel like the Abb6 R — : — that can compose the 
astonished mind amidst the awful terrors of a mid- 
night storm, such as you so nobly describe : you 
well know that from sources such as these no solid 
comfort can be derived, why tlien will you idly 
spend your time in reading what ought never to 
have been written ? But you do it, you say, merely 
lor amusement : 'tis dangerous amusement to a 



* This translation has since been rendered into English, to» 
^gether with Gellert's Life, by Miss Sharpe, after her marriajge 
vtith Mr. Douglas, in 3 vols. 8vo. 

t ^ appears to be Abb4 Raynal, mentioned also be)oW. 

Th^Editojr does uot kuow who is meant by T-^-r— • 

r . mind 
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irtind like your s, , indeed to any ipirid* CcWie, come 
to England, and in. the society of those who love 
yon we wilt find eatertdbsiments better ^ited t^ 
your genius and your taste. We miss you sadly^ 
though I have not yet seen many of my friends. 
Mrs. Dunbar is gooe on a visit to Mrs. Iremonger ; 
every body agrees in thinking that alliance bids fair 
for happiness. - • / . 

When I was 'at Bath,, by the iptroduction of 
Mrs. Henry,. X made Sbme acquaintauce witli Mis^ 
Crosbie. Do you remember h^r ? I think you 
could not forget her. ,So far as I was able to dis- 
cover, she is one of the most interesting, and ami- 
able characteiB I ever knew. Adieu. God biesf 
you, my dear friend. Love and kind rem^ni^bra^ce 
to our friends at Lucan. 
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LETTER CXLVII. 

• .Chapel Street, 1^^. 1^, 1785. 

In DSED, my dear Mrs. Vesey, it is very 
vexatious that you should not have reccivqd th^ 
Letter from Batl), which I certainly did . write, $s 

every 
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fevery trfflc is valuable to a friend, and particularly 
such a friend 'as you are. I remember^ I think; 
that it was in andwier to one from you, in which you 
mention poor Mrs. Boone as gliding in idea by your 
pillow. 

Ydu have great reason to be thankful for . that 
tender foresight and attention, which was a meansi 
under heaven, of saving Mr. Vest's life. But it 
grieves me to discover the melancholy state of your 
own nerves arid spirits. The alteration 6f the 
powers of your mind is a tnere fancy, ivith^^bidll 
you most wickedly torment yourseif. \ *AU ,yoot 
friends arid correspondents receive the same, dt^ 
lightful entertainment, and are equally cbamked 
with your Letters, as they ever were; theybre^e 
the same enchanting style which' has evet*' marked 
what falls from your pen ; then why should you 
alone fancy them altered.^ Your hearing may be 
impaired, but do not let that depress _you ; it is an 
evil that may be remedied. A lady who was of our 
party at Bath is deafer than Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
yet by the use of a trumpet, has ^ perfect enjoy- 
ment of conversation. Though she is only thirty 
years old, she has perfectly conquered every foolish 
licruple about the use of this instrument, and al- 
ways carries it with her into public As WtU as pri» 
"vate company, and with this assistance declares 
that she finds her deafness scarcely any ^vil, * 

You 



" You rfay y^u Have shook bawrfs' with Hope. Vlhj 

«o, tnydcar fribnd ?' We may I trufit be permitted 

' ... . , 

to meet again, and you may enjoy tbe society or thfe 
friends wha love -you, land 'who long much for yotlr 
return amongst' them, fo^ many years to come-: 
ivhy not? We must ty^t expfect to be always young, 
but even age has it's pleasures.; and let us thunk 
God that you and I are still capable of enjoying 
them, whatever ydii niay -'^ay to the contrary. In- 
creasing infirmities we must both expect, but let 
not this natural Consequence of living long dis- 
hearten us. Let u^ take courage where alone it 
cah be securely founded, in a reliance upon Him 
whose goodness has protected us through all our 
foiTwer yearS) and who, if we properly seek his aid, 
will support us^ Amidst the weakness 4^f declining 
age, arid Enlighten ami fill with hope our steps 
thrpjugh the dark passage of the grave. ^ 

• Miss Sljarpe goes next w^ek to Canterbury for 
about a fortnight iot change of air: she Has had" 
the epidemical cold, attended with a good deal of 
cough, and a little excursion will do her more good 
than medicine. Mrs. Montaj^u has likewise had 
this fashionable cold, but her's was very slight, and 
upon the whole I think her in very comfortable, 
health and very good looks, and as full of com- 
pany as ever. Bath has certainly been of great 
use to her, but I think after her winter toils s^e 

>v^iU 
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vill be obliged to have recourse to it agab. There 
have been several sudden deaths lately, supposed 
to be occasioned by the remarkable warmth of the 
nfinter. Mrs. Chapone's youngest brother fell 
from his chair dead, while he was writing, last 
Thursday. She is, as you may suppose^ very 
much distressed about so sudden aad4^ unexpected 
a blow. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock; tell her to 
take great care of herself, not only for your sake, 
but for that of all her friends in £ngland. I love 
Lady Wake, but would rather see her any where 
than in your house. You kindly enqi^ir^ after my 
situation. I like my new lodging extremely well ^ 
it is clean and quiet. I have no yi^ k vis but a 
chapel, and I have a side view into Xady Fanes 
garden. Lord and Lady Dartrey arid thej children 
are all well : she is as . delightfully kind a^d good 
as ever. My best wisfaes to Mr. Vesey. Adieu^ 
^my dear friend. Do pray wjite to me very aoon» 
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LETTER CXLVIir. 

Chapel-Street, March 22, 1782. 

You are very kind, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
to liave given yourself so much trouble in making 
enquiries ; I can but love and thank you for it, 
ivhich I do with all my heart. I have within a few 
days received your two kind Letters, but if I un- 
derstand you rightly, there was one which I ought 
to have, had before, and which I have never re- 
ceived at all. 

Dr. Douglas has received the cover and enclo- 
sure to Lord Bateman, and is much obliged to you, 
and ii^ends soon to do himself the honor of telling 
you so. His health is not so good as I coUld wish, 
but I hope, please God, he will soon get better. 

Without any oblique methods of discovery, I 
can venture to answer for Sir William Wake, that 
he will not find any trouble in your enclosing your 
Letters to him. I dined there yesterday. I love 
Lady Wake very sincerely, but I wish, as I before 
said, she had taken any other house. We both 
took notice in the evening that a dozen people gave 
the drawingHTQom a more crowded appearance than 
forty when it was filled by you. Such are your 

VOL. IV. X magic 
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magic powers of arrangement! One would think 
you stript the souls of your company of their body, 
and left only a phantom to cover their nakedness ; 
yet I never perceived that a human soul is more 
clearly seen through at your assemblies than at any 
others. 

You ask me what is doing, in London, The 
papers will tell you that the mitiistry is tumbled 
down, but wbat is to be built up in its, room |te 
wisest politicians seem at a loss to guess. — ^I truly 
grieve for the distress which individuals must suffer 
by the loss of America, but I canned like you, 
lament over it in a public point of view. Even 
long before there was the least shadow of a season 
to foresee a separation, it was alWays my opinion 
that we should be a wiser, more virtuous, and con-^ 
sequently a happier people, without it; and I 
always wished our empire restrained to Great 
Britain and Ireland. A large extent of terrkoiy^ 
i^nd placed beyond tlie grasp of the seat of empire, 
I believe ever has been, and ;ever will be, the ruin 
of the mother country. 

Miss More is in town; she has lately publihsed 
some Sacred Dramas, chiefly designed for young 
people, which are universally and justly "admired. 
It does my i^art good to bear the maimer in which 
they are m^itioned in all companies, and one goes 
no where l>ut they are mendoned* At the end of 

the 



307 

the volume tliere is an excellent Poem on Sensi- 
bility. ' 

Poor Lord Dartrey is greatly distrest by the sad 
accident that has befallen his brother, and Lady 
Dartrey you well know shares all bis griefs ; and 
surely if any thing can lighten them it must be tlie 
affectionate attentions of so sweet a friend. Mrs. 
Montagu is quite well, and enjoying herself very 
much. Miss Sharpe is going to Bath : I hope the 
waters will be as successful as they were last spring, 
and return her to me in better health than she goes. 
The rest of our friends are much as usual. So 
much for them ; for myself, I have little to say that 
would give you pleasure. My head has been very 
bad the whole winter. 

There was to be a most magnificent ball last 
night at Devonshire House, for the Prince of 
Wales and the Duke and Duchess of Cumberland. 
Two hundred was the number originally intended, 
but the astonishing meanness and unfeeling assur 
rance of some ladies, who extorted tickets, which 
were not designed for them, by messages to the 
Duchess of i)aypnshire, and Lady Spencer, have 
encreased the guests much beyond the first inten- 
tion. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock. Do pray men- 
tion in your next what prospect you have towards 
^^land^ . t It b long to. look fprward, but one loves 

X 2 to 
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to have soQiething pleasant in view. Did I ever 
tell you I had received the books Mr. Vesev ^vas so 
good as to send me? I beg you will, with my 
kindest wishes, thank him for them. Adieu, my 
dear friend. I always add, pray write soon, but 
alas you never heed my petition. 



-**<*- 



LETTER CXLIX. * 

* • « ■ 

Chapel-Strect, Ua^ 17, iTSi. 

» 

Though I wrote to you about a week 
ago, my dear Mrs. Vesey, I cannot defer till I 
get into the country to return you niy be^st thanks 
for your very kind application in favour of my 
friend ; for which I feel most sincerely obli^d to 
your affection. I have observed your injahctions 
of absolute silence and secresy on this liead, even 
tp the person for whom you st?'k^*dly interested 
yourself; though I codd have wished him to have 
had the comfort of knowing your kind interposition 
for Ills acfvantage. "' • 

I am at present in all that disagreeable' huny^ 
fljnd unsettled state of body and mind, that alwaySr 

precedes 
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precedes aa ftpproaching separation irom the friends 
to whose society one has. been accustomed through 
so many months. This winter has, on some ac- 
countSy been a very painful one to me : but, as I 
thanR God, I trust whatever' I hiive ; suffered has 
uot been frbm. any 'wrong ipteution or behalvidur of 
mffowhy I faope soon to regain i the tranquillity and 
^ehaei^fulness of nwd^ which becomes a proper 
sense. of the^ very many blessings, which X &Q? 30 
mercifiiHy permitted to enjoy, though my he^^'t 
has in one instance been so deeply, and so griev- 
ously wounded *. 

I propose to set out from hence next Tuesday, 
and hope to be at Deal by the end of the week. 
Lady Charlotte Finch went to Deal Castle on 
Monday last. I am sure you will rejoice, on my 
account,' that she is likely to make some stay there. 
Mrs. Feilding is to join our party before the middle 
of next month. 'Tis a great delight to me to think 
I shall have such near, as fwell as such delightful 
neighbours. 

Are not you very inhpinaa to teU dvery bod^.but 
• me ybur expectadoa of; coming to England P Do 
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- * Tbk pa^^gnvph rejatf s .tp jsoD)e unkipdncss Mjhicb Mis. 
Carter had experienced from a fric;id to whoiti she bad been 
warmly attached. The estrangement however waft' only tem- 
porary, ibr anger Ti^ver d\W?lt long in lier initiA, nbr could 
hatred %nd malice Hod 'any 'place thevfi "^ 
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you think there is any one of your friends to whom 
this intelligence would give more pleasure? No, 
you well know there is not ; to what then shall I 
attribute your silence on a subject . so * near my 
heart ? If Mrs. Haadeoek. ever took a pen- in hdr 
hand, I am sure, very sure, she would have had 
great delight in ^ving me the first informalion ; my 
affectionate love to her, upon the same. However, 
sans raiicune, adieu, with blest wishes to Mr. 
'Vefiley, 



LETTER CL. 

« 

Deal, July S, 17S2. 

• 

Indeed, my dear fiiend, very great rea- 
son have I to be thankful for the very many com- 
ibrts of liiat quiet and pleasant abode to which 
you so kindly congratulate nry^ return. I trust I 
am not insensible of the great and unmerited bles- 
sings of my situation, which I endeavour to enjoy 
as I ought But I hope to be forgiven that weak- 
ness of heart, which I fear will always make me 
feel, at times, exqitisite pain from the multiplied 

strokes 
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strokes which have been inflicted on it, ancj I think^ 
I may say most undeservedly. Do not iipagine, 
however, tliat I make any of my friends uneasy by 
any outward show or expression of what I suifer- 
Indeed I scarcely ever name the subject, nor do I 
at all know how the affair goes on. 

By all accounts, as our friend chose to change 
her situation, she has made a respectable choice. 
One would think it was scarcely possible to find a 
condition more eligible thin that she has quitted. 
But that odd kind of thing, which passes for hiy>- 
piness in this world, is made up of circumstances 
so peculiar to every individual miad, that provided, 
as in this case, no injury is done to any one, no 
objection out to be made, I have had two very 
kind Letters, one before and one after her mar- 
rige^ by which I have the pleasure to find this 
change of situation will not deprive us of her soci* 
ety, as she wiU be in X.ondon in the winter as 
usual. 

How I love you, for so kindly and so affe^on^ 
ately mentioning Mr. Vesey's design of <;<^ng to 
England. I anticipate with great pleasure the de* 
iightful hours, which, if it please God we live and 
prosper, I expect to spend with you. This expec* 
tation is quite a cordial to my spirits, which are 
upon the whole very much mended since I caioe 
home, so do not be uneasy about me, pray. 

I delivered 
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I delivered your message to dear Lady CharloUe 
Finch and Mrs. Feildihg, who received it with great 
kindnessj and commissioned me wilii affectionate 
remembrance to you in return. I hope there is a 
great probability of their spending the whole sum- 
mer at the castle. Mrs. Feilding's three svveet girls 
are here, and true to the principles of the family, 
she is giving them a most admirable education. I 
never 1 think saw Lady Charlotte look so well,' and 
in such perfect health and spirits. The unmter- 
mpted enjoyment of her domestic comforts, which 
the duties of her situsLtion so seldom can admit of, 
must form a most delightful holiday to a heart like 
her's, filled with every tender affection to her ami- 
able family, and well they deserve it, for I know 
none more distinguished for every virtue. 

I hope you have escaped the influenza as I have, 
though it -has been vefy much in this place, but not 
so -severe as in tnany others. If oil complained 
; 'when you was last in l£ngland of a trifling degree 
of deafness. Did I eve^ mention to you a surgeon 
at Bristol v«*y famous for the cure of that irtfirmity. 
A person at Bath assured mc he had been cured by 
him of a^total'deafness, of above foui"teeri year^ 
standing. Unfortunately I have- forgot his name. 

Our political system is sadly disjointed by the 
death of Lord Roc^kingham, who was the cement 
that kept it together. How far this may affect the 

public 






3i3 

pul>lic good, I aiui not so proper a jadjg^ as of tbo 
private distress of his family, with "whpm he lived 
in the most perfect harmony. I am very particu^ 
larly interested for his charming sister, t^dy 
Ch^rlpttip Wentworth, whose gentle and affec^ 
iionate heart I am persuaded will deeply feel the 
'bloiy. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock. Do pray write 
to m,e whenever you can. My kind wishes to Mr* 
Vesey. God bless, and prosper you. , 
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, Yes, jmy ^ar ..^Irq. . Vesj?y^ to fee sure \ 

4id. think the,.timq,as lo^^ ^.s.you could wiph beford 
I rejceiyed yoqr^ letter : ,but J hope to be amply re- 
venged op ypur negligence, a^ a distance, whenever 
I am so happy as to get you near. While the sea 
rolls'between us, you, have certainly the power to 
avoid writing, and if ever my idea, slim raetaphy-* 
sical thing, happens to reproach you with your 
silence, you can brush it away as easily as you 

would 
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would a fly. r But when once I am placed vis k vis 
to you in Ciarges-Atreet, m full effective proportion 
of body and mind, it will not be so easy for you to 
forb^ai' talking. 

I 'hope you have Had better weather in Ireland 
than we on the Kentish coast otherwise I tlnnk 
you must have lost nearly all your airings and 
walksj for alas so have we. Lady Mary Coke, 
M^. !Feilding, ^nd I, had proposed many a ram* 
ble together ; but during a month that Lady Mary 
was at Deal, we could never but twice effect our 
purpose. I was glad, however, that one of these 
excursions was to a place where once stood, within 
my memory, a respectable old mansion, the seat 
of an ancient and considerable family. Nothing 
now remains but .a few sad vestiges to mark the 
Spot where it stood. A sweet gurgling spring still 
preserves its musical sound, but the rivulet once 
formed by It, no^e forces its way sullenly through 
the entangled weeds : and the moss-grown trees by 
which it is bordered, look like the abode of ill 
omened birds. ' Do you hot always wonder at peo- 
ple whb have so littie ^taste, or so little feeling, as 
to pull down an old family seat, for no bther pur- 
poise but to sell the materials ? I'hey who enjoy the 
estates 6i their ancestors, should at least show that 
rfespect to the place of their abode, as to let it sink 

with 
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with dignity into a yencrable ruin *. The heirs of 
this estate seem to have been singularly careless of 
every thing prior to their individual selves. In a 
fine gallery belonging to the house, there was Iboipe 
beautiful painted gla&s^ containing the arms pf the 
£unily, probably for many generations. No care 
was taken to preserve these illuminated records of 
its antiquity, and they shared the fate of the bricl^ 
and atones of the building. In the village churck 
there is a noble. monument in. marble,, of exceUen|t 
ircitlpturp fof the time. Two figures, as big. as the 
iife, arc lying: on the tomb : one a knight in armour 
aqd spurs, the other a lady. On the sides hang 
lAs helmet and gauntlets. Tl^e Inscription is now 
x)bliterated, ,^/ un&ithful to its charge of flattering 
fame,* and the whole so scandalously neglected by 
the family, of which there are many surviving 
branches, in opulence, that it is in danger of soqq 

* The mansion here referred to is Northbourn Court, near 
Deal; of which see more in the Memoirs, p. 466, quarto edi- 

«tioo,. E^ren ita ruins have elmost disappearf d. The n^ale line 
of the {knuHy ended in four daughters, whose ^^scendants he- 
came entitled to it jointly, aad;wereso numerous that it was 

necessary to sell and divide the property. Tfie present more 
modern house of North bourn Courts belongs to Henry Pett 
liannamt £sq. who is making considerable improvements in 

' the.gjrounds»>nd epide^youri^g to restore them to, their former 
beauty. 

r , ; tumbling 
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tumbling to pieces/ to theil* shafne'be it said*. 
Most pathetic werie the lamentationis which' Lady 
Mary Coke and I uttered over tiiis'sinking memo- 
rial of poor Sir Edwin. Supercilious philosophy 
might perhaps look with contempt on the regret 
which imagination feels at the demolition of an old 
family house, of the ruins of a nlarble tomb. But 
I think it may be justified by those social princi- 
))le8 that interest a sensible heart, in^ the concerns 
of those whom such melanchdly remains recall to 
the niind', as having' once experienced the'like ptea- 
5ur^s aiid pains, hopes and feairs/ and various vicis- 
ritudes of life' with ourselvesi' Bfesides this sent»- 
taental impression, there is ah historical reason foir 
setting a v^lue on ahtient buildings and mominjem 
tal sculpture ; w*hieh not only serve to perpetuate 
the teemory of' individuals, but arc a record of the 
times, and a spefeiihen of the manners of the age 

id which they were raised. 

• - ♦ • ... ' 1 

• The farfiily of Sandys,- descended from Xht Arebbishop uf 
Tork, lived here only for four generations. Sir Edwin/ Vho 
erected the monument of which Mrft. Cairter &peaks, iivta his 
second son, • and thtf first of the famity here. The tablet was 
leff btank by hinh, to be filled up by his posttt*ity, who, either 
^rom contempt ' or neglect, never ftilfiHed his i intention ; for 
there never was any ihs(^ripti6ni]pOB it. The monUttietit itself 
is in a state of rapid decay. 
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I was deprived much sooner than I had hoped 
of dear Lady Charlotte Finch ; as the little prince 
was thought by his physicians not in a state of health 
for sea bathing. If his fever can be removed, they 
propose his returning. Lady Juliana Penn and 
Mrs. Feilding are still in the neighbourhood ; but I 
fear will soon leave it. It was a grievous disap* 
pointment to poor Lady Juliana, that Lady Char- 
lotte was hurried away from Deal Castle, a very 
few days after she came to Walmen 

My kind love to Mrs. Handcock, tell her I con- 
dole with her, though I am not thie least surprized 
she should feel cramps and rheumatisms in such 
((leather as this, sure never was there so damp a 
season. ■ Do pray write soon. Best wishes to 
Mr. Vesey. God for ever bless y9u, my dear 
£riend 
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LETTER CLIL 

Deal, Sfpt. 2li 1782. 

May the next Letter which } write to 
you, my dear friend, be directed to Ciarges-street 
En attendant, as you wish to hear from me before 
you set out, I will once more convey toy kindest 
and most affectionate tbooghts to you across St 
George's Channel. You bid me say something 
about my health ; I liave little to say that would 
give you pleasure, but instead of compliaining tiiat 
it is hO better, let me be tiiankful that it is no worse : 
if we were always to consider the evils of Me in 
this point of view, many would seem light that 
now weigh heavily on our hearts: but my humble 
endeavours are not wanting to be gratefril for God's 
blessings, and to consider what he withholds from 
me as withheld in mercy. 

If there is any deficiency in the powers of your 
head, I am sure that there is not the least symptom 
of it discoverable in your Letters, so do not be 
ungrateful to Heaven by such groundless com- 
plaints, but be thankful to the goodness which con- 
tinues to you such uncommon powers of contribut- 

mg 
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ing to the innocent pleasure and ornament of soci- 
ety. If you and I live much longer, w^ must pro- 
bably experience a diminution of the activity and 
spirit of our imagination, ad well as of our bodily 
strength. Let us prepare for growing old with a 
good grace, and properly express our gratitude fot* 
those blessings which we have so long been permit** 
ted to enjoy, by a cheerful ftcquiescence in that 
order, which Providence has established in the 
several stages of human life. Let us endeavour to 
regulate and sanctify the dispositions of our souls, 
and render tl^m as worthy as we are able of the ap- 
probation of that Being, before whom they are so 
soon to appear, and upon whom alone they are to 
depend for happiness. If this be the state of our 
minds, under all the disadvantages of old age, 
however our powers of affording any lively amuse- 
ment may be weakened, we shall never become 
contemptible to society, nor burthensome and disa- 
greeable to our friends. • 

What a striking and tremendous picture* have you 
drawn of the falling old castle, and it s wretched 
owners! An absolute ruin, though a melancholy 
object, soothes and sobers the imagination by ideas of 
repose. But a noble old seat en decclence^ impresses 
the mind with images of living ::jisery, and misery 
of the most painful kind, when alas it is, as in the 
5 case 
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ttae you so emphatically describe, connected tritb 
the hcuTors of guilt I 

The un£9rtunate state of the weather prevented 
Mrs. Montagu from undertaking her northern jour- 
ney ; and she is still enjoying the delights of Sandle- 
ford. I had a Letter from her a few days ago, in 
which she ^ve me the comfort of knowing that she 
was in perfect health. 

My best love to Mrs. Handcock;^ I grieve to 
hear that she suffers so much from .the cramp, 'tis 
a most disagreeable companion^ as I ki^ow by ex- 
perience ; I have found great relief from rubbing 
my legs with a hard brush before I go to bed, which 
very much promotes circulation ; I wish she would 
try it J it can do her nq harm,, and I hope it. may 
do her good. Do pray write me a. line before you 
set out, that I may have the plcas^r^ of knowing 
when to expect your arrival in England. My best 
wishes attend you, my dearest Mrs. Vesjey. God 
grant you a safe passage and journey^ and us a 
happy meeting, and s^ cheerful winter ! 
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LETTER CLIIL 

» * 

Parls^ Oa. 18, I7lf. 

l)iD it ever enter into your imaginatioOi 
my dear ^rs. Vesey, that you should receive 9i 
Letter from me dc^tied from Paris * ? For my owi^ 
.part, it is not a month ago ^hen I should as soon 
have thought of £^ddressing you from Constanti- 
nople or Pekin.. Here however I am; but insteafi 
of disporting mysqlf with the fine . sights of this 
place, impatiently longing for what I would prefer 
to all the fine sights m the world, a view of the 
cliffs of Dover. Our journey was passed in sucb 
a manner as to afford little more than a view of the 
country.. • ' . , 

At Amiens, however, my early rising gave me 
an opportunity of seeing the cathedral; a most 
noble and venerable building, and rendered the 
more striking by the circumstances in which I saw 
it. The faint glimmering of the twilight through 
the painted windows; th^ awful silence^ which 

* This \7as the touf which Mrs. Carter made to Paris with 
Sir William Pulteney And his daughter, now Countess of 
Bath. 
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gave no interruptibn to the chanting of the Morning 
Hymn ; the deep solitude, rendered the more dis- 
tinguished by a few scattered figures in a posture 
of devotion, produced an effect more easy for your 
imagination to feel than for me to describe. 

As we set out later than we expected, I visited 
some other parts of Amiens. In the Church of 
the Convent of the Paracletes the priest was 
saying Mass, and consequently t!he curtain before 
the chapel undrawn. One of the nuns was kneel- 
ing very near the grate, and so elegant a figure I 
never behelci. Her face was very handsome, and 
her countenance very interesting ; and she per- 
formed her devotions with a sobriety of attention 
that was very striking indeed. Her dress was white, 
with a blacli fe'ash, and a veil put on in the most 
fceconiing manner, but with beautiful simplicity. 
If one of oiir fine cirest ladiies had beien placed near 
this charming votarist, the contrast of their appear- 
ance would have formed a more efficacious lesson^ 
against the fopperies and extravagance of the pre- 
sent fashions, than a whole volume of grave re- 
monstranccis.' 

As you are so well acquainted with Paris, I do 
not attempt to give you any description. Indeed I 
have seen very few sights, as my intention in com- 
ing was not for amusement. Besides, I have been 
miserably ill with my tiresome bead ever since I 

cauw 
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Mrn^ here, I will not for thq present provoke it 
any more : but hope in about a week» if it please 
God, to inform you that I am safely landed in dear 
England, Only think how delightful it will be if 
you are disembarking at Holyhead, at the same 
time that I am set on shore at Dover. Adieu, my 
dear friend. God bless you. 



LETTER CLIV. 

Deal, June 2, iSSf. 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dearesl 
Mrs. Vesey, for the kind Note, of which I seemed 
so unworthy. I hope the sleeping draught {^re« 
sented only pleasant dreams to your imagination, 
and that it led your friend to you through the ivory 
gate *, and placed her close to your elbow in that 
very :chair which you so kindly had appropriated fbf 
her ease. If on the contrary the vbion was coi>^ 
ducted to you through the homy passage *', it would 

have 

* Alluding to the classical fiction concerning .dreams, by 
which those that viere/alse were supposed to come th^pugli th<^ 
ivory gate of sleep, and, those that were true thnnsgh that lyhich 
wa« made of horn. Both Horace and Virgil hare copied thi$ 
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have represented her to you languishing on a pillow,' 
with a fever, sore throat, and the same distracting 
pains in her head, which obliged her to leave you 
with so much precipitation on Tuesday night. 

Nothing but the incapacity of writing could have 
kept me so long from conversing with you ; but in- 
deed I have been extremely ill, which I would not 
tell you, but ,at the same time when I thank God I 
%m getting so very much better. The abscess in 
my throat is broke, the pain in my head is greatly 
abated, and I slept freer from fever last night than 
for any night this last week. I am very low and 
languid, but that must be expected ; but I hope 
now, as the worst symptoms are mended, that in a 
few days I Ihall return to my usual state* 

Pray give my best love to dear Mrs. Handcock, 
audi; tell her I shall think of her much oftener than 
when I see the beautiful cup which she sent me. 
I shall certainly value it as her gift : but I can 
toever drink my tea out of it with equal pleasure as 
when she poured it out for me. I must and I will 
hope that we shall meet again next ^'winter. With 
my kind compliments and best wisheil to Mr. Vescy, 
d9 pray tell him that he cannot spend the winter 

poetic idea from Homer ; but the former appears to have madr 
use of it with much greater judgment than the latter has done. 
See Horat. Ul^. iii. Od. 27. 141: and Virg. ^neid. vi^ 
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any where so well, or so comfortably for his health 
as in London. Tell him too that whatever company 
he may see, he will find none who feels greater 
pleasure in coming to his house, nor who feels more 
obliged to him for being so frequently and so kindly 
admitted into it than I do. 

You have a malicious intention to make me vain 
of Mr. Walpole : but I value his esteem too much 
to render myself unworthy of it. 

Adieu, my dear friend, do pray write to me as 
often as you can, and tell me how you do, and 
what you do, and all the agreeable things that 
other people do and say, from the influence of 
your enchanted castle. I hope the fear of losing any 
of your trees is over. If any such attempt is made 
surely the Hamadryads, who must delight to shade 
your bower, will scream in the ears of the feller till 
he drops his axe* Do kindly let Miss Clarke hav« 
ihe enclosed, 
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LETTER CLV. 

Deal, June 11, 1783. 

Your evening at Chelsea, my dear Mr«. 
Vesey, was accompanied by so many pleasant cir- 
cumstances, that I hope you enjoyed it in all per- 
fection ; that your mind was as serene as the ele- 
ments around you, and your heart in unison with 
that of the sweet enchanting mistress * of that de- 
lightful villa, which certainly is one of the pret- 
tiest places imagination can fancy. A thousand 
thanks for the kindness which prompted you to 
form a wish that I could be of the party. That 
wish was the next best thing to my being actually 
there, but wisely has Providence ordained that all 
our wishes, even seemingly reasonable ones, should 
not be gratified. 

This delightful evening, I fear, was succeeded 
by a sleepless night, an evil you too commonly ex- 
perience, and in which your imagination probably 
conjured up only melancholy phantoms of your im- 
pending journey, and the separating sea. I would 

• Lady Dartrey. 
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fttinliope they are merely phantom? : or at least 
that we may look forward with hope, to the pleasing 
prospect . that Mr. Vesey will be prevailed on to 
return to England next winter. Indeed this is an 
important point to me. I find that every year helps 
to strengthen my attachment and affection to my 
friends ; and the having passed so many delightfully, 
social hours with you and Mrs. Handcock last wiur, 
ter ; and in a maimer so much less interrupted than 
usual^ has helped to endear you the more tenderly 
to my heart. 

I am, I thank God, very much better, than 
-when I last gave you an account of myself, having 
been for some days quite free from the illness which 
seems to have alarmed you, and which to say truth 
I brought from London with me. As for my head 
cela va toujours son train. 

Have you consulted Dr. Warren on the safety of 
Mr. Vesey 's undertaking to leave England? This 
will surely be highly proper both on hia? aqcount 
and your own, as it would be so particularly dis^ 
tressing if be should be taken ill on the road. My 
love to dear Mrs. Handcock, you do not name her 
in your Letter, and I am sure she would alwayssend 
me some kind message. I would not give a pin for 
formal compliments, but every little douceur of ex- 
pression is of the highest importance from thosewe 
love, and particularly so when we know they love 
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us ; therefore I beg you will not again cheat me of 
my due. 

Do pray write to me as often as you can, and 
tend me some franks directed to yourself. My kind 
wishes to Mr. Vesey, and do not fail to remind him 
that he is engaged in honor to invite me to many a 
cheerful dinner next winter, and assure him I will 
be as agreeable and lively as ever 1 can. Adieui 
my dear friend. Heaven bless you. 
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peal, July 5, 1783, 

You would sooner have received my* 
ttianks, my dear Mrs. Vesey, for your kind en-' 
quiry, but a bad fit of the head-ache which left me 
languid and good for nothing prevented my writing. 
I have I assure you quite got over the illness I 
brought from London with me, and am returned in 
general to pretty much my old state, and much rea- 
son I have to be thankful, and I hope I am, that 
tiiat state is no worse. Indeed the admonitions of 
P^y gi^pwingoldi arip so very gentle compared with 

wha| 
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what many others experience, that it ig more nece 
s6Ty for me to contemplate my years than my infii 
xpities, in or^r to prepare me for the conclusion of 
tjiem. 

I h^ beguo this Letter a week ago, and was in-* 
terrupted by company, and I have ever.since bean. 
tpo ill to return to it ; the two last days were almost 
entirely spent on my pillow. I am, I thank God, 
better to day a great deal ; but though I did not 
find myself equal to accepting an hivitation to a 
large party in a very small room, I can with great 
delight enjoy a tete ^ t6te with so dear a friend ; 
particularly where the discourse is carried on with*- 
out any exertipn of my vpice j whjch would be 
quite an effort, and to say truth I do not think I 
should be equal to it, even was you just now to pop 
into my room. The very thought enlivens me ; and 
makes me indulg^e the hope, (which to give up 
would terribly distress me) of occupying the rush 
chair which you have so kindly appropriated to my 
next winter's visits. Indeed when I lieard Mr. 
Vesey mention his intention of going, lie declared, 
that he fully meant to return next winter ; surely 
lie will not cruelly disappoint so many people, wha 
love both him and yoii, and likewise dear Mrs.. 
Handcock ; though you never mention her to me^ 
I will, however, seini my love to her, whethtr you 
^e it or not 

I Mrs, 
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Mrs. Pennington and Montagu .have put bees 
here, and desire to be most kindly rememb^ed to 
you all. As it has not been my fault that I did not^ 
answer your Letter so soon as usual, I hope you 
will let me hear from you the first* half hour you 
have to bestow ; and not punish my^ heart for the 
faults of my poor head. Adieu, my dear friend. 
God bless you. 



LETTER CLVIL 



l)eal, Avg. 8, 17SS* 

. A MISERABLE achiug head will not allow 
me to express half the joy I feel in the hope of see- 
ing my dear friends of Clarges . Street in my owi> 
little abode. But what do you mean by a break* 
fast my dear Mrs. Vesey ? No breakfast shall you 
have unless you dine with me too ; why I have a 
couple of chickens that are actually fattening be- 
cause they are innocent food for Mr. Vesey. Pray 
spend as much time with me as you can spare. I 
shall be happy to see you any day afiber Sunday^ 
and be so good as to let me know by .the leturn of 

Post 



Post what day you will come, and at what hour yon 
wish to have your breakfast and dinner ready. 
Remember there will be a fine moon ; but if yon 
are kindly disposed to make a longer stay, I have 
one spare bed for you, and I can contrive another 
for dear Mrs. Handcoek, and I dare say I can get 
a clean private lodging for Mr. Vesey within two 
or three doors of my oVra house. 

I do not at all approve of your scheme of sur- 
prize, suppose par exemple you had come in such 
a manner this week, you might have found me 
flown to Dover on a visit to dear Lady Dartrey,. 
They are all on their road at present towards Tun- 
bridge. When I see you I will tell you the reason 
of this change of plan ; but my miserable head 
will not allow it at present. 

Do not fail writing by return of Post, that I may 
know the day and hour when I shall be so happy as 
to see you. And pray come as early as you can, 
both for my sake and your own, that you may not 
be fatigued by the heat of the day, which is still 
less pleasant than the morning, though much cooler 
than it has been. 

I cannot express what I feel when I think I shall 
•ee you so soon, and that you are actually within a 
drive of me *, when I was doubtful whether you 

^ Mr. Vesey was tken nl Margatei haviog been suddenly 
•xdered to the sea coast* 

8 were 
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were not travelling towards Holyhead. I need not 
say how much I shall long for to-morrow's Pos^ 
which is to fix the time of your coming to DeaL 
£n attendant my best wishes attend you all. Alas! 
my poor head ! 
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LETTER CLVIIL 

Deal, Sept. 23, 1783. 

Your Letter, my dearest Mrs. Vesey, 
though dated the 1 8th, did not reach Deal till Sun^ 
day night. I should, however, have answered your 
kind enquiries yesterday, but wai^ too ill to write 
without more difficulty than you would wish : I am 
not much better to day, but I will no longer defer 
thanking you as being such a frail machine, I know 
not when I may be in a better capacity. Probably 
my being so extremely uncomfortable is caused by 
such b long succession of very damp wrather, which 
is of all others the most unfriendly to my constitu* 
tion, or composition, which you will. As you say 
nothing to the contrary, I hope none of you are 
particularly affected by it in your healthy though i| 

WU3t 



335 

must very much interrupt the pleasure of your walks, 
ftn4 airings. Do not, however, I beg you, be dri- 
ven tot) precipitately from the coast ; October i»ay 
wear the placid smiles which mbre naturally bdbng 
to Septeniber, and is often, in this country particu- 
larly, a most delightful month. ♦ 

It would make tiie very happy to ^ay ybu a visit 
at' Margate, as you so kindly press it, but alas it is 
impracticable. There is at present in this place one 
of my oldest friends, of above forty years standing, 
whim I could not think of leatving while she stays 
here. When she is^ gone, I have long promised 
Mrs. Pennington to spend a few days with her, and 
•be would be sadly disappointed if I did not come ; 
dnd if none of these impediments were in the way, 
my health is so precarious and uncertain, that I 
I" could not think of running the risque- either of 
being troublesome to yod, or of being mortified by 
the incapacity of enjoying the pleasure of your dear 
society when within my reach. 

How I should love ta ramble with you in search 
of every vestige of our Saxon ancestors, in the 
spot* where they first took possession of a dis- 
tracted kingdom, which they afterwards raised to 
so much dignity and glory. History should be of 
our party, and restore tvtxy monument to its ori- 

* The isle of Thanet, in which U«nj;ist and Horsa landed. 

ginal 
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ginal form : while Imagination on the other hand, 
should point to the desolated remains^ and inspire 
every soothing charm of poetical and sentimeatal 
melancholy. Far different is this kind of feelings 
from that which is excited by the view of the pre- 
sent change and cotemporary ruin, such as you des* 
cribe both in the moral and natural stdl;e of that 
long loved abode *, where we have past so man^ 
deli^ful hours. 

I experienced something of the same kind Jast 
springy when I saw Mrs. R — and Colonel T-^- 
flourishing away iri the open window of a house 
where I have so often listened for hours to the wi^r 
dom and virtue of dear Lady Frances Coningesby. 
Such events however, like all others, have their tise« 
We naturally in such a case compare the past with 
the present inhabitants: and the heart, which i$ 
always more in earnest than the understanding, 
places the contrast between their characters in the 
strongest point of view, and all its feelings deter- 
mine on the side of virtue. — My head is very con- 
fused, and whether I have exprest myself intelli^« 
bly I leave you tp find out. Pour moi, si je ne 
comprends pas, au moins je me devme. 

* Probably the koiue in Bolton Row, which Mr. Vesey 
ka<} quitted. 

Love 
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Love and best wishes to Mrs. Handcock and 
Mr, Vesey. My respects when you see her to 
Lady Drogheda. Let me hear from you soon pray* 
I have not any frank to dear Lady Dartrey. I am 
sorry for you that Mr. Walpole is not likely to be 
of your parties next winter. For myself, I have 
no wish beyond the inhabitants, et de terns en terns, 
our select and commop friends. Miss Cooper talks 
of a hope of seeing you, for which ghe expr^sse^ 
a most earnest desire : but whether poor soul she 
Will be able to come to town^ is I fear very doubts 
^ful• She mentions your being remo^ to Rams* 
gate, but m you do not, I naturally suppose she 
b misii^rmed. Adieu ! my dear friend; I cannot 
■help hoping I shall have another sight of you bdbrt 
you leave this country* God bless you« 



BETTER 
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LETTER CLI2^..: . . ^ 

Deal, Jme5f 1784^ 

« « ■ 

It was not possible for me to write toyoil 
yestarday: aiKl nothing but a very stioag inclinftr 
tion could tempt me, uawell as I mn, to wiite ta 
y6w to day* But^ my dearest Mrs^ Vesey^^ I 
-know' you will wi3h to bear that I am got safe to 
the end of my jouimey, of. which, thank God, I 
otn inform yoacbut I rciUnot render my ! Letter 
pmusingl)y the reottal o£ any.stmnge adventures. 
As I had not set my beait upoHiribQixig robbed qiuite 
so much as you did, on our return from Hampton, 
I was not much disappointed by meeting nobody 
upon the road, whom, even you, could have con- 
jured into a highwayman, except one fat gentleman 
with a portmanteau buckled before him« The day 
was very favorable to me in, respect to the heat: 
indeed I scarcely ever felt more intense cold ; and 
there was not a ray of sunshine to enliven the pros^ 
pects. 

' "I never slopt eifcept to change the chai$e, &c/ 
till I got to Canterbury, so probably you may exult 
to tbipk how often I regretted the refusal of your 

kind 
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kind offer of a pye. However I kept myself from 
Starving by the help of some good bitter pehny 
plumb cakes. At Canterbury I spent two quiet 
pleasant hours with a friend, who refreshed me with 
fcoffee in a little gothic abode, shaded by trees^ 
which I think you would admire as much as I do *; 
Her house is one of the few remaining original 
buildings^ whieh i&arround the venerable Cathedral, 
and it is totally unsophisticated by sashed windows^ 
tor any other modern foppery, 

I got to Deii about eight b cldck^ arid passe4 
the melancholy Church yard which conceals the dear 
friend f, who always ufeed to Welcome my returii 
with Iooki$ add expressions of thie most cordial af-^* 
fection, and heartfelt kindtiess. You will easily 
imagine how vet'y nluch I miidt feel the sad va-^ 
fcancy, that her loss makes me e^iperience in this 
place ; but She I doubt not is riBfllping the fruits of 
a well spent life : and I \i^ill not repine, for Heaven 
graciously has still ^pdred me many and very great 
comforts, I have kept myself as much employed a$ 
possible, to bariidb painful re&ettions: and hope 
soon to be able to rejoice iii her happiness with A 
less painful teiise bf my o wtl heavy losH. I found 

* A small a|>peh(iagb to the Deanery, in wWch Mr i^lolh^f 
daughter to a Prcbendairy of Canterbury^ and 6ne of Mtu 
Carter^s earliest flriends, resided. 

+ Mrs. tJrtderdown> a Very amiable And Excellent \T0maft* 
fOL. IT; ? kU 



k\\ my farrril y, I thank God, very wcH. The Dr^ 
and Mrs. Pennington niade me a flying visit yester- 
day ; but I hope liext week to see them in a more 
comfortable way, and in less hurry. 

And now is the time, my dear Mrs. Ves^, to 
return my best thanks to you and Mr. Vesey^ and 
Mrs. Handcock, for all your kindness^ and the 
many very happy days, and deRghlful hours, whicli 
you so indulgently allowed me to spend with you 
during the last winten God grant we may see as 
much of effcch other the next. In the mean time I 
^ill hope for a sight of yqu all when you are at 
Margate, and I vv4ll give you just such a little din-. 
tier as you were so good afe to be pleased with, and 
cat With me last sumn^er. Coining to see folks in 
ft Rtile way must make a pl^^sing variety to your 
usual mode of life ; so I beg you will come here 
and change your every day scene, as often as you 
find yourself inclined ; you will be certain to find a 
heart vejoiced to see, and pix>.ud to entertain yoa 
with its best, not only ft)od, but affections*. 

Wlien you see Miss Hamilton *, be so good, with 
toy love, to tell Iier I will write to her very soon. 
And pray let me bear from you very soon. God 
bless you, iny.very dear friend. 



Now Sfrs. Dickcnsor^ 
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Letter clX. 

bleal, Juty ID, i?84. 

it does my heart gobd, my dear friend^ 
Ihat you so kindly regret the absence of one^ who 
Is s6 far entitled to your reniembrance, as she 
always recollects with teiider Affection arid gratitude 
those hours which she passes with so heartfelt an 
enjoyment in your society. YoU cinhot imagine — 
yes, but I hope you can — -how happy you made me, 
by the hope of our meeting in town liext winter. 
Many winters berieath the stars; neither of us can 
expect to see : but whatever be the number which 
it pleases God to allow us, md.y w6 spend togethei> 
and by evei'y mutual assistancti of virtuous friend- 
ship, endeavour to improve them so as to enliveii 
our hopes of meeting again, after the few short 
dark days are past, in those bright regions, where 
*' The sun shall no more go down, nor the mootl 
withdraw her Ught.^' 

What a picture did you draw of the death of 
pdor Lady H^-^ — ! Such a conclusion of a life 
so spent is awfully striking ! The meditation on 
80 terrible an event ought to excite the most 

a S lively 



lively gratitude of all Mho have been 8o forittnatd 
as to be educated in happier and right principles, 
and placed out of the reach of such fearful tempta- 
tions; and should quicken their attention to acfc 
suitably to their advantages. 

Lord and Lady Dartrey must; I am sure, have 
suffered greatly from their viev? of that shocking 
duel \ It is dreadful to see hrm an indulgence of 
pride ait>d revenge transforms human creatures into 
denfions. 

Why would you not tell me how you liked the 
^legy I transcribed for you in my last Letter? Per-* 
haps you thought the first lines a concetto; butconf- 
ifeider that a concetto rtever touches the heart as 
surely these lines do. 

When do you come to Margate ? The weather 
iiow is delightful, neither too hot nor too cold, just 
fit for travellings and enjoying the sea side. My 
•love to dear Mrs. Handcock; and do pray tell Mr, 
Vesey I have got some chickens fattening ison inr 
tention ; if he will do them and me the favour to 
touje and eat them. Be so good as to procure a 
ffank for the enclosed Letter for Mrs. Henry, and 
t^ild it to the p^osl When I last had tlie pleasure 

■^ A duel which took ptace near rfn inii where they acciden- 
t«lly were, anfd which Lord Dartrey iii vain endeavoured ta' 
prevent. It ^nded in the death of one of the parties, Th*' 
^thef was tried for- it some years after -aiKl accjuitted. 

, 0< 
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of hearing from her,' she talked of -visitbg - bcr- 
friends iij.EngUnd next spring, who will I aai sure - 
all be most happy to scie her. / 

How could you think that it could be a;iy secret : 
that Lord and Lady Dartrey saw the duel ? I read 
an account of their being spectators of this unhappy 
affair, and trying to prevent it, in a newspaper r 
though it did not form &o 9J^ecting a picture a& that; 
drawn by your ejtquisite; pencil. Adieu, my dear, 
friend. Pray write spon, for I long, to know when: 
you will be in this country. God bless ydu. 



r ' j I » ■ ! ■ ■ ' ■ . ' • ■ ■ ' « 



XETTER CLXI, [ 

Deal; J«ty 30, 1784, ' 

9 

Indeed, my dear Mrs* Vesey, I have 
often Ippged to thank you all for your very kind 
ATJsit, but my wi^etthed he?id has been so thoroughly 
Mnc(Mxifortable almost every day since I saw you, as 
rendered me quite unfit for writing. It is this morn- 
ing almost as bad as it can be, but coute qu'il coute 
I must tell you how sensibly I feel the kindness of 
your Letter, and moreover give you what intelli- 
gence 
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genee I can of our friends. Lady Dartrey is yoq 
know a very idle carres{>ondent ; but lUbad the 
pleasure of hearing not long since that she was quite 
recovered^ froi^ Miss Hamilton. 

I bad a Letter from Mrs. Montagu about ten 
days ago, dated the 15th, she was then on her 
road, in most delightful health and spirits, travel- 
ling over hill and dale in a whisky, the next envin 
able conveyance to a hippogriph *. The name of 
her northern abode is Denton, near Newcastle. 
Mrs. Feilding is at Lord Winchelsea's, in Charles-^ 
§treet, goiqg to inoculate her little boy. All the 
rest of your frinds, that I have any correspond*- 
aacc with, are quite well. 

I believe you have drawn a very strong likeness 
of Lady Mary Coke. I congratulate ypu on the 
acquisition. Pray had my friend, whom you sq 
handsomely drive off in a post-chaise, any name ? 
And what is it ? I feared by Lady Hierries's ac- 
count of herself that her health was in a very bad 
Utate ; bttt as she has always found relief fropi the 
dea, I hope it will now have its usual effect 

I perfectly ^gree mth you that it is a very defecT 
tive description of the sea, that is confined merely 
\o it's utility i but indeed the idei^ of utility ought 

* The animal half horse half gnffin^ which carried AstoK 
pho, ifi AnostQ* 

to 
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t^ extend much bgyohd the necessities of corpo^dtil': 
existence. It is a striking instance of the wisdom ' 
and goodness of our beneficentCreator, that he iias' 
adapted the universe, to every part of our compo^. 
aition : that while we are surrounded by objects 
which are so admirably formed fov the supply of the 
exigencies of our animal.' and social nature, they^ 
are decorated mth sucli a profusion of sublime and| 
l^autiful scenery as ^harm^tke imagiciation, and 
aflford a noble entertainmeiait tb the highest faculties^ 
of the soul, . 

We have been in great agitation in this place on 
account of a murder committed on Monday last, at 
a place about two or three miles from this . place. 
The utmost activity and diligence has been exerted 
to find the murderer, aud I am glad to say they have 
succeeded. He w»s for some hours last night 
under examination by my brother, who sent him to 
jail. The subject of this dreadful affair was a poor 
young woman, who was walking to Sandwich with 
a bundle. The wretch threw her into- a ditch in 
order to rol^ her, and there she was smothered. A 
boy about thirteen years pld saw the whole transac- 
tion, and gave a very clear account of it : but wa^ 
so sadly ignorant in other respects, that my brother 
could not administer an oath to him. However 
there will be sufficient evidence, from a handkei^ 
chief that was found on the prisoner, wb^h the 

poor 
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poor mother of the gu*! swore to be her^s. He wa^ 
^shorted to confess ; but aaswered he would coi^esG, 
Oaly to God. He atteixipted to prove an alibi : 
but \Ym seen by so many people near the time at 
this place,, that there seems. no doubt of bis person, 
.which J3 marked very strongly hy a wound pn his 
cheel^, wihich l^e receiiisd in the enga^oient with 
the VMle de P0.ris. He. is a Dane, but was in our 
fleet *. I have writ ; you. a long story, bat we taUf 
pf nothing else, Aa^^hftye ^y room to jadd,. Go4 
t)le«5 you ^11. 



Ml <■ 
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Deal, JM' 21, ^784, 

If I was possessed of that magiq wa.n4 
wiil^ yi^hich you cornpliaient nie, I should certainly 
^aye it, my dear friend, to produce ^^ carriage, to 
ponyey you thrqugh the air^ or on the surface of a 
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f He vtus convicted at tbe assiaei at I^aidstone and hanged. 
There coitld be no doubt of his gaiit, and, unless the editor's 
in^moiii ^eiy^.bifn, hG,f«&ife^d it after his.t|ial» 

smooth 
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iftii^bath Vave/ to prevent your being shaken -by tliQ 
jumble of a terrestrial vehicle, and then I might 
hope to reiceive ypu aU once more in my little 
quiet abode. It i3 morfiiyipg to thipk of your be- 
ing within 3ixteen mile3 of me^ without ^eebg you : 
but I rely on yoi^r Jiindness, that yo;j would give 
me that pleasure, if k was not absolutely inconve- 
nient to you, and I will not tei^e you by solicita-^ 
jtions. Indeed (he days are ppw sq much shorts 
ened, that such an (Expedition would be of little 
comfort on either side ; and X can scarcely w^ish you 

undertake it, unle3s you could bestow more days- 
xm me than one^ In that case I could accommo- 
date you with two beds, and I am sure I need not 
jsay how happy I should be to have you beneath 
my roof. So if you can bring this scheme to bear, 

1 will eadjeavour to procure a room for Mr. Vesey 
^t a private house dose by. If I must renounce 
•the hope of seeiugyou here, like you, I, will look 
forward tQ our meeting next winter, and Gpd grant 
it may be happily J 

Have you read Captain Cook's last vayages ? I 
have just finished them* The description of the 
ravage inhabitants of the southern climates is a fine 
ieloge of a ^tate of nature, of which one species of 
philosophers b fond of speaking in such rapturous 
(terms ! I was heartily glad to take my leave of these 
jt^^xbariaos^ and to find Qiyself among the harmless 

gentle 
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gentle contented race, that dwell on the borders of 
the artic circle. Placed on the shore of a frozeq 
ocean, surrounded by mountains of perennial snow, 
listening to the howl of storrov winds, the bellows 
ing of sea Tiorses, and the growl of hungry bears^ 
f hese poor people think no country under heaven so 
highly favoured as their own. Favoured in one re- 
spect indeed they eminently are, as they enjoy the 
t)lessings of a mild government, and the illumina* 
tion of the Christian religion. Ever since I read 
this account, I have felt a very high respect for the 
Russians, to whose humanity and instruetions the 
inhabitants of Kamtschatka owe their inestimable 
advantages. 

I am glad you have the pleasure of the society, of 
the Duchess Dowager of Portland at Margate. 
I will trouble you to give my most respectfiil com- 
pliments to her Grace the first time you bee her. 

I hope, as you do not mention your teeth, that 
the dentist has finished all his terrible operations, 
and that you are now enjoying the good efii^cts of 
them. I rejoice to hear so good an account of Mr. 
Vesey's health, and beg my best wishes to him fdr 
his further improvement I am content that he 
shall hob and nob with the sea nymphs at Margate, 
provided he remembers bis engagements to n^e ia 
Clarges-strefet in the winter. My love to dear. 
Mrs. HandcDck. My-^end Mrs. Cosnan is at 

Margate \ 
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Mai^gatez have you got acquainted with her? I 
have for a long course of years been greatly in-^ 
debted to her affeptipp. She was a daught^ of Sir 
Thomas D^Aetb, and except one family^ the first 
person in this county, who honoured me with any 
particu^aF notice. Adieu, my dear friend, if I am 
not to have the pleasure of seeing you again, or in- 
deed if I am to be made so happy, I beg you will 
write to me as often a^ ey^r you ^an^ (xod biesa^ 
^ou. Good night, 
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J^PTTER CLXIII. 

Deal, Jifg. S8, If Sir 

Your writing to me, my dearest Mrs, 
ye^ey, at a time whep your mind was agitated and 
opprest, was giving me a very kind testimony of 
your friendship. People impart their joys at ran* 
4om^ but in spy distress wt wish to repose our sor- 
rows in some hgart on wl^ose sympathy we caa 
depend 

Quandi pia tra gli affanni altri si duole 
f9kr che de' cari suvi piii ii rammentii 

111 beucbd 
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E bencbe sien lontani, il dolor stiol.€i 
Con forte fantasia fi^rl^ prcsenti, 
JMeditiamo gU affetti, e le parole 
Pnde ci renderjan ILeyi i tormcnti, 
£ con qu^i sed&i in lor person^ esspressi 
Pemsi^mo a.lQjrp, e fionsoliamo noi su»»i. 



Every bo(iiy» at some t^ne or other, has felt thU, 
but Carlo Maggi eiqpre^aes it so xpiich better, that | 
icould not help making thi« long quotatioop . 

It gave me great joy to find by tbejattef ^jartof 
your Letter, jthat your terrors were removed about 

* 

Mr. Vesey. His disorder was probably an effect ol" 
this uncommon weather, which-ficarcely any con- 
stitution can stand. I am heartily sorry for tlie mis- 
fortune which has befallen pogr Thomas, and for 
the distress 30, melancholy, |j1 accident tnust have oc- 
casioned in your family. Are you acquainted witli 
any of the governors of St Luke's IJospital ? Thi^ 
was instituted somjs years ago, as a relief to the ruinr 
pus expences of Bedlam; and the late Admiral 
Smith, who I think was one of the governors, tolcj 
me that great care was taken of the unhappy patir 
jents. It will be worth your etiquiring after, if the 
poor man continues in his miserable state. I honor 
%he rest of the servants for their tenderness to him, 
which 1 should not have doubted, even if you had 
pot named it, from every ^ing that I have eversceq 
pf them. 

Pray 



I^ray wish Mrs. Hughes joy for me of her son's 
promotion, which I thank you for mcntioningi 
Mrs. Cosnafl's relation to Siv Cloudesley Shovel is, 
that he was second husband to her grandmother. 
This Lady, by her first husband, had two sons. 
Sir John and Sir James Narborough. These young 
gentlemen went, I believe, as volunteers with their 
father-in-law, Sir C. Shovel, and perished with him 
in that fatal expedition ; and their fortune came to 
their sister, Lady D'Aeth, who was Mrs. Cosnan's 
mother. I have heard that somebody to whom Sir 
Thomas D'Aeth once showed the monument erected 
to these unfortunate young men, on reading the in- 
tription said — " It is a bad wind> Sir Thomas, that 
blows nobody any good *." 

In my morning view of the sea, I look towards 
the point of the North Foreland, with the tenderest 
affection, and most cordial good wishes. Do, pray, 
my dear friend, let me very often know how you 
go on. Pray tell Mr. Vesey, with my best com- 

* Sir Thomas had taarfUd the sister of Sir John Narbo- 
roHgh^ and after the unfortunate end of him and his brother 
James, (whom Mrs. Carter by mistake calls Sir Jatoes) becames 
entitled in her right to the Knolton estate. The monument al- 
luded to is in KuoHon cbarcb, and on.it' is represented |l ship' 
in a storm driving on the rocks, in memory of Sir Cloudesley 
Shovel's shipwreck with them on the rocks of Sciilji Oct, 22, 
It Of 4 

S filiment^, 
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plimente^ that we had two balloon philosophers bere 
yesterday, one of whom was the famous Mr.- 
Blanchardy who examined the South Foreland, to 
see if it was a proper spot from which Mongolfier 
might in October set off in his aerial vehicle, and 
fly over the sea to Calais ; they quite approved it. — • 
These gentlemen tlien set out yesterday for Dieppe 
to prepare some necessary materials for the balloon 
that is to set off from Lord Foley's garden. Adieuj 
my dearest friend. Every happiness attend you. 
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LETTER CLXIV. 

Deal, Oct. 12, 1784 

As Mr. Vesey ha; no appearance of being 
particularly ill, I hope his complaints arise from 
the great change in the weather, which must be op* 
pressively hot to all who cantiot venture to pass 
most part of the day In the open air^ at least in the 
draught of open doors and windows. 

It grieves me, my dear friend, to find your spirits 
are in so low a state ; mine are not very well calco^ 
lated at present to endeavour to raise them : yet I 

spent 
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ipent the last week very pleasantly. I past two 
days with my nephew at Eastry *. 1 rejoice very 
much in your favorable opinion of him, which in- 
deed he deserves, for he is a most valuable- young 
man* His life'is irpeproachable, and I am told by 
all who have been witnesses to it for I have not 
had that satisfaction myself, that he performs the 
sacred duties of his profession with, the greatest 
propriety and reverence. He talked to me with 
great deflight of the day which he passed at 
Margate. 

From Eastry Mrs. Cosnan sent for me to Wing- 
ham, where I staid three days. The weather was 
so beautifully line that we passed many hours in the 
garden, or sitting on a bench at the end of the 
grove, near a sweet stream, soothed by the gentle 
fall of the water over a little cascade, and we never 
returned to the bouse till the sun had &hed his last 
rays on the extremity of a dark walk erf thick trees. 
I often secretly, and sometimes openly, wished for 
you. Mrs. Cosnan regretted her having seen so 
little of you whilst she was at Margate. There 
was formerly a religious foundation at Wingham. 
The house is supposed to have belonged to the 
superior. It is divided by a noble great halL 

* The Editors elder brother, the Rev. Thomas Pennington, 
Rector of Thorley, in Herts, and of Kingsik>wD, in Kent. 

Many 
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Many oi the apartments are moderdlzed^ bui th^ 
garden front retains a good deal of its ancient go- 
tiiic form. Mr. Cosnan has 0€fw-furD]$bed some of 
the rooms with such an ele^^t simplicity, so to*' 
tally void of all glarirtg ornaments^ that I am sure 
it would delight the ju3ln^» of your taste. 

While I was at Widgham I received a message 
from Mr < Pulteney^ spying he would call on me^ 
H^ entareid the room, arid from behind him sprung 
Miss Pulteriey^ and flew up to me with such a na^ 
tural vivacity of affection that would have made' 
you love hen It was a perfect surprise to me, for 
I did riot know Mr. l^ulteney was gone for hen 
-Yoit; my dear frietid, who are always so forid of 
and kind to youftg peoprle, I hope you will, when 
you go M town, give her art opportunity of waiting 
on you. The being introduced into polite arid im- 
providg society will be the best means of forming 
her manners, and this advantage she can scarcely 
have met with in a convent I am sure you will 
love her when you know her^ but at present she is^ 
with strangers, timidity personified. 

When I last heard from Mrs. Montagu she gave 
me a ^ost comfortable account of her health. She 
has again! been travelling over hill arid dale in a 
iVhiskey. 1 am heartily g4ad that the loss of her 
companion has not prevented her, taking this exer- 
cise, which I believe is of very great consequence 
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to her health, arid which I was very feaHul dh* ' 
^ would have given up. 

I have not the honor of being acquainted with 
the Dean of CanteAury any otherwise than by his 
character, which I exceedingly respect, as he is 
universally well spoken of as a remarkably good 
man *. Pray assure Mr. Vesey of my best wishes 
for the amendment of his healtbi It fe veiy un- 
lucky that you hare no acquaintance Wt at Mar*^ 
gate, -as society and friendly chit-chat would very 
much tend to make him forget some of his com- 
plaints. * ' 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock. Adieu, my dear 
friend*. I have been a very poor aiiin^ all day,, 
but you seemed so suixiously to wish I would write 
soon that I could resist no longer, though fully 
aware nothing can be more stupid ; and in return 
for this effort I entreat you to write to riie a3 often 
as you possibly can. You well know how very de- 
lightful a conversation with you, even by Letter^ 
when it cannot be di viva voce, is to the heart of 
her who truly loves you. 

* Dr. Home, afterwards Bishop of Norwich, a man who, 
bad few equals in learning, piety, and sweetness of manners. 
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lETTER CLXV. 

Deal, Oct. 29, 1784. 

As I heard you were so soon to leave 
Margate, I deferred tbaDkiog you, my dearest Mrs. 
Vesey, for your very kind Letter, or rather billet, 
till I could welcome you on your return \o Clarg^ 
8ti*eet, where, at the end of about two months, I 
hope for the happiness of spending oiany a delight- 
ful day and hour with you. Indeed it has been 
very mortifying to me, that at the dktance of so 
few miles I should have seen very little more of 
you than if you had been on the other side of St% 
George's Channel. My only consolatimi has been 
the flattering myself that you would haive come 
oftener to me if you could. 

Though I have always honored you for having 
the simplicity of a little child, I Could with a hearty 
good will whip you for having its imprudence, and 
making yourself sick with unripe fruit. A friend of 
mine, who b now here, complains of just the same 
forge in her stomadi as you do, but instead of ex- 
cess, erred by iabstemiousness, and took it into 
her head to live upon milk like a cat ; so that when 

she 
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she first came here she Mras so weak thslt 1 was 
quite alarmed. By being prevailed upon to return 
to the diet of other Christiaiv creatures, to mygreat 
comfort she has astonishingly recovered her strength 
and looks. As to perfect health, it belongs neither 
to her, nor you, nor me ; and therefore all we havQ 
to do is, without fretting or struggling, to submit 
humbly and with quiet resignation to our lot, and be 
very thankful, to the great Dispenser of all mercie9 
that it is no worse. Let us with gratitude look 
around us, and we shall see, for one as well off, 
twenty equally, nay, perhaps more deserving, in a 
much more uncomfortable situation than ourselves ; 
and these thoughts ought to make us bear our 
trifling infirmities with patience^ and resign all into 
his hands who knows what is best for us. 

Though winter had not put on his fur mantle 
when you wrote, his warmest clothing has since, I 
am sure, been scarcely sufficient to secure him 
against the cold, which has for some days been more 
intense than almost I ever remember it without frosL 

I have had the comfort of Mrs. Douglas with me 
for a much shorter time than I could have wished, 
but I could not be so selfish to endeavour to dis«- 
suade her from accepting a very convenient And 
pleasant conveyance to town with Mr. and the Miss 
Chalifes. You, who love young people, would I 
think by very much delighted with these sweet in^ 

A a S Docent 



336 

noceiit girls*, who, ^ with very great information 
khd high accomplishments, are totally free from all 
airs and affectation. They have a most excellent 
example in their charming mother, whoto I kniew be- 
fore they were bom, and who certainly is la raison 
meme. Do not stare and be scandalized at this des- 
cription, fdr I assure yoa she is entirely free from 
tiie severity and superciliousness which too often 
accompanies so regular a character when it is not 
softened by so sweet a temper, and such sound 
principles as operate on the whole behaviour of 
Mrs. Chalie. I am happy to say she stays a little 
longer with us, for the sake of sea-bathing, to 
which Dr. Douglas ordered her, and from which 
she has already received great benefit. 

Do pray let me know very soon how you all do. 
Adieu, my dear friend ; God bless and protect you, 
and keep Mr. Vesey in the tolerable health he at 

present enjoys. 

• • • ' ♦ I » • 

•■ Tlie eldest of these young ladies married Mr. Skreene, a 
Sotricrsctshire g<ifttleman, by whom she left an only'son ;* the 
younger married Mr. Garthshore, afterwards a Lord of the 
Adpuralty. Both are now deceased, but their excellent and 
•asiiable mother still survives. 
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LETTER CLXVI. 

Dealy Ji/we 7, 1785. 

• > i '■•■■. ■• 

As you will immediately guesd' the reason, 
nay dearest Mrs. Vesey, why I did not acquaint you 
with the day of my leaiving town, I will miake nb 
apology for an omission that you vvill I am sure fM 
as it was meant, as a proof of my afFefction. It 
was a great satisfaction lo me that I was not ob* 
liged to leave you till you could admit 4he visits /of 
your other friends, which I hope you now do. 

The sad suspence which rendered tranquillity im- 
practicable is now over^ and every unnecessary in* 
dulgence and voluntary aggravation of grief will 
help to prevent that resignation and submission 
which 1 am sure you are persuaded ip an absolute , 
duty. Endeavour then, my dear friend, to give 
the most unequivocal proof of acquiescence in the 
divine appointment, by enjoying with cheerful gra- 
titude the many blessings which ar^ still allotted 
you. ■ , ^ 

I heartily thank you for that confidence in iny 
affection, from which you have allowed me to 
share the naelancholy days whiqh you have lately 
apent. If it pleases God to continue us yet a few 

yeart 
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years longer in the world, I hope and trust we shall 
spend many cheerful days together. In this wish I 
most sincerely include dear Mrs. Handcock, to 
whom I beg my most affectionate love *. 

When you see Mr. Walpole, be so good as to 
make my kindest compliments to him, and let him 
know how much I regretted being out when he was 
so good as to call on me. Do pray write me just a 
)ine or two, a3 no information about you can he 
balf so satisfactory as from y(Hirself, and I do not 
think that writing to me can possibly do you any 
hurt Adieu, my dear friend. God preserve and 
pypport you* 



LETTER CLXVII. 

Estray, June Iff, 1785. 

Mant thanks to you, my dear friend, 
for kindly giving me the comfort of receiving an 
account of you from your own hand. Your ob- 

* This consolation relates to the death of Mr. Vesey, vrhich 
bad takea placa, before Mn, Carter left London. 

9 scrvations 
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servaitidns on the consequences of long life must be 
felt by every heart, and I experienced it deeply <m 
my return to Deal^ where I lived for many years ia 
a large circle of relations and friends. Of all wh^ 
once used to greet me with looks and expressions 
of cordial love and affection, not one remained; 
some were removed by absence, and others were 
for ever separated from all human connection with 
me by the grave. There are occasions when such 
changes will and ought to be felt, but it b our own 
fault if they deprive us of the general comforta^ of 
life. Perfect happiness was evidently not designed 
to be our lot beneath the sun, but the divine good* 
ness has mixed the evils of life with so great a pro* 
portion of good as will compose our itoiiids inter 
cheerful content, if we do not frustrate its gradouft 
intentions by an unwarrantable indulgence and by 
a voluntary aggravation of our grief. Endeavour 
then^ my dear friend, with all your might to avoid 
every unnecessary recollection of painful subjects^ 
and by the blessing of God, I trust your friture life 
may pass smoothly on in tranquillity and comfort. 

Pray assure Mr, Walpole of my affectionate re-', 
membrance, and thank him from me for his very 
kind attention to you and dear Mrs. Handcock. I 
rejoice that he has prevailed on you to take the air,, 
whifh is one of the best mechanical helps for the 
recovery of your spirits. — Do^ pray let me hear 

frt)m 
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£ropi you as often as you can, and let me know 
every particular of your situatien, in which I am 
sure you must be sensible how teuderly I am intar** 
ested. ' ' • 

I came to this place on Monday, and am to re« 
turn to Deal to-morrow. I feel great comfort in 
being situated so near the Doctor and .my sister 
Pennington : their family are a great delist and 
pleasure to me : my nephews prombe to be a con^ 
fort to our declining age, which must amply repay 
to their parents the trouble and anxiety they have 
eaused them *. This is a very sweet village, and 
all the country round it very beautiful, but the 
weather is at present very unfavorable to my ram- 
bles. Very near this house is a spot, on which 
stood a palace of some of our Saxon Kings f, and 
at two miles distance a village, once dedicated to 
Woden, and which still retains his name;]:, Hap* 

. * The Editor hope9 he shall be excused for observing, m 
jnstice to his brother and himself, that this expression has nq 
preference to any other trouble and anxiety than that which 
parents so excellent and affectionate must naturally have felt 
for the welfare of their children during the important period 
of their youth and education' 

f The mansion-house of Eastry-Court* 

J The village of Woodnesborough, supposed to be a corrup-r 
tion of Woodensborough. A high artificial mount is still re- 
maining near the church, which h^ been thought to be cont 
pected with the worship of the Saxon jdol* 

piiy 
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ipily the wild and barbarous rifes, by which 4his 
idol was formerly celebmtcd, are now converted 
into the reasonable and gentle devotion of a Christ- 
tian churcli, which stands on a rising ground, and 
cominand^ one of the finest views imaginable. 

My very affectionate love to dear Mrs. Handcock* 
All this family desire to be remembered to you both 
in the kindest and most affectionate manner. Adieu, 
my dear friend. Be good and write soon. God 
bless and preserve you. 



LETTER CLXVIIL 

Deal, June 11, l/SR 

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dearest 
Mrs. Vesey, for so kindly complying with my re- 
quest. Pray never think of throwing away a pen 
that is still capable of giving your friends so much 
pleasure, and pray do not fancy you write unintel- 
ligibly, for I met with not the least difficulty in 
reading your welcome Letter. Indeed my heart 
would have been a considerable loser if it had not 
perfectly comprehended your dear lamentations 
over the empty chair. 1 look forward with delight- 
ful hope to the prospect of resuming my claim to it 
pext winter. 
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Fyc upon Lord M ! What bu^iiess bad he 

to expose a life of so high reputation, and so valu* 
able to his friends, in a duel ? One pities a young 
officer, who is drawn into this abominaUe practice, 

but the courage of Lord M had been sufficii- 

cntly proved*; I rejoice, however, that by all ac** 
counts he is so likely to do well. Surely in this iur' 
ventive age some means might be found to transfer 
the point of honor to something less destructive^ 
since it is the point of honor it seems that is to 
usurp the right of principle, and to regulate human 
actions^ — Apropos of the point of honor. I have 
just been reading in an ancient account of India, 
that the women there were remarkably chaste^ un- 
less the gallant was able to present them with an 
elephant ; and this temptation was considered as so 
very irresistible, that in that case a lady might sa- 
crifice her virtue without forfeiting her characten 
This sounds very ridiculous, but it seems the riding 
upon an elephant is in that country a mark of the 
hi^est dignity. Do not you wish that the point of 
honor in tliis country likewise consisted in yielding 
to no other temptation ? For as elephants are not so 
easily imported as Norway rats, there might be a 
good chance of starving the proctors. 

* Perhaps Lord Macartney, if this was the date of his duel 
with General Stuart* Mrs. Carter knew him, and had a high 
respect for him. 

Do 
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' Do pray get to Tunbridge as soon as the towp 
ffirows empty^ and the heat and dust intolerable. 
Let me hear from yourself very soon, and do tell 
me all you are doing, h^.ve done, and mean to do. 
I wish you would have told me I might enclose my 
Letters to the Bishop of St. Asaph, Adieu, my 
dear friend. Love to Mrs. Handcock. 



LETTER CLXIX. 

Deal, Sept. 10, 17S6. 

It was rather a surprize to me, my dear 
Mrs. Vesey, to find by a Letter from Miss Bowdler 
that you most iniquitously reproach me for not writ- 
ing, whereas I apprehend the complaint to be en* 
tirely on the other side of the question. I wrote to 
you long since, and never have received any answer 
from you ; and a head almost perpetually aching 
^ves one very little inclination to write two Letters 
for one. I should indeed have got over this diffi<- 
culty if I had not had frequent opportunities of 
hearing of you, though you were so graceless never 
to let me hear^rom you. 

Miss Bowdler tells me you want to hear somer 
thmg of dear Lady Cremorne. I had a Letter 

from 
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.from her a few days ago, in which she told. me she 
had laid aside her scheme of going to Tunbrldge, 
and was advised to carry her sweet little girl into 
Wales to drink goats' whey. I thought you must 
have heard this from Lord Cremome, as I find he 
is at Tunbridge. God grant that the journey into 
Wales may be of service to the dear child. My 
heart aches at the description which this truly affec- 
tionate mother gives me of the delicate state of her 
darling's health. 

I am glad to find you have at length taken your- 
self and dear Mrs. Handcock out of the suffocation 
and solitude of London. I hope you will find the 
pure air and pleasant society of Tunbridge much 
Ijetter for your spirits than breathing the thick 
'smoke of London, and listening to the scream of 
Jorty a penny ripe pears. 

Mrs. Douglas has been with me about six weeks, 
and I hope is considerably better than when she 
first came. This rough weather very much affects 
'her rheumatism and gout, which reconciles me to 
parting with her, for fear our boisterous climate as 
the season advances might make her worse. Dr. 
Douglas has just taken a very pleasant airy house 
in Saville-row, two very essential points for my 
sister, who can so very seldom, from her dreadful 
health, leave her home> 

Ibeg» 
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' 1 beg, my deai- friend, that you will drink a.mo« 
derate, quantity of the Tunbridge waters, whidi I 
atn persuaded will be. of use both to your health 
And spirits. Of all medicines^ mineral waters have 
the fairest chance of doing good ; very unlike the 
productions of artificial chemistry, the compoaition 
is formed by an unerring hand, and every ingredient 
is mixed in due proportion. 

My love to dear Mrs. Handcock. I write this 
with a most sad and confused aching hea:d, but I 
was unwilling to lose the opportunity of sending it 
to London by Mrs. Douglas. Do pray write soom 
— ^No, you will not, I grieve, but cannot help it; 
and whether you write or not, I must be most afiec^ 
tionately your's, and equally pray for every blei^fling 
to attend yoUi 
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LETTER CLXX. 



Deal, Oct. (J, 1785^ 

r 



It is with regret, my dear Mrs. Vesey, 
that I direct my answer to your kind Letter td 
Clarges-street, as I greatly wished you . to have 

stayed 
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stayed some time longer art Tunbridge, and tried the 
further effects of the waters, which not only I but 
Mrs. Montagu thought might be very beneficial to 
your health. Indeed, if we must not hope for toy 
more favorable weather than we have had for the 
last three or four da5^s, you may, I think, congrte 
tulate yourself in being comfortably fixed in your 
winter quarters, where in little more than two 
months I shall hope to tak^ again possession of 
my comfortable chair, and spend .many happy days 
with you and dear Mrs. Handoock. / 

I now sit listening to the whistling wind, the 
dashing rain, and the roaring billows. I might 
have "been entertained with the gayer amusement^ 
of a social dinner, to which I was invited to-day^ 
but my head prevented me fi-om going. To an achr 
ing head all pleasures languish, except such as can 
be enjoyed without exertion, amidst the stillness of 
solitode, and the indulgence of and elbow chair. 
How thankful ought I to feel that these alleviations 
are mine, instead of such a condition of life as 
would have subjected me to hard labour in a lower 
situation, or to the equally fatiguing task of splen« 
did slavery in a higher. 

I had last week the pleasure of a party of our 
friends from Margate. The Miss Clarkes, and Mr. 
Walker, and his niece, who all seemed very welk 
Tbc^y were sq good as to breakfast with me, but 

th% 
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&e season i6 too far advanced for them to think 6f 
spending the day here. I hope they felt no incbn- 
venience from a most furious hurricane, or rathet 
whirlwind, which happened I think before they 
could have reached Margate, and was felt very 
violently here. Happily it lasted only a few mi- 
nutes, for it seemed as if it would tear earth and 
sea up by the roots. Indeed we have had a great 

« 

deal of very stormy weather, but intermixed with 
some sweet, tranquil, autumnal days. 

I am just returned from spending a most happy 
and comfortable week at Eastry^ where I had a few 
days of the delightful weather just mentioned, which 
I fully enjoyed in rambling about. I took a solitary 
walk oiie evening to a church about two miles dis- 
tant^ and sat myself down upon the pedestal of a 
dial, to survey a prospect with which I thmk you 
>vould have been charmed. Before me was a most 
beautiful landscape of lull and dale, woodland and 
open field. Opposite to this the spires of a distant 
town *f terminated by a long extent of calm blue 
sea, and the white cliffs of the isle of Thanet On 
another side was a rough romantic mount, which 
sunk abruptly into a deep woody dell f • — >Now do 

* Sandwich. 

t This is the mount of Woodnesborough, tnentiontd before,, 
from the church -yard of which village is the varied and beau- 
^ul prospect which Mn. Carter describes. 
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not tfamk t have been playing one of your tncks, 
aod describiog places and things formed only in 
yoor own brilliant imagination ; for I really and 
truly did see all that I have endeavoured to des- 
cribe. I wish I could complete it by sending you 
an epitaph, much beyond the common ^^r.le of 
church-yard poetry, but it required more time than 
the setting sun would allow me to make out some 
of the lines, which were almost effaced by time. 

I always leave Eastry with re^t ; 'tis a most 
favorite spot of mine, and it joys my heart to see 
my sister and her family so happy and com&Mrtable. 
Poor soul '/ she has but one drawback, and we must 
all have a something, or we should be too much 
astached to this worlds which is not meant for our 
abiding place ; I mean her constant bad health, 
which with increasing years produces increasing in* 
firmities. I thank God she was tolerable while I 
was there^ and we enjoyed the beauties of the fine 
autumnal evenings on a pretty little lawn tbey have, 
for her health does not allow, of ionc[ walks. 

Miss Bowdler g^ve me the comfort of hearing 
that Lord Cremorae had had good accounts of 
Miss Dawson while he was at Tunbridge. I long 
to hear that she keeps mending. Aaieu, my dearest 
friend. I will love you very dearly if you will let 
me know soon how both j/ou and dear Mrs. Hand- 
cock do. Good night, God bless you. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CLXXL 

Deal, Jut^ 16, 1787. 

Inde£1>^ my dearest Mrs. Yeeey, I cam 
bear it no longer ; after being accustomed lo st^ 
you for so long more than once in every day^ you 
leave me for whole weeks without the kart ij^^^-* 
course between us, aod I am obtiged ito conitesit 
myself with that solitary aflSedion ^whicb my iieart 
must retain for you. If dear Mrs* Handcock tvev 
wrote to any body, I cannot help: thinking she 
would sometimes write to me, antol give me an ac^^ 
count both of you and df herself. But abB, she 
has as great an antipathy to a pen as some people 
have fo a cat, so from her I can have lio expecta- 
tions^ The information which I might receive from 
any of our friends would not include half the par- 
ticulars which } wish to know, which is in short 
every thing relative to you — and you cruelly let me 
know nothing. Do pray relent, and give me a 
complete account of yourself and dear Mrs. Hand- 
cock. I have not yet heard whether Mr. George 
Vesey is come from Gibraltar. I long to know 
whether he behaves to you with the kindness you 
VOL. IV. B b deserve* 
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deserve *. In short, I am too tenderly interested 
in every thing that concerns you not to wish to 
know every particular of your situation. 

I have nothing to tell you about myself that is 
worJth yoyr hearing, for there is nothing very amus* 
ing in the history of an aching head and fluttering 
nervss; however, I have reason to be thankful, and 
I hope I am, that at my age things are no worse. 
I bad lately the pleasure of a Letter from JVIrs* 
Montagu, in which she expresses great delight in 
the condufi: of Mp. dnd Mrs. Matthew Montagu, 
which she seems to think bids fair .for happiness, 
God send it may, afe that will much add to her's. 
Adieu, my.dear friend: pray, pray do write to me, . 
Affectionate lov^e to Mrs.IiaDdcocH. God bless 
pnd iwreserve you. both 1 1 

t Tbe l^indne^ aiid respept jvbicli Mr. Yescy shewed to. his 
fincle'3 widow has been mentioned in the Preface. 

+ The Lfstter closed the correspondencie, which Mrs^Vesey's 
increasing infirmity made her unable to support. This cir- 
pumstance may also perhaps accbunt for the loss of several of 
Mrs. Garter's later Letters to her, which were i?ot found ip t^f 
parcel which contained the res^ 
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THE VISION. 

WHILE sootb'^ I listen'd to the tinkling rills 
That stream from Hagley's wood-envelop'd hills. 
Where, near the limpid fount, an urn is plac'd. 
With Pope's lov*d name by weeping friendship grac*d^ 
N^ht's shadowy wing o'er all the solemn scene 
Spread soft repose, and majesty serene : 
But sudden, through the undulating air. 
Notes more than human balmy zephyrs bear ; 
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And beaming from the gloom^ like Cynthia*s light 
The Bardj apparent^ strikes my wondVing sight 
Behold^ he cries^ that venerably oak. 
By age yet undecay'd, by storms unbroke; 
The npblest boast of all the sylvan race, 
IJnitiDg perfect strength with perfect grace ! 
Mark how it tow'rs above the highest grove, 
Admir'd by men, and lov'd by sovereign Jove ! 
Beneath its shade the swains protected sing ; 
To dec]^ its boughs their wreatlis the Druids bring ; 
And beno^}, ms froin Dojooas oak, the stf^te 
In surest oracles is told its fate ! 
But what fair myrtle near it lifts its head^ 

Whose odVous leaves, by dews ambrosial fed. 

Mild fragrance breathe o'er all this happy vale, 

Surpassing Ble^t Arabians ndhest gale. 

For not alone by Cytherea's hand 

This plant is nurs'd ; hpt i^U tb^ tuneful baud 

Of Muses, to refresh its verdure, bring 

The purest water of the Aonian spring. 

How sweet beneath k sonnd their various lays ! 

Lo! Phoebus courts its shade, and acorns the bays! 

Jjo ! mix'd with smilinjg loves (he trail) divine 

Of gentle virtues here fheir garlan<Js twinfe ! 

Pallas np n^qre her oi|ce lov'd olive tends : 

To guard this nobler tree from heav'n desceqds 

The powV of wisdom, and with firmest stay 

3uppof ts its stem, an4 drives each noxious Wast away J 

Pere clos'd th^ Bar4 his mystic -song— bis shade 
§hf^nk from my grasp, and ipto air decay 'd, 
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But left impridtecl on my ravish'd view 
The fonns of Pultney and of Montagu *« 

^ The JBarl of Bath and M^s, Montagu» with whom in the stimtAet of 
the preceding year Lord Lytteltoti had been at Tuxibridge ; and these verses 
were probably written soon after his return. With Lord Bath he had long 
been connected both by politics and fViendship ; and he had lived for many 
years upon terms of great intimacy with Mrs. Montagu ; she had indeed 
so high an esteem for him^ that she never forgave Dr. Johnson for the con- 
temptuous manner in which he spoke of htm in his .** Lives of the Poets.'* 
It was during this stay at Tunbridge that Lord Lyttelton vhrote those lines 
on reading Mrs. Carter's poems in maBuscript^ which were prefixed to Uiem 
when printed* 
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'••'•' A. 

A6EL, lamortd*, IL 363, 37f* 

Adventurer, hints foft the chaJracter o£ EUgenio in tbt. It. ICft 

119, 123^ • . . ... T 

Affection to animals. III. 98, IQO, 102i . '^ 

Affections) how far iSbangiablej IV. 40* .! ^f 

Ague, compared to ambition, III. ,159» 

AkensidC) I. 91- 

Alcindo, Malinconift. d', IIL 214^ 215* 

Algarotti, II. 253. 

Alphx)nsO) adventures of, JIL 1434 . 

Amelia, a novel, IL 69, 71> 75. 

America, its separation from England, IV. 8O64 

Ancients, maxims of, III. .131. , . 

Andrews, Joseph,- 1. I6, 23. ■ i 

Anthem, Mrs. Carter's, II. 124. 

Anson, Lord, sudden death, III* 12. 

■ Lady, reflection on her deatk^.IL 331* 

. Arabic, Iflatniiigof, JIL 156. 

Ariosto, opinion of, L 39* 

Asylum, observations on, IIL 97, 99$ 12p* 
' AMilXlftr Anna of; memoirs, IL 274* 
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B— , Mr. reflcctioDS onliis writihgi, Hie- 224, 22!?» 
Bftd nerves, rather humour, reftections on. III. 2. 
Baker, Mrs. her death, IV. 60. 
Baldwin's frontispiece, IL ^14. 
Barbauld, Mrs. her hymns, IV. 226. 
Bath, Lord, death of, III. 240. 
Bay, St. Margaret^ description of, II. 343 ; III. 321» 
Beattie, Dr. his pension, IV. 91. 
Beggar, account of. III. 201, 262* 
^Behs^, BUbcfi^of QibuisestMv I« ^ S7^ 
Berkeley, Mr. character of^ III. 52. 

. Dr. III. 176, 199- 

Bingham, Lady, her dmwtngg^ Ili« 343i 
Birth-day finery, 11. ^86S* • . ' 
Blandy, Miss, 11. 76. 
Blessings, thankfulness Ibc llkem, II. '246U 

■ ■ gratitude for, II. 355, 
Bluns, Madame de. III. ^Z4i, 2S5. 

Bolton, I>ean, II. 9» . a 

Books, French, LJ(4v 361$. '. 

Bouverie, Miss, character of, JII. .60. . 

Browne^s, Sir Thomas, Christian IVtoitals, I£.<.23^ . i . 

Bryant, his Mythology, IV.. 109. 

Bruce, of Kinnaird, Mi. :IV*. SW; ..... 

Bruhl, Count idf^- HI. . 15^^ > i i - 

Brunswick, Prince and Princefiis, aneiddotcsofyllL &fty^9.y2. 

Burton, Dr. John, 11. 302, n 

■ Dr. D. IXI«:i70: • * , * • , .. 
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Cambraiy Archbishop o(^ L 11^ 1-22. 

Cards, L 104, 110, 

Carlo Maggi, 11. 493, III. 29, SU 

la Vita, IIL 115. ^ 

Carter, Mr. IV. 214. 

Castle Howard, IV, 203. 

Chalie, Mrs. IV. 35^. 

Chapoue, Mr. death o^ XL 48S> IfU 

Mrs. III. 108. 

Chart, description of, IIL 171- 
Chesterfield, L^d, anecdote of, I.3f2. 

hi3 LetteBa, IV, itf« 

Chevaliers de Malthe, III. l€3.. 

Christmas so longer merry, IL 149> 191* 

Chudicigh, Miss, III. 354. 

Churchill, anecdote of. III. 90, 91« 

Church-yard, thoughts arisii^ in, IV. 9S« 

Cibber, Colley, I. 191. 

Cit}', ^unpleasant walk into, and aQecdote^ IIL 234^ 1^. 

Clarendon's History* opinion of, I. . 22* 

Clarissa, I. 243, 315, 3l6; IL l63. 

Clarke, Dr. I. 42. 

Cockbum, Mrs. IL 49, 52. 

Coffee-pot, Mrs. Vcsey's, IV, 137, l*i. 

Comet, III. 381. 

Constitution, management of, 1. 298. 

Contes Morales, IIL 6^. 

Cook, Capt. his last voyage, IV. 345. 

Cooper, Miss, IV. 298. 

Cosnan, Mrs. IIL 168. 

Couutry, employments^ of ?t, L 22L 

Cottntiy, 
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Country, appearance of near the sea» III. 302, 305. 
Cuddesden, occupations at» 1.353,354,359; 11.268- 



D. 



D*Aeth, Miss Bethia, I. 76. 

Dalton, Dr. III. 24. 

Dancing, I. 24. 

Dante, I. 101, 106. 

Dartrey, Lady, her character, IV. 86. 

Dawson, Lady Anne, III. 367. 

Deal, disturbances in, II. 42. 

Death of a friend, thoughts on it, IV. 88, S9, 

Dejection not to be indulged, HI. 6, &, 

Denmark, King of. III. 164., 

Queen of, III. 146 ; IV, 50. 

Desmond, Countess of. III. 267. 

Distressed Mother, I. 20. 

Don Quixote, opinion of, I. 40. 

Dover, tempest there, IV. 134. 

Douglass, Miss, her death, HI. 46. - 

D'Oyley, Mrs. III. 283. 

Drawing, art of, I. 99-- 

Duff, Captain, II. 303. 

Dumaresque, Dr. III. l6, 104. ' 

Dunbar, Mr. III. 190: 

Mrs. III. 237, 271. 



E. 



Earthquake, thoughts on the, I. 3C9.. ■ ^ 

■ ' prophecies- concerning, the, I. 331, 332* 

Earthquake^ 



Eclipse in 1748, its effects, I. 275. - ,* . ^ . 

Education, Hiird's Dialog(ielkQA» HL 93« . • - :: j 

Edward I. his body, lY. 112. «, . 

Egermont, Iibrd, liiii.doatb, IIL54. 

Electricity, I. 193. * ' 

Elements, boisterous, their moral use, IV. 2, 3, 37, 38. 

Emin, 11.242. Joins the Dnke'of Cumberland, 252; 282, 

292, 36l ; III. 58, 106, 111, 126, 192. 
Enthusiasm, how far useful. III. 374, 375. 
Epcrnon, duke d', !• 225. 

Epictctus, I. 42, 317; H. 228, 307 ; UL 5% 
Erasmus, Dr. Jortin's life of, III. 66, 72, 74. 
Ernest, Prince, III. 15, 
Euripides, an Italian translation, 11. 313. 



F. 



Faculties, loss of, III. 258. 

Fanc^', difference between that and imagination, IIL 3ij2. 

Fashions, French, I. 323, 327. 

Ferrers, I^ord, IL 326* 

Fielding, Mrs. II. 303. 

Finch, Lady Charlotte, III. 16, 18*. 

Fingal, II. 494. 

Fireworks, Duke of Richmond's, III. 40. 

Fleet, combined, near Plymouth, IV. 229. 

Flowers, delight of th«ra, III. 34, 35. 

Fontenelle, his plays, II. 65, - 

Fordyce, sermons to young women, 111/141. 

Fountain Abbey, IV. 291, 295. . ' ' 

Franks, HI. 239. x T. . .J ;^ 

Frieod, Mrs. III. 154. . ' 

' - " Friends, 
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Fiienjj[|^gift^iroin» II. 36^ 

*5-* — absence felt, IIL 233, 57*0. 

* loss of, thoughts on, IV, 3 ©(J. 

Friendship, proper fouadaiioa •f, IlL 2l6» 2^, 



Gardiner, Col. I. 325» 

Gaiet6, sur la. III. 65* 

Gloucester, Dr. Benson, Bishop of, I. itiS'*. 

Goodwin Sands, trip to, I. 5. 

Gosset, Dr. IV". 27^. 

Gr^ndison, Sir Charles, hints for, 11. 65. 

' observations upon. If. 142^ 144, 
146, 148. 

Gray, Mr. the poet. III. 255. 

his Cambridge Ode, III. 368, 369. 



Miss, anecdote of, I. 267. 



Green-book, Miss Talbot's, I. 145. 
Greville, Mr. his publications, II. 227, 230. 
Grey, Lady Mary, I. 42. 

her kind attentions. III. 181. 

Grosvcnor, Capt. I. 129. 
Guise, Duke de, I. 233. 



H. 

Habits, new in new places, ll- 277# 
Hales, Sir John, I. 48. 
Handel, I. 89. 
Hanway, Mr. II. 367. 
Happiness, human. III. 373. 

dependance on Providence for it, IV. ?i. 

Hardwickci 
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Hardwicke^ Lord, anecdote of^ III, 1Q9* . 

Hartley, Dr. I. 356, 

Havannah, surrender of, III. Ig, 

Hawke, Sir Edward, II. 300. 

Health, perfect, not to be attained here, I. 230« 

Hearts wiser than the head, III. 385. 

Henrietta, not a good novel, II. 271* 

Henry, Mrs. IV. 70, 74. 

Herbert^ Lord, memoirs by Mr. Walpole, JII. 105# 

Herodotus, I. 86. 

Heroes, scourges of Providence, I. 232, 235. 

Holdernesse, Lady, III. 139, 143, l65. ' 

Home, the blessings of, III. 130, S7S. 

Hopes, if innocent, ought to be indulged, III. 237.. 

Howe, Mrs. III. 247. 

Howsham, Mr. Cholmley's, IV. 292. 

Human life, a true picture of, II. 237. 

Hume's English History, III. 67. 

Humility, a treatise on, II. 358* 

Hunter, Mrs. Margaret, HI. 129, 1^3. 



I. 

Idleness, a great fault, II, 2 Iff. , 

Idler, the, II. 33. 

Jeffreys, Miss, her account of Miss Talbot, III. 197. 

Jenyns, Spame, IV. l64. 

Ill health, proper thoughts in. III. 23|. 

Illness, proper thoughts on, II. 257, 290, 

Imagination, vivid, to ^e envied, IIL263^ 

— > : — its; advantages^ III. 339. 

■ ■ ' government of, IV. 105. . 

to be regulated by reason^ IV. 265. 

Immortality, how deligjufvl the thoughts of, IV', 108. 
"■'* I Improvement, 
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Improvement, the entt oflife; I. 2f9. 

Indolence, not to be indulged, II. 25, 2&* ' 

. — cure for. 111. 11£^. 

Insignificancy, its comforts, II. 182. 
Instructor, the family, II. 351. ' 
Invasion, alarm of, I. 83- ' 

thoughts on, II, 221. 

Johnson, Dr. anecdote of. III. 228. 

. Mr. n. 221. 

Jones, Tom, compared with Clarissa, I. 335. 
Jortin, Dr. HI. 135. 
Irish, attachment to, IV. 45. 
Isocrates, anecdote of. III. 285. 
Italian letters, opinion of, I. 2(S. 

K. 

Kent earthquake, II. 219. 

Klopstock's Messiah, III. 84, 

King George Ild.'s death, and reflections on his successor, H. 

362. 

L. 

Lambeth, IL 281. Delights of, 374; 

r- III. 117, 136, 234. 

the palace, III. 350. 

Leighton's, Archbishop, Sermons, III. 115, 125. 

Leinster, Duchess of, IV. 118, 123. 

Letter-writing, III. 122, 126. 

Letters to a young nobleman, IV. 141. 

Life, journey through it compared to a ride, I. l68. 

-.i proper enjoyment of, 1. 271. 

suHny path of, 1.355; II.'llO. 

its vafyifig condition, III. 308» 
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GENERAL INDEX. 

Life, comforts of friendship in it, III. 385. 

• the lightness of its sufferings, IV. 19- ' 

■ private, advantages of, IV. 203. 

Lisbon, earthquake at, II. 213^ 

Literal, wish to be so, IL 301. 

Livy, translation of, I. 44. 

Locke, Mr. opinion of amusements, I. l6. 

London, fondness for, II. 23. 

reflections on, III. 173, 174. 

Loss of sight, fear of, III. 214. 

Lothian, Marchioness of, IV. 268. 

Low spirits not to be indulged, II. 245. 

Lucau, its scenery. III. 323: 

Luttrell, Miss, reflections on her death, IV. 15. 

Lynch, Dr. I. 13. 

Lyttelton, Lord, history of Henry II, III. 153. 

— • : and his son. III. 329* 



George, Loj^d, his death^ IV. 84. 

compared with Bolingbroke and 



Hume, IV. 93, 

— ■ -■ » Thomas, Lord, his dream^ IV. 248» 



M. 

Macaulay, Mrs. II. 26l ; III. 71. 

Macdonald, Sir James, character of, III. 87. His death, 301. 

Macbiavel, opinion of, I. 22. 

]Maclaurin, Mr. I. 294. 

Maintenon, Madame de, II. 103. 

Marriage, curious offer of, I. J 99. 

> — good of, 11. 31. 

« act, HI. 92. 

^lasquerade, dress for, I. 310, 3ll. 

Masquerade 
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Masqoenide, IIL 5i7. 
Mamvaise facmte, II. 80, ^7* 
Bfsy-bvgSy description of, I. 14$. 
UliltoD, Newton's edition of, I. 329» 
minifies. Misses, III. l£5. 
Miftibrtvnes, domestic, IV. I^^ 20£» 
JU&^and riots. III. 113. 
HoBlagv, Mrs. II. 270; IV. 29?. 

her talents in coBversatioxi, III. 24&» 

— — — — her essay, IV. 10. 



Mr. Matthew, IV. 370. 



Montagu's, Lady Mary Wortlpy, letters. III. 3X 

If OBtaigne, Miss Talbot's opinion of, I. 39^ 

Hloat&Qfon, bis French anticfuities, II. 5S. 

Moon, reflections occasioned by> IV. 224. 

MooB^light, IV. 21, 33. 

Bf ore, Mrs. Hannah, IV. 306. 

5loming after a storm, |V. 245» 

liosbeim. III. 172, 174. 

Monnscy, Dr. anecdote of. III. Ill, 139. 

Mnlso, Miss, i, 37C^ 373; H. 87, 23a. 

Jltinchhaasscn, Madame, III. 14. 

Music, its moral effect, I. l64, 169. 



Nature, human, ohserratrons on it, J. US. 

JJcrves, weakness of, II. 15^. 

Kew year, good wishes on the. III. 252. 

j^ewcastle, Duke of;, his sudden death, HI. 175* 

Noah, translation of. III. 15& 

;({orthboum court, IV. 314. 

Odyssey, 
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O. 



Odysstey, criticism on the, I 1^7, 171- 
Old age, thoughts on, III. 120. 
Oratorios, thoughts on, II. 226. 
OssiaDi III. 87. 

P. 

Pamela, an accurate judge, I. 20. 

Pantheon, IV. 52. Masquerade at, SJ^ 

Paris, letter from, IV. 321. 

Parodies, opinion of, I. 228, ?35. 

Pascal, I. 280, 281, ^^b, 2S§, 2*0. 

Penn, Mr. III. 376. 

Peruvian Tales, III. 134, 136. 

Philip of Macedon, history of, by Dr^ Lelund, III. 12S» l!S9« 

Philips, Con. II. 8^, 88. 

philosophy, %u ic, II. 106. 

1 1. principles of the stoic, applied to Mrs. Carterj 

1.326. 
Phillips, Mrs. Catherine, IL 366, 363. 
Pindar, West's translation of, 1. 358, 362. 
Pitt, Mrs. Anne, III, 37* 
Plain-work, I. 29« 
Plays, immorality of, I. 229, 235. 
** Pleasures of Imagination," I. 51. 
Poems, Mrs. Carter's, II. 289- 
Poison, reflections on its use ia medicine, III. 294< 
Polish prisoners, I. 59- 
PoIniU, his memoirs, I. 171* 

Poor, the, employing them how far an act of charily^ IV. 41* 
Pope, Warburtoq's ^edition of, II. 46. 

VOL, IT. C c Pope^ 
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Pope, liis character, II. 46, 47. 

Porter, Mrs. quits the stage, I. 27* 

Portcus, Mr. III. 21. 

Pownal, Capt. his death, IV. 255. 

Poyntz, Mrs. park, description of, II. 34>6. 

Present time, proper enjoyment of, III. 121, 122. 

Prussia, King of, HI. 218. 

PuUeuey, Mr. his generosity, III. 326. 

Q. 

Queen, character of, II. 385. 

R. 

Races, Canterbury, II. 280. 

Radcliffe, *Ir. I. 124f» 

Rambler, the, I. 343, 348, 349, 357, 372; IL 73^ 77. 

Ramsgate, sail to, I. 351. 

Ranclagh, opening of, I. 15. 

Ranclagh, party there, I. 258. 

Reade, Miss, portrait painter. III. 115. 

R<?ba(lcneira, trwteUlion of, HI. 144; 

Religion, productive of a community of interest, IIL ^26 ; 

IV. 63. 
Resignation, difference between tlvit and cbccifuloessy .II. 

Rich, his correspondence with Quiil, II. 66. » 

Richardson, Mr. death of, 11.371, .372. 

llidaio, French, I. 284. 

Right principles, force of, 111,279* 

RN)ls,itt 1780, IV. 259* 

llobcrt, Lady, her house, II 307, 

7 Roderick 
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llodcrick Random, I. 252. 

llooke, Mrs, I. 3. 

Room, description of Mrs. Carter's, III. 219. 

Rousseau, Jean-Jaques, III. 68, 69. 

r^-^- — ' ' — refutation of, HI. 275. 

«>■ compared with Hume, HI. 304, 305. 

Rowe, Mrs. I. 29O. 
Rutherforth, Dr^ I. 107. 

8. 

Sans Souci, le Philosophic, II. 327, 330. 

Scen^A changis of recompieuded, H. 33?, 334* 

Scripture, importance of, II. 211, 212. 

Sea, views of the, HI. 321. 

Seeker, Abp., death of, HI. l69« 

Sevign^'s letters, I. 70, 73, 88: 

Shaftesbury, Lord, his Essays, H. 187, 192. 

Sharpe, Miss, IV. 212, 222, 267. 

Sherborn Castle, I. 293. 

Sherlock, his sermons, IV. ^5. 

« Siris," I. 66. 

Sleep, gates of, IV. 323. 

Smelt, Mr. IV. 174. 

Smythe^ Mrs. character of. III. 23. 

— — — , anecdote of, HI. 109. 

Society, Ladies Charitable, IV. 99, 278. 

Somerset, Duchess of, H. ^^. 

Sorrow, wrong indulgcn(^e of it, H. 262, 263. 

South.L«fJge,- IV. 295. 

Spectres, conviction arising from, HI. 31 6, 

Spencer, Mrs. II. 324, 325. 

Spenser preferable to Ariosto, I. 41. 

&quir«'s, Mrs. scherao of the<longitiide, I. 95« 

c c 2 Stage-coaeh, 



Stage-coach, adventure in, I. 17d» 301. 

Star-gazing, friendly to the imagination. III. 302* 

Sterne, his character. III. 334, 335. 

Stinton, Dr. III. 139. 

Stonehenge, compared with Salisbury Cathedral^ IV. 259. 

Storms, thoughts on them. III. 226, 227* 

Sully, his Memoirs, IL 40, 41, 47* 

Sunday, reflections on. III. 176» 

Sunnin^-liill, description of, III. 187- 

Sun-rise, contemplation of, III. 132. 

Suspicious Husband, play of the, I. 199* 

Sutton, Miss, III. l63. 

Swift, Dean, bis Life, 11.209; III. 138, 140, 142, 146. 

Sylph, Mrs. Vesey, Hi. 288. 



T. 

Talbot, Miss, her last letter. III. 203. 

— — — account of her death and buvial, HI. 205, 380» 



— thoughts arising from her death, IV. 5, 6. 



Tale, Oriental, by Dr. Hawkesworth, II. 364. 
Tancred and Sigismuoda, I. 90 f 93* 
Tar-water, III. l63. 
Terence, I. 121. 
Thanet, Isle of, IV. 333, 
Thucydides, I. 80, 85. 
Thoughts on growing old, IV. 319^ 339. 
Tide, a prodigious high onq. III. 33. 
Time, employment of it, I. 40; IL 51, 54, 84« 
— proper use of it, 11. 2l6, 217. 
paces of, II. 350, 



- interruption of, L 324. 

- employment of it, L IJ^, 22 1, 222. 
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Time, 
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Time, proper employment of, . IIL 126. 

loss of, III. X8d. 

Travelling, its fatigues, religious reflections on jthem, IV. 24w 
Trifles, their effect on the mind, III. 327, 328. 
Tolly's philosophy, I. 34. 



V. 

Valasco^ courage of, III. 20. 
Vanity, II. 146, 149, 150. 
Venetian Ambassadress, I. 554 
Vernon, Admiral, I. 137. 
Vesey, Mrs*, first letter to. III. 213* 
Visits, pleasant ones, II. 322. 
Voltaire, his Merope, I. 51, 
abhorrence of. III. 228. 

W. 

Wakefield, Vicar of, IIL 299- 

Wales, Frederick, Prince of, II. 18, 19* 

— — — Princess of, her funeral, IV. 51^ 

Walking, IIL 249, 265. 

Walpole, Mr. his book, IIL 331. 

Walwyn, Dr. I. 108, 1Q9. * 

War, proclamation of, 11. 234. 

Warning, difference betweefi phrHcular and general, IV. 17« 

Weather, discontent about it condemned. III. 150. 

Westminster-Hall, trials in, I. 159; H. 321^ 322* 

West-Langdon church, IV. 150. 

West-Wycombe church, IV. 149* 

Whitehead, Paul, I. 94. 
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Wilkes, Mr. anecdote o^ I IL 96. 

fined, III. l62. 

William*, Mt, Fairy Tale, III. 135^ - 

—^ Mrs. Anne, IL 261. 

Wilson, Mrs. III. 145. 
Winchelsea, Lord, IV. 22. 
AVingham House, IV. 159. 
World, how far to be loved, I. 291. 

natural and moral, present compared with iU oxiginal 

appearance, III. 289- 
WVight, Thomas, I. 1, 27, 107. 

r 

y. 

Yorkc, Mr. Charles, his resignation, IlL 7& 
Young's Night Thoughts, I. 68, 74. - 
Yvery, history of the family, I. 32; 



Z. 



Zaide, III. 13S* 
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Books printed Jor F* C. and J. Rivingtok, 

No. 62, St. Paurs Church Yard. 

I. A Few remaining Copies of MRS, CARTER'S and 
MISS TALBOT'S LETTERS, with MRS. CARTER'S 
LETTERS to MRS. VESEY, handsomely printed in Two 
large Volumes in Quarto, in a uniform size with MRS. 
CARTER*S MEMOIRS, Price, in Boards, £3 3s. 

«. MR. PENNINGTON'S MEMOIRS of the LIFE of 
MRS. CARTER, with her POEMS, &c. The Second 
Edition, in Two large Volumes, Octaro, Price, in Boards, 

^I IS. 

3. MRS. CARTER'S TRANSLATION of the WORKS 
of EPICTETUS, from the original Greek, a new Edition, 
in Two Volumes, Octavo, Price, in Boards, 1 6s. 

A few Copies remain of the Quarto Edition, Price, in 
Boards, £1 iis. 6d. 

4. The WORKS of thelate Miss CATHERINE TALBOT, 
firft published by the late MRS. ELIZABETH CARTER, 
and now republished, with fome few adflitional Papers : To- 
gether with Notes and Illustrations, and some Account of her 
Life. In One large *VoIu me. Octavo, Price, in Boards, 9s. 
or on fine Paper, Price 1 2s. 

The REFLECTIONS on the SEVEN DAYS ef the 
WEEK, may be had feparately. Price is. or on common 
Paper for distribution ^t 6d. or 5s. a dozen. 



